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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  6                                                                                                                              12 March 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Thank you to the families who came along to our BBQ on Thursday night. It was great to see you all and have a 

catch up. Lovely to see families sitting and chatting over food. Have a look at the photos in this newsletter!  

Assessment and Reporting 

Heathcote PS staff are continuing to look at ways of improving the partnership we have with parents around 

feedback of student achievement, both socially and academically. In the second half of Term 1 and Term 3 

classroom teachers will either email, call or catch up in person with parents and carers to touch base. The purpose 

of this brief catch up is to let you know how your child has started the school year and if they are settled at school.  

If you have any concerns that require a more formal response, please don’t hesitate to make contact with your 

child’s classroom teacher and make a time to sit down and discuss your concerns.  

 

Circus Oz Workshops 

We have been very lucky to have secured two free workshops from Circus Oz. Due to the number of trainers/

performers, we could only offer these sessions to the Year 3-6 classes. A great opportunity for our students to see 

some great performers in action in our school.  

 

 

12th March Labour Day Holiday—no school 

13th March Healthy Lunch Box Final Session  in the Kitchen 1pm—3pm All welcome 

14th March  Circus Oz Incursion Yrs 3-6 

16th March  Sports Day Barrack Reserve  9.30 - 2pm  

16th March  Final Day for Bulb Orders  

19th March Free Bendigo Health Dental Check at the School 

22nd March Year 3-6 Ecolinc Excursion, Bacchus Marsh 

29th March Last Day Term 1, Early Dismissal 2pm  

30th March Good Friday 

IMPORTANT DATES  
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Bus travellers  
We ask all parents/carers to make sure their child/ren are clear about whether or not they are travelling on the 
afternoon bus. If you can make a point of letting your child/ren know the arrangement each morning it would be 
greatly appreciated. We often have students asking us if they are on the bus! If you do need  to alter the 
arrangement please call the school before 2.30pm to allow time for the message to be passed on. Late calls may 
mean your child does not get the message in time before the bus leaves. 
 
school Sports 

Last week you will have received a Consent form for our school sports. Our sports are being held on Friday 16th at 

Barrack Reserve between 9.30am and 2.00pm. Children will be placed in aged colour groupings for the day, a 

mixture of Holy Rosary, Tooborac and some of our local home school students will form these groups. Groups will 

rotate around a number of activities. Parents/carers are welcome to move around with their child and support 

staff members in organising their groups and ensuring children are listening to and following instructions. Dismissal 

will be from Barrack Reserve at the completion of the sports. Please make sure you sign your child out with their 

classroom teacher before leaving. For any parents/carers who can’t be there on the day students will return to 

school with staff and go home at the normal dismissal time of 3.00pm. We expect Heathcote PS to compete well, 

be respectful of others and have a great day. Thank you to Mr Clayton for his hard work in organising the sports 

day, we appreciate the time and effort put into the day.  

 

Yard Supervision 
Just a reminder that our yard is not supervised prior to 8.45am. We have had some students arriving up to an hour 
before this time, this leaves the child unsupervised and at risk. Please ensure your child is not here before 
supervision time to ensure their safety. At the end of the day students are supervised until 3.15pm, after this time 
the yard is not supervised. Staff have meetings at the end of the day and are engaged in classroom work. Please 
ensure you pick up your students on time at the end of the day or make arrangements to use the After School Care 
option now provided at Holy Rosary. Students travel to after school care on the bus. Your partnership and support 
with the care and safety of your child/ren is greatly appreciated. 
 
Social Media 
Staff have a few concerns with some of our students using social media, taking photos of other students or using 
Snapchat etc or using it to be nasty to others. The minimum age for opening Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
Snapchat or Pinterest is 13. When we take into account maturity, 13 may still not be appropriate for some children. 
Under age users can be reported to sites by family, friends and teachers. The aim for all parents/carers is to keep 
children safe from predators/cyber bullies who use social media to exploit others. Over the past couple of years 
Australian Federal Police have raised concerns that millions of images posted on social media can later be found on 
websites sharing child exploitation material. Images may initially be posted very innocently but can be photo 
shopped and reposted.  
Heathcote PS requests that students do not bring digital devices to school, if devices are brought to school they 
should be taken to the office. They will be returned at the end of the day. If a phone or other device is used 
inappropriately on our school buses, we have asked they be confiscated on the bus. The wellbeing of our students 
is at the centre of this concern. 
 
At Heathcote PS, all of our students are under 13, yet many of them are illegally accessing a range of social 
media options. What can you do? 

 Make sure your children do not have Facebook, snapchat etc access 

 If your child has an ipad, phone etc, make sure they are not used in bedrooms, they should only be accessed in 
communal spaces at home 

 Monitor the programs your child has on their devices, check the history of what they have been looking at 

 Set up monitoring systems on devices to put in checks on your child, they can also block access to particular 
sites 
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TEAM-WORK 

Lakan Tongco 

 RESPECT 

Eli Cook 

Zoe Osicka  

 

LEARNING 

Isaac Lane  

Ellana Miller  

Erica Mitchell 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

This Week’s Birthdays 

 

25 Nights  

Sienna  Waldron  

Jessica Toifl  

Tyler Kirkpatrick  

Abby Fisher  

Eli Cook  

Alex Ager-Wicks  

 

25 Nights  

Rhiannon Brown  

Saphire Cardwell 

Liam Grigg 

Isaac Lane  

Audrey McFadzean  

Zoe Osicka  

Alize Pearce  

Tylie Schroeder 

Tayton Thompson  

 

Jai Gales  

Manny Nagy  

Haylee Nielsen-Bertoni  

 Sleep patterns can be disturbed by late night use of devices, put strong rules in around their use and have 
consequences if the rules are not being followed Collect all devices at a given time each night, for example, all 
devices are put in a basket at 7.00pm and not available until 8.00am 

 Turn off your internet access at night 
Be aware of what your child/ren are doing on these devices 
 
Enjoy the week ahead. 

