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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork    and    Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  11                                                                                                                                            13 May 2019 

17th May 3—6 students Earth Ed in Ballarat  

20th May  Pupil Free Day– No School For Students  

22nd May  Education Week Open Morning 9-11.00am 

5th, 12th, 18th June African drumming sessions at school 

10th June  Queen’s Birthday Holiday  

11th June  Alpha Productions RSL Hall 

12th, 19th, 26th June  Gym at school 

20th June Musical Extravaganza 

28th June  Last Day Term 2—2pm finish 

IMPORTANT DATES  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Heathcote PS had a few visitors last week! Our Special Women’s Morning Tea hosted nearly 50 women in our Stephanie 

Alexander Kitchen. It was great to see some of our familiar faces and a few new ones enjoying catching up with each other. 

A big thank you to Clarissa and Michelle Scoble for cooking lots of yummy things for our guests – your time and effort was 

greatly appreciate. Tour de Cure cyclists came through Heathcote on their way to Daylesford. They dropped in to see us in 

the Gallery to spread the message of being fit, healthy and happy. It was great to see the students interacting positively with 

our guests. NAPLAN is on this week. Students understand the format of these tests and know our focus is on them doing the 

best they can,   for us as a staff NAPLAN is about learning what we do well and what we need to work on as a school. When 

the results are available later in the year each student will be sent their individual  results. 

Some of the happy faces at our Special Women’s Morning Tea! Thank you all for coming along to share some time with 

each other.  
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Next week we welcome Mr Clayton back from his Long Service Leave. We are looking forward to having him back in the Year 4-6 

classroom. Thank you to Mrs Balic and Miss McKinnell for working so well  in the Year 4-6 room during his absence. Miss Childs is 

still on Long Service Leave, somewhere in Europe before attending a wedding in Sweden. She will be back at work on Wednesday 

May 29th . 

Pupil Free Day 

As noted in the newsletter calendar, Monday 20th May is a pupil free day for our school. On these days staff are still working on 

nominated professional development. No student is  required at school on this day. 

Education Week Open Morning – Wednesday 22nd May  

Our open morning is on again this year between 9.00am and 11.00am. Students will have an invitation to send home to families 

and friends. You will be invited to come and join your child/ren in class to participate in some activities followed by morning tea 

for visitors in the Stephanie Kitchen between 10.15am and 11.00am. If you know of anyone who has a Foundation child starting 

next year, please invite them along. We look forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 22nd!  

 

Uniform 

There are a number of students who have consistently been out of uniform this term. Can you please ensure your child has the 

correct school uniform on when they leave for school. We all have times when things get caught up in the wash, we appreciate 

those families who email/phone/write a note to explain when this has happened. Students with hair longer than shoulder length 

need to wear it tied back, can you please ensure your child has their hair appropriately tied back. If providing correct uniform is 

causing difficulty for your family, please come and see us in the Office. Thanks for your support with your child/ren wearing cor-

rect uniform, we appreciate it. 

 

Earth Ed – Years 3 – 6 

This Friday 17th May our Years 3 – 6 classes will be going to Earth Ed in Ballarat. Our Foundation to Year 2 students have already 

been and found the venue and staff wonderful. It was a very interactive day with  lots of hands on activities. If you have not re-

turned your form can you please do so by Wednesday 15th May – there is no cost to families for this excursion. Please ensure 

your child has water only to drink and enough food for the day, excursions often make students – and teachers- hungrier than 

usual! Year 3-6 students will need to be at school by 7.50am, go straight to their classroom ready to be checked off. Students 

will return at 4.00pm. 

 

Car Park and 40 k zone along Herriot Street 

Thank you to all drivers who reverse park their cars adjacent to Herriot Street, this enables much better vision in our parking area 

and avoids reversing around students. All cars should be parking in the general parking area, general access to the staff carpark is 

not allowed, excluding the Disability Car Park.   Don’t forget the ‘Drop off and Pick up’ zone closest to the brown fence is only 

for a quick drop off or pick up, no parking. At the end of the school day, if you see your child standing waiting in this zone, you can 

come through and pick up. If your child isn’t there you need to park in the parking area. We have found when people do this, the 

carpark works well.  Staff have reported a few cars speeding along Herriot Street after the end of day pickup, the zone is marked 

as 40 kilometres an hour at drop off and pick up times. Please observe this Victorian speed limit to look after those in our commu-

nity.  Thank you for your support with this important issue. 

