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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 1                                                                                                                                         5 February  2018 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Welcome to 2018! We have had a wonderful start to the year. As I walk through classes each day I have seen very settled  

people happily working away on a range of activities. Teachers use the first couple of weeks to settle classroom routines and 

allow students time to adjust to their new surroundings and expectations.  Well done to all students and staff for such a great 

start to the year. Welcome to Ms Childs who joins us from Inglewood PS, we are excited to have her as part of our team.  

7th February  No Foundation Students at School 

8th February School Welcome BBQ 5pm—6.30pm 

14th February  No Foundation Students at School 

14th to 16th February City Camp, Year 3-6 Students 

20th February Healthy Lunch Box Session 1 in the Kitchen 1.30pm—3pm All welcome 

21st February No Foundation Students at School 

27th February Healthy Lunch Box Session 2 in the Kitchen 1.30pm—3pm All welcome 

28th February  No Foundation Students at School 

1st March Kids and Anger Workshop at School 11.45am 

6th March Healthy Lunch Box Session 3 in the Kitchen 1.30pm—3pm All welcome 

7th March No Foundation Students at School—last Wednesday off 

8th March Mobile Optometry Visit 

12th March Labour Day Holiday—no school 

13th March Healthy Lunch Box Final Session  in the Kitchen 1.30pm—3pm All welcome 

19th March Free Bendigo Health Dental Check at the School 

22nd March Year 3-6 Ecolinc Excursion, Bacchus Marsh 

29th March Last Day Term 1 

30th March Good Friday 

IMPORTANT DATES  
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Thank you to School Council for again supporting our school decision to purchase classroom requisites for all students out of 

our equity funding. We see this as a great way to use some of our money to ensure all students start with the same equipment 

on day one. This decision is reviewed each year and is dependent on the school continuing to receive equity funding.  

Starting Week 3, teachers will welcome parents/carers into their classrooms between 9.00 – 9.30am  each day to help with a 

range of English based activities. During this time teachers will continue to work with students individually teaching reading 

strategies on the new book of the day. If by chance you can’t make it at this time, please speak to the teacher to see if an  

alternative time can be arranged.   

On Thursday the 8th February we are holding our first school community event for the year. We are having a ‘Welcome to 

School’ BBQ from 5.00pm – 6.30pm. We would love to see you come along and bring a picnic blanket/chairs to sit down and 

share a meal. We are asking all families to contribute towards a shared meal for our community members.  Family surnames 

starting with the letter  A- L are requested to bring a salad to share, family surnames starting with M-Z are asked to bring 

fruit or bread to share. The school will supply the BBQ meat. Please bring along your own plates/cutlery etc for your family 

to share. We look forward to seeing you all come along to meet old friends and new. To assist with catering, can you please 

fill in the slip provided in this newsletter by Wednesday morning to indicate if you are coming along and the number of people 

coming with you. Thank you! 

A very big thank you to Sandy, Josh, Isaac and Hunter for looking after the vegie garden and our chooks during the holidays. 

We appreciated the wonderful job they did, particularly with such hot weather. It means a lot to the school to get this support.  

Another big thank you to the McFadzean family who have done some mowing, planting the little office garden bed and other 

bits and pieces in the garden. We appreciate their interest and care in our school environment. 

It is lovely to see people caring about our school grounds and having pride in our school. Michele is working on some ideas to 

involve parents more in our grounds. Stay tuned! 

Our Car Park is a busy place. Thank you to all parents/carers for observing the signed low speed limit. We ask parents of 

younger students to meet them at the brown gate to escort their child through the car park. At times it is hard for drivers to 

see our little people in amongst the cars. Cars back into the car parking area adjoining Herriot Street and near our large water 

tanks, this opens up vision for our drivers and pedestrians. School Council request that parents/carers not smoke in the car 

park as the land is on school property.  

