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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  19                                                                                                                          23rd July  2018 

23rd July  First Gym Session to be held  at School 

26th July  Bringing up Great Kids Workshop Session 1, From 12pm-2.00pm, Cost is Free, to be held at school 

27th July  Beanies for Brain Cancer  

30th July  &  6th, 13th 

August 

Gym Sessions to be held at School 

1st August  Family Film Night From 5.15pm  

3rd,17th,31st August & 

14th September  

Transition for  Foundation 2019 

10th August Responsible Pet Ownership  

20th August  Bendigo Health Oral Screening  

27th August  Pupil Free Day  

IMPORTANT DATES  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Welcome back to Term 3! The year is zooming by and the little people we welcomed into our school community in 

Foundation this year are certainly growing up. We encourage parents in our Junior Unit to support their child to become 

independent and carry their own bags into the classroom and do the morning rituals of getting ready to learn. Where 

possible see if they can say goodbye around the office and head over to class. It has been lovely to see ‘under the trees’ 

become a waiting/meeting place for parents at the end of the day. It provides an opportunity for parents/carers to chat and 

get to know each other. As a parent I know it can be hard to let go but it is important for the kids to increase their 

independence and organisational skills. The start of the day is a great place to start! 

 

Family Film Night 

On Wednesday August 1st we will be having a family film night in the Gallery. Sherrie Coote is coming along to screen a film 

suitable for all of our students – it will be surprise on the night! It will be starting around 5.15 - 5.30pm with some soup to 

share in the kitchen. If parents could bring along some bread/bread rolls to add to the soup that would be great. Soup will be 

served in the kitchen between 5.15pm and 6.00pm with the film starting shortly afterwards. Bring along a blanket and some 

cushions to relax on the floor. Please ring the school to confirm you are coming so we know how many to prepare soup for 

on the day!! Thank you.  

 

Beanies for Brain Cancer 

Due to holidays many people forgot we were having our ‘Beanies for Brain Cancer’ day last Friday. Thank you to the people 

who did remember and brought their gold coin along. This is Junior School Council initiative and we will run it again this 

Friday. If you have already donated there is no need to donate again. Let’s see if we can have everyone in a beanie this week 

and get a great photo! Gold coin donations will be forwarded onto  the organisation.  



 2 
 

McIvor Times 

Some of you may have noticed an article in the McIvor Times on July 11th.  The paper  asked us to contribute a response to an 

article the paper had researched.  Understanding the term bullying is important for all of us, often what can be isolated 

incidents are considered ‘bullying’. Whilst these are still unpleasant they don’t necessarily equate to bullying. We are working 

strongly with our students about the term and the overuse and misunderstanding around the word ‘bullying.’ I have included 

our response to the article for you to read. The best way to combat bad behaviour is to ensure it is reported, not being a by 

stander is an important part of our work with students. If we stand by and don’t report behaviour we are supporting the 

behaviour.  

 

“HEATHCOTE parents could be suffering just as much as their children as a result of school bullying, according to a recent 

report from the Royal Children’s Hospital. 

But rest assured, our Heathcote schools are on a mission to stop it. 

In an alarming result, one in five parents noted that one or more of their children had been bullied in the last term at school. 

Almost every parent (89 per cent) of a child who was bullied said the experience had affected the whole family. 

One in six parents had felt physically sick, and one in five felt depressed or anxious. 

Almost half (48 per cent) worried about the long-term effects of bullying on their child, while 44 per cent were angry and 

frustrated at being unable to help. 

It has been an issue for ever, so what are Heathcote schools doing to combat it? Everything in their power. 

Heathcote Primary Principal Kate Ballantyne said the first step was for parents and guardians to understand the term 

‘bullying’. 

“Bullying is when someone, or a group of people, deliberately upset or hurt another person or damage their property, 

reputation or social acceptance on more than one occasion. There is an imbalance of power in incidents of bullying with the 

bully or bullies having more power at the time due to age, size, status or other reasons,” she said. 

“Many distressing behaviours are not examples of bullying even though they are unpleasant and often require teacher 

intervention and management.” 

Ms Ballantyne said for example, issues such as mutual conflict, social rejection or dislike and single-episode acts of nastiness or 

aggression were not bullying unless they involved deliberate repeated attempts. 

“If someone is verbally abused or pushed on one occasion they are not being bullied. However, this does not mean that single 

episodes of nastiness or physical aggression should be ignored or condoned as these are unacceptable behaviours.” 

