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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork    and    Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  10                                                                                                                                             6 May 2019 

8th May  Gym at school 

10th May 
Special Women’s Day Morning Tea 10am-11am 

Bookclub Orders Due Back 

17th May 3—6 students Earth Ed in Ballarat  

20th May  Pupil Free Day  

22nd May  Education Week Open Morning 9-10.30am 

5th, 12th, 18th June African drumming sessions at school 

10th June  Queen’s Birthday Holiday  

11th June  Alpha Productions RSL Hall 

12th, 19th, 26th June  Gym at school 

20th June Musical Extravaganza 

28th June  Last Day Term 2—2pm finish 

IMPORTANT DATES  

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Another great week. Our F-2 students had a great day at Earth Ed in Ballarat last Friday. It is wonderful to have the  

opportunity to visit places such as Earth Ed where our students are exposed to the wider world of Science. Thanks again to 

Mrs Balic for hunting out this opportunity for our school at no cost to our students and families and to staff for working a 

longer day. Years 3-6 will be heading off on Friday May 17th.  

Car Park and 40 k Zone Along Herriot Street 

 

Thank you to all drivers who reverse park their cars adjacent to Herriot Street, this enables much better vision in our parking 

area and avoids reversing around students. All cars should be parking in the general parking area, general access to the staff 

carpark is not allowed, excluding the Disability Car Park.   Don’t forget the ‘Drop off and Pick up’ zone closest to the brown 

fence is only for a quick drop off or pick up, no parking.  

 

At the end of the school day, if you see your child standing waiting in this zone, you can come through and pick up. If your 

child isn’t there you need to park in the parking area. We have found when people do this, the carpark works well.  Staff 

have reported a few cars speeding along Herriot Street after the end of day pickup, the zone is marked as 40 kilometres an 

hour at drop off and pick up times. Please observe this Victorian speed limit to look after those in our community.  Thank 

you for your support with this important issue. 
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Have a great week 

 

 

Special Women’s Morning Tea 

‘Special Women’s Morning Tea’ will be held in the Stephanie Kitchen on Friday 10th May from 10.00am – 11.00am. Each fam-

ily should have received invitations last week! It would be lovely for you to come along and share some time with the other 
wonderful women in our community. Last year all those who attended loved the catch up with others, it will be great to see 
you there.  Please contact the office to confirm you are coming, we wouldn’t want you to miss out on scones! 

Tour de Cure visit on Friday 10th May 
Tour de Cure is a cycling cancer foundation committed to finding a cure for cancer. One of the major parts of their work, and 
a highlight of each Tour, is the 25 minute ‘Be Fit - Be Healthy - Be Happy’ presentation designed for primary schools. The 
presentation is interactive and fun for all students and staff.  They will be visiting Heathcote Primary School around 12.30pm 
on Friday 10th and will be speaking with the whole school.  
 

Attendance – still a significant issue for some of our student community…. 
Attendance is still an issue for a small number of our families. Absences have a significant impact on our student’s lives. Miss-
ing days of schooling leaves students behind their peers both socially and academically. This term student absence continues 
to be an area of focus for our school, some of our students are significantly disadvantaged through their absence rate.  The 
data below was shared with families earlier this year and demonstrates our school performance over the period 2014 – 2018. 
 
Across Victorian schools, an absence rate of 12 days/year is the average. This equates to 3 days absence/per term/per 
child. Being below this figure is what schools would hope to see in their data.  
 

In 2018, 37% of students had more than 20 days absence (4 weeks or ½ term).  33% had up to 10 days 
absence. This is of significant concern. 
 

On the graph below, our aim for 2019 is to have less than 10% of students in the grey section and our other 90% in the green 
sections. The reason we are aiming higher is because there is a clear correlation between attendance and achievement. We 
want all of our students to fulfil their academic and personal potential. By working together with families, we hope to achieve 
these goals. The Department of Education and Training is asking us to report significant absences for further follow up. Please 
make sure you send your child/ren to school every day. Thank you to the large number of families who are here all day, every 
day. It means a great deal to your child’s education.  
 
What can you do? 

 Make appointments out of school hours. 

 Ensure students are at school, ALL DAY, EVERY DAY. 

