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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  2                                                                                                                                 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

We have had a great start to the year. Teachers are establishing routines and expectations with all classes. Our 

learning time starts promptly at 9.00am for both students and staff. Please ensure your child is here by about 

8.50am at the latest so they can put their bags inside and get ready for the day, give their parents/carers a hug 

goodbye before having a quick play outside.  It has been a very smooth transition into new classes for all of our 

students. Our new Foundation class have impressed us with the way they have settled straight into their new roles 

14th February  No Foundation Students at School 

14th to 16th  

February 

City Camp, Year 3-6 Students 

20th February Healthy Lunch Box Session 1 in the Kitchen 1.30pm—3pm All welcome 

21st February No Foundation Students at School 

27th February Healthy Lunch Box Session 2 in the Kitchen 1.30pm—3pm All welcome 

28th February  No Foundation Students at School 

1st March Kids and Anger Workshop at School 11.45am 

6th March Healthy Lunch Box Session 3 in the Kitchen 1.30pm—3pm All welcome 

7th March No Foundation Students at School—last Wednesday off 

8th March Mobile Optometry Visit 

12th March Labour Day Holiday—no school 

13th March Healthy Lunch Box Final Session  in the Kitchen 1.30pm—3pm All welcome 

19th March Free Bendigo Health Dental Check at the School 

22nd March Year 3-6 Ecolinc Excursion, Bacchus Marsh 

29th March Last Day Term 1 

30th March Good Friday 

IMPORTANT DATES  
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Next week our Year 3-6 students are off to Doxa City Camp. They have a wonderful three day agenda of great activ-

ities. Excursions and camps are an important part of our school curriculum and we thank parents/carers for their 

support in valuing what we do by sending their child to camp.  

I would also like to thank our staff in advance  who are attending the three days.  Mr Clayton, Ms Childs, Lisa, Joan 

and Dave. As you can appreciate all staff are on duty 24 hours a day for the three days they are away, plus they 

leave their own lives,  families and out of school commitments. In the past, on return from camp when I have been  

busily unpacking and making sure everyone is picked up,  I have always appreciated the ‘thank you’ from parents/

carers who recognise the huge commitment shown by staff in providing these activities and time away from their 

own lives. I am sure our staff will hear many of these ‘thank you’ comments next Friday! 

 

Next Thursday and Friday I will be attending a two day Professional Development in Bendigo with Miss Somerville, 

Mrs King, Clarissa and Michele. Mrs Parry will be in charge for these two days  and Mrs Balic will be in the Year 1-2 

classroom. Ms Sergi will be in to support the classroom teachers on Thursday and Ms McKinnell on Friday. Sadly, 

we won’t be here to welcome back our happy (but tired) campers on Friday afternoon. We hope they have a won-

derful time.  

 

Starting Week 3, teachers will welcome parents/carers into their classrooms between 9.00 – 9.30am  each day to 

help with a range of English based activities. During this time  teachers will continue to work with students individ-

ually teaching reading strategies on the new book of the day. If by chance you can’t make it at this time, please 

speak to the teacher to see if an alternative time can be arranged.  We are in the process of working out some Li-

brary jobs that could be done at any time in the Library. Stay tuned for the jobs that need to be completed.  

Our Car Park is a busy place. Thank you to all parents/carers for observing the signed low speed limit. We ask  par-

ents of younger students to meet them at the brown gate to escort their child through the car park. At times it is 

hard for drivers to see our little people in amongst the cars. Cars back into the car parking area adjoining Herriot 

Street and near our large water tanks, this opens up vision for our drivers and pedestrians. School Council request 

that parents/carers not smoke in the car park as the land is on school property.  

To assist with drop off and pick up we have a drop off/pick up zone only. The orange cones mark the start of this 

zone. If you are  dropping your child off in the morning and leaving, please use the drop off zone. At the end of 

the day, this zone is not a parking area. If you arrive after 3.00pm and your child is standing waiting for you in 

the pick up zone, please feel free to drive in and pick them up. If they are not standing waiting, please park in 

the longer term parking area. These actions keep our traffic flowing smoothly and keep our students safe. 

Parents who have not paid their fees  are reminded to come in and see Greg or Nina in the office. We appreciate all 

those who have already paid, thank you. School camp for our Year 3-6 students is being held on Wednesday 14th – 

Friday 16th February. Please touch base with Greg or Nina regarding payment. All students are expected to attend 

school camp and our costings are worked out on all students attending. For those parents who are eligible for CSEF 

payments to assist with the cost of camps and excursions, please speak with Greg or Nina. 

 

Have a lovely week.  

 

 

 Kate Ballantyne  
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TEAM-WORK 

 

 RESPECT 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Madison Cooper  

Josh Fisher  

Audrey McFadzean 

LEARNING 

Brooke Maiden  

George McFadzean  

Jackie Evans 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Zoe Osicka  

Emily Mitchell 

Brianah O’ Keefe  

Conroy Maller 

Head Lice We have not had any further reports of head lice however we urge all parents to  

regularly and thoroughly check your children’s hair. 

If we all work as a team on this we will achieve the best  

results for our students.  

If your child has long hair we ask that they wear it tied back 

when they are attending  school. 
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HEALTHY LUNCH BOXES 
Take a peek inside some of our wonderful lunch boxes!  

Thank you to all parents/carers for producing some great 
looking lunch boxes for our students. It has been great to 
see so many of our students bringing along sandwiches, 
fresh fruit, cheese, yogurt, carrot sticks and dip.  
 
These foods provide some great brain food for our students 
throughout the day. It has also been great to see the  
decrease in the amount of packaged goods and plastic 
wrapping being brought to school. Students are taking 
home any rubbish from their lunch box as we are working 
hard to reduce the amount of rubbish we produce. Plastic 
sandwich bags can be reused for another day.  
 
Please remember in accordance with our school policy, 
chocolate and lollies should not be brought to school.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michele will be starting her lunchbox cooking and  
preparation sessions in the kitchen in a couple of weeks. 
Please ring the school to book in. These sessions  will be 
running in our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen from 1.00pm 
to 3.00pm on a Tuesday.  

Don’t miss out, book in early for your spot! 
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Welcome back students, parents and friends to 
another year of our exciting STEM subject. For 
all of you unfamiliar with STEM, STEM stands for 
Science, Technology, Engineering and  
Mathematics.  We run our STEM classes every 
Tuesday with hands on, interactive activities to 
support a major theme of study. For term 1, we 
are heading down the science avenue with a 
subject which has fascinated civilisation from 
the very beginning – space and the Solar  
System. 

To kick off our year, the senior students  
(year 3-6) participated in a brainstorming  
session to see what we already know about our 
Solar System. We then created a scale model of 
the solar system on the oval. The sun was  
represented by an umbrella, the inner smaller 
planets represented by grapes and the larger 
outer planets by larger balls. The students had 
to measure out the relative distances between 
the planets and what we found was while the 
first four planets were bunched reasonably 
close to the umbrella sun in the middle of the 
oval, the very last planet of our solar system 
(Neptune) ended up near the office.  

The junior unit students (F-2) were very busy 
showing off their artistic talents in creating a  
colourful front cover for their STEM books. The 
junior students will have the opportunity to  
explore the solar system in depth next week. 
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If your child is interested in attending these workshops please pick up a registration form 

from the office 