 
 Kate Ballantyne  
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Foundation News 

Term 1, Week 6 
Dear Parents, 

With only three weeks of term left we have just completed the last of the Foundation Rest Days. Full 

time school from now on! 

Next Monday is a public holiday so this will enable our Foundation students one more four day week.  

Our School Sports are on next Friday, concluding another busy week. Details about the sports are in this 

newsletter.   

Our Foundation students have managed the warm days, their time and work very well in these first few 

weeks of school. It is good to see that parents have been ensuring attendance has been good. Daily 

attendance is critical for students to progress in their learning, both social and academic.  

We appreciate the great support provided by families listening to their children read at home each 

night, this is a fabulous support in developing early reading behaviours.  We also appreciated you taking 

the time to read through the alphabet books each day, this supports your child in developing their 

understanding of letters/sounds/words.  

At the beginning of the year we always allow time for our new students to settle into school routines, 

now they are settled we are looking for Parent Helpers in the morning for half an hour. Between 9.00 to 

9.30 teachers and Education Support staff introduce and hear children read their new take home book. 

This is a powerful teaching time on new text.  While this is happening the rest of the Foundation class 

are involved in Play-Based Learning, a great way to develop social skills and oral language. 

We are looking for one or two parents to work with a small group during this time. Group activities may 

be - a word matching game, the alphabet book, making words with magnetic letters, assistance with 

computer activities on Reading Eggs or Ziptales, a worksheet activity or sharing a book with a child. 

If you can give a half hour to the Foundation Class once a week or fortnight or even every now and then 

it would be great! Please contact the Foundation class as soon as possible. Thank you! 

 

Regards 

Marg and Marni. 

 

 

Week 6  Foundation News! 

Shared books have included The Terrible Tiger, Before I Go To School and At the Pool. 

Letters of the week for the last two weeks have been :  Mm, Aa and Pp. Letter sound, letter name 

and letter formation has been taught. 

High Frequency Words introduced have included: at, am, the, look, can, and. 

Writing has focused on beginning writing on the left of the page/whiteboard. The students have 

been encouraged to sign in with their names, using a capital letter at the beginning and then 

lower case letters. 

Number topics studied have been: Counting to 20, Numerals to 10 and number words to five, then 

ten. The Michael Ymer activity Race to 20 was played with a partner. Days of the week have 

been recited and read in the shared book Baby Wombat’s Week. The students love to sing the 

Days of the Week song they learnt at Kinder. 
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The Senior unit spent their final week researching their particular planet. They’ve typed up a neat 

formatted copy of information about their planet to add to the class mural. Next week they will 

commence the creative part of their project. 

The foundation students were very busy this week making solar system hats. With a big sun at the front 

of the hats, the students coloured in their planets and placed them in the correct order around the rim 

of their hats. As is the current custom, we were very careful not to put Pluto on the end. 

Following on our investigation of the sun last week, the year 1 and 2 students created 3D folded stars. 

These were a little tricky to work with but all the students demonstrated excellent attention to detail in 

cutting and folding accurately to create their stars. The stars will be placed around the mural which the 

senior students are creating. 
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Easter Fundraiser 
 

We are currently running our Bulb Fundraiser.  
If you would like to place an order please 
return orders and money to the office by  
Friday 16th March.  

Money raised will go towards the purchase of 
craft items and other bits and pieces  for 
Clarissa’s lunchtime activity table. 

Thank you for your support. 

Head Lice We have not had any further reports of head lice however we urge all parents to  

regularly and thoroughly check your children’s hair. 

If we all work as a team on this we will achieve the best  

results for our students.  

If your child has long hair we ask that they wear it tied back 

when they are attending  school. 

BULBS 
Just a reminder that we are now taking donations 

at the office for our annual Easter Fundraiser.   

Money raised from this fundraiser will be donated 

to the Royal Children’s  Hospital . 

 The winner will be drawn o the last day of term. 

Thank you for your  support  

Barrack Reserve Sports Day  
Just a reminder also that next Friday  16th March  we  have our Barrack Reserve Sports Day.    

Excursion consent forms have been sent home for this activity, please ensure that you have returned 

one for your child/children. 

On the day Students will depart from the school shortly after 9am for a 9.30 start.   

Students will be dismissed from Barrack Reserve at 2pm. Please ensure that you sign out with your  

child’s classroom teacher .  Any students not collected will be brought back to school for normal 

dismissal  

Students are to wear house colours and school uniform.   



 7 

 

Thank you to the 42 community members plus staff who came 
along to our BBQ on Thursday night. Thank you for bringing along 
some lovely salads and delicious fruit to share.  It was a very low 
key evening and was enjoyed by all.  

A big thank you to staff for helping out on the night.   

2018 Welcome BBQ 
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Unexplained Absences  

Please remember to inform the 

office if your child is absent and a 

reason for the absence. 