 Value school and the education your child receives, make it a priority. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Kate Ballantyne  
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CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

 RESPECT 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

William Powers 
 

LEARNING 
Jaycob Grigg 
Reid Mainard 

George McFadzean 
Erica Mitchell 

TEAM-WORK 

 

 

BRONZE LEVEL 

 

Birthdays  last week 

   Ava Thompson 

 Liam Grigg 

                

BRONZE LEVEL 
 

BRONZE LEVEL 

 

 

 

BRONZE LEVEL 

 

GREEN CARD STARS FOR APRIL 
J01 

Brianah O’Keefe 

J02 

Liam Grigg  

S01 

Jai Francis 

S02 

Henry McFadzen 

Please note that due to assembly not being held this week all awards will be presented at the next 

assembly to be held Friday 10th May at the usual time of 2:30pm. 
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This week in STEM we continued our study of the layers of the earth. Students from Year 2 and upwards investigated  

tectonic plates and related it to the relative stability of Australia. Using interactive maps, we observed that the majority of 

earthquakes and volcanoes lie along the boundaries between tectonic plates, affecting countries such as New Zealand and 

Japan. 

There of course can never be a STEM session on geology without building volcanoes!  Miss Child’s class built volcanoes in 

the sandpit. It’s one of our favourite experiments, generating all that fizzy colour lava! 
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Lost Property 

 

We have a number of tops in the lost property basket in 
the office. Please come and have a look if you are missing  
anything.  
 

Please remember to put your child’s name on their  
clothing, then we can return them as they are found! 

 

Heathcote Primary School welcomes you to our 

second ‘Special Women’s Day’  

on Friday 10th May 2019. 

 

Morning tea will be held in the Stephanie Kitchen from 10.00am – 

11.00am. It would be lovely for you to come along and share 

some time with the other wonderful women in our community. 

Please ring  on 5433 3090 to RSVP, we need to know how many are coming to prepare 

the right amount of  scones. You wouldn’t want to miss out! 

READING AWARDS 

Due to the excursion all day 

Friday, no  

reading awards are in this 

week. 
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 Trying out our new African drums... 
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Developing Greater Bendigo’s Food System  

Strategy: Have Your Say Today! 

 

 

What would make it easier to eat healthy food in Greater Bendigo?  

 

What would make it easier to grow your own food locally?  

 

What food (system) related issues matter to you the most? 

 

The City of Greater Bendigo are developing its first ever Food System Strategy to help improve the 
health and wellbeing of our community. The Strategy will look at all of the steps it takes to get food on 
our plate (from paddock to plate all the way through to how food is disposed of) and we encourage you 
to have your say by completing this short survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPHB9XZ  

 

For more information about the Strategy, you can visit the City of Greater Bendigo’s website:  
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/foodsystemstrategy  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPHB9XZ
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/foodsystemstrategy
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2019 SUNCORP NETSETGO INFORMATION DETAILS 

The NetSetGo programme has been designed to: 

Provide positive encouragement in a welcoming, fun atmosphere, where children share activities, 

make friends and develop important social skills, along with netball skills. 

Help children build team skills and friendships, something they will benefit from for life. 

Give children confidence, not only in their netball skills, but in social interactions, motor skills and life 

skills. 

 

COORDINATOR:  HELEN NAYLOR  PHONE:  0418 509 782 

REGISTRATION DATE:  WED 24th April   COMMENCEMENT DATE: 

WED 1st May 

      TIME:  3:45PM – 4:45PM 

VENUE:  Heathcote Tennis Courts  AGES:  5 - 7  years 

*PLEASE NOTE:  TERM 3 WILL CATER FOR CHILDREN AGED 8-10 

YEARS WITH LIMITED NUMBERS. ONLINE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN PLEASE GO TO 

SUNCORP  NETSETGO.  

Cost:  $70 per child, includes a NetSetGo pack from Netball Victoria. 

2019 Suncorp Net Set Go program is proudly sponsored  

By Seidel Electrical Services 

Local Employment Opportunity in School Hours 

Biomix Compost is located in Stanhope. Biomix produces compost made from garden organics and food 

organics. Biomix has a number of casual employment opportunities for the decontamination of incoming 

material and management of litter onsite. These roles can be based around school hours, number of days 

are flexible and potential to not work during school holidays.  

 

If you are interested in these roles please contact Vanessa on 0488 377 657.   