“When you consider the above, ‘bullying’ is an overused term. The true definition means the behaviour is targeted and is 

continuous over time. Bullying in the true sense of the word is never acceptable and needs to be dealt with as soon as 

reported.” 

Ms Ballantyne said Heathcote Primary was equipping students with the skills to develop resilience and being able report bad 

behaviour so it can be followed up. 

“Students need to have a ‘toolbox’ with a range of strategies that can assist them when confronted with unacceptable 

situations.  Developing skills and calling out bad behaviour needs to be done in partnership with parents. 

“Heathcote Primary works strongly on being respectful to others, this is supported by the DET Respectful Relationships 

curriculum. The way we play, speak and engage with others should demonstrate and model respectful treatment of our peers.” 

Ms Ballantyne said the school was continuing to work on not being a ‘bystander’. Standing up for a fellow student or reporting 

the behaviour can lead to it stopping. 

“In the past two years we have seen a significant difference in the way our students interact with each other. As a school there 

has been a significant change in the follow-up and implementation of consistent consequences; this has enabled a positive 

culture to develop in the way students treat each other and staff. Bullying is not a simple word, it needs to be clearly 

understood and reported so it can be followed up quickly. Bullying in the true sense of the word is never OK and is certainly not 

accepted in our school.” 
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 Kate Ballantyne  

Foundation 

Absences 

Thank you to the parents/carers who advise us if their child/ren are away sick. We do have to account for all absences to the 

Department of Education and Training. If your child is away please let us know prior to the school day starting. Thanks to those 

parents who are also bringing in a Medical Certificate when their child has been ill. This is greatly appreciated.  

 

Interviews 

There are still a few people who have not been in for their interview time with classroom teachers. Please make contact with 

your child’s teacher to arrange a time to read your child’s report and communication back prior to your interview.  

 

Carpark 

Please make sure you look out for young students using the carpark. Foundation to Year 2 students should be walking with 

their parent/carer across the carpark, not on their own. Thank you to all parents/carers for leaving the drop off and pick up 

zone for those dropping off and picking up! 

If everyone takes care, our carpark moves very well and keeps everyone safe. Thank you for your support.  

 

School Website 

Don’t forget to hop onto the school website and check out what has been happening in our school.  

www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au Jan updates our website regularly. Check out the ‘Class in Focus’ under the newsletter tab. 
 

Have a great week and stay warm! 

Green Card Stars for May  
 

Year 1-2 Year 3-4 Year 4-6 

Madison Cooper Liam Grigg  Brayden Walsh Tommy Wan  

Our uniform shop hours are between 8.30 and 10.30 every Friday.  

You can place an order and make payment  for uniforms at any time during the week either by 

dropping into the office in person or by phoning the office.  Your orders will be processed ready for 

collection on Friday morning.   Thankyou. 

http://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au
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TEAM-WORK 

Rhiannon Brown  

Ella McNally 

 RESPECT 

 

LEARNING 

 James Mitsakis 

Samantha Close  

Mason Thompson 

Ella Eiseman 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Rachael Wall  

Tyler Kirkpatrick  

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

Bronze Level  

Reid Maynard  

Bronze Level  

Tyler Kirkpatrick  

Manny Nagy  

Bronze Level  

Miguel Tongco  

Alexis Kinght  

Nate McNally  

Bronze Level  

 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Ella McNally  

Tayton Thompson  

Rhiannon Brown  

Holiday Birthdays  

Josh Fisher        

Harrison Ferguson  

Tyler Kirkpatrick  

Alexis Knight 

 Issy Taylor  
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Head Lice  

We have had an incident of  head lice reported at the school.  We ask that you be extra vigilant and 

regularly and thoroughly check your child's hair. 

If we all work as a team on this we will achieve the best  results for our 

students.  

If your child has long hair we ask that they wear it tied back when they are 

attending  school. 

50 Nights 

Rachael Wall  

Brianah O’Keefe 

75 Nights 

Luke Anderson  

Reid Mainard  

Charlotte Anderson  

100 Nights 

Eli Cook 

Laykin  Francis  

Nate McNally 

Natalie Organ  

Manny Nagy 

Ella McNally 

Rhiannon Brown  

Zoe Osicka  

125 Nights 

Jemma Walsh  

Madison Cooper  

Siobhan Patten  

Sienna Waldron  

Tylie Schroeder 

Jai Gales  

Liam Grigg 

150 Nights 

George McFadzean 

Ava Thompson  

Jessica Toifl 

Jai Francis  

Nathaniel Russell 

Audrey McFadzean  

Jackie Evans  

Dominic Parker  

Tylie Schroeder  

Brodi Kirkpatrick 
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