To assist with drop off and pick up we have a drop off/pick up zone only. The orange cones mark the start of this zone. If 

you are dropping your child off in the morning and leaving, please use the drop off zone. At the end of the day, this zone is 

not a parking area. If you arrive after 3.00pm and your child is standing waiting for you in the pick up zone, please feel free 

to drive in and pick them up. If they are not standing waiting, please park in the longer term parking area. These actions 

keep our traffic flowing smoothly and keep our students safe. 

Parents who have not paid their fees are reminded to come in and see Greg or Nina in the office. We appreciate all those who 

have already paid, thank you. School camp for our Year 3-6 students is being held on Wednesday 14th – Friday 16th February. 

Please touch base with Greg or Nina regarding payment. All students are expected to attend school camp and our costings are 

worked out on all students attending. For those parents who are eligible for CSEF payments to assist with the cost of camps 

and excursions, please speak with Greg or Nina. 

Breakfast Club starts next week. It will continue to be held on a Tuesday and Friday morning from 8.30 – 8.55am. If there are 

any parents/carers who would like to help out with this program please contact the office.  

 

Finally, if you have any concerns or any positive feedback, please contact the teaching staff or office. If we don’t know about 

issues we can’t help, working together is very important and we value the partnership between members of our school  

community. 

 

Have a lovely week.  

 
 

 Kate  Ballantyne  



 3 

TEAM-WORK 

 

 RESPECT 

Jaycob Grigg 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Abby Fisher 

Abby O’Neill 

Chase Panoff-Whicher  

Alize Pearce 

LEARNING 

Samantha Close  

Liam Grigg 

Nate McNally 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

 

Holiday Birthdays  

Mikalyla Devine  

Blake Maiden  

Aaron Taylor  

Wesley Knight  

Daniel Close  

Brodi Kirkpatrick  

Sienna Maynard  

Alex Agar-Wicks 

Shyanne Cook  

Dominic Parker 

Nathaniel Russell 

This Weeks Birthdays 

Audrey McFadzean 

Jemma Walsh  
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Foundation 2018 
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Head Lice Did you know that head lice must have direct head-to-head contact to move from one per-

son to another? Lice can't jump or fly — they don't have wings. Instead, they crawl along strands of hair from one 

head to another. This is one of the reasons why lice are most common among primary school children — they 

often put their heads together while playing or doing group work. If your child has long hair we ask that they 

wear it tied back when they are attending  school.  Hair ties are available from the office. 

 

We urge all parents to regularly and thoroughly check their children’s hair. If we all work as a team on this we will 

achieve the best results for our students.  

www.heathcoteps.vic.gov.au Don’t forget you can read the newsletter and check dates of 

school events on our website.   

Heathcote Primary School Supported Playgroup 
Heathcote Supported Playgroup provides a safe space where opportunities are provided for parents/carers to  
connect socially and build support networks. Children are given a space to learn and develop their social,  
emotional and physical skills through play-based activities.  We also provide parents/carers with access to  
information and resources.  
 
Parents and carers must be referred into Supported Playgroups, this can be provided by MCH Nurse, schools, etc. 
 
There is no cost to attend our Supported Playgroup. 
 
For more information about Heathcote Primary School Supported Playgroup, please contact the Supported  
Playgroup Coordinator at Bendigo Community Health Services on 5430 0500 or Kate Ballantyne on 5433 3090. 

WATER BOTTLES  
All children are required to 

bring a water bottle to 

school.  

 

All water bottles should be  

clearly labelled. Water 

bottles will be kept in the 

classroom and refilled as needed. 

 

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE /  
AMBULANCE COVER  
As a public school, Heathcote Primary School does not pro-

vide any insurance for lost or stolen property for staff and 

students. Health insurance cover is also not included. In the 

event of an accident causing injury to a child we have a duty 

of care to our students and if deemed necessary,  must call 

an ambulance to ensure the child receives proper medical 

attention. The fees for the trip in an ambulance will be paya-

ble by the family whose child requires care. This is Depart-

ment of Education and Training Policy. 
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