 

Attendance – still a significant issue for some of our student community…. 
Attendance is still an issue for a small number of our families. Absences have a significant impact on our student’s lives. Missing 

days of schooling leaves students behind their peers both socially and academically. This term student absence continues to be an 

area of focus for our school, some of our students are significantly disadvantaged through their absence rate.  The data below 

was shared with families earlier this year and demonstrates our school performance over the period 2014 – 2018. 
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CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

 RESPECT 

Alexi Knight 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Blake Maiden 
Kyle Ryan 

 

LEARNING 
Finn Cooper 

Masie Dwyer 
Jai Gales 

Nate McNally 
Natalie Organ 

 

TEAM-WORK 

 

 

BRONZE LEVEL 
Skye Bertrand 

Jai Francis 

Ella McNally 

BRONZE LEVEL 
 

BRONZE LEVEL 

Erica Mitchell 

Nathaniel Russell 

Issy Taylor 

Henry Thorson-Patten 

Jessica Toifl 

Jemma Walsh 

Tommy Wan 

BRONZE LEVEL 
Henry McFadzean 

Abby O’Neill 

 Kate Ballantyne  

Across Victorian schools, an absence rate of 12 days/year is the average. This equates to 3 days absence/per term/per child.  
Being below this figure is what schools would hope to see in their data.  

In 2018, 37% of students had more than 20 days absence (4 weeks or ½ term).  33% had 
up to 10 days absence. This is of significant concern. 
On the graph below, our aim for 2019 is to have less than 10% of students in the grey section and our other 90% in the green 
sections. 
The reason we are aiming higher is because there is a clear correlation between attendance and achievement. We want all of 
our students to fulfil their academic and personal potential. By working together with families, we hope to achieve these goals. 
The Department of Education and Training is asking us to report significant absences for further follow up. Please make sure 
you send your child/ren to school every day. Thank you to the large number of families who are here all day, every day. It 
means a great deal to your child’s education.  
 

What can you do? 
Make appointments out of school hours. 
Ensure students are at school, ALL DAY, EVERY DAY. 
Value school and the education your child receives, make it a priority. 

 

Have a great week! 
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This week in STEM we worked on our models of the 

earth. The senior students reviewed their learning 

about tectonic plates and the different ways the 

plates interact with each other. When two tectonic 

plates interact, the result can be earthquakes, volca-

noes, mountains and valley ridges. Using modelling 

clay, each student pair created a 3D model of their 

chosen tectonic plate activity to add to their world 

model. 

The junior students watched a video about fossils and how 

they are made. Fossils, along with rock  

geology give us vital clues to create the story of how the 

earth has changed over millions of years.  

Using shells, the junior students cast their own fossils. Next 

week we will get to see how they turned out. 
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READING AWARDS 

25 Nights 

Eli Cook 

50 Nights 

Eli Cook 

Madi Cooper 

Abby Fisher 

Wesley Knight 

Ellana Miller 

Safiyah Manurung 

75 Nights 

Masie Dwyer 

Jackie Evans 

Liam Grigg 

Wesley Knight 

Hunter Lane 

Isaac Lane 

Safiyah Manurung 

Cody Simpson 

Jessica Toifl 

Jemma Walsh 

100 Nights 

Jackie Evans 

Hunter Lane 

Isaac Lane 

Nathaniel Russell 

Jemma Walsh 
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Developing Greater Bendigo’s Food System  

Strategy: Have Your Say Today! 

 

 

What would make it easier to eat healthy food in Greater Bendigo?  

 

What would make it easier to grow your own food locally?  

 

What food (system) related issues matter to you the most? 

 

The City of Greater Bendigo are developing its first ever Food System Strategy to help improve the 
health and wellbeing of our community. The Strategy will look at all of the steps it takes to get food on 
our plate (from paddock to plate all the way through to how food is disposed of) and we encourage you 
to have your say by completing this short survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPHB9XZ  

 

For more information about the Strategy, you can visit the City of Greater Bendigo’s website:  
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/foodsystemstrategy  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPHB9XZ
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/foodsystemstrategy
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No need to reregister if you 

are already on the list just 

come along and feel free to 

bring a friend! 
 

  
 

 

Coder Dojo is back! 

Come along and see what we  

have to offer. 

WHEN 

Saturdays 
10am-12pm 

WHERE 

Discovery Centre 
Bendigo 

Learn about · Robotics · Coding  · Scratch · Arduino·  

Raspberry Pi · Programming and much more! 

  

Contact 
Twitter: @coderbendigo 

Email:     coderdojobendigo@gmail.com 

  A free coding club for kids 7 to 17 years.  

BRAND NEW  

EQUIPMENT IS ON ITS 

WAY 

      

Register 
online now! 

 Here’s the link 
https://goo.gl/

forms/0VQzzAwnbAQ

5iUA43 

  

  

  

  

https://goo.gl/forms/0VQzzAwnbAQ5iUA43
https://goo.gl/forms/0VQzzAwnbAQ5iUA43
https://goo.gl/forms/0VQzzAwnbAQ5iUA43
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NOTE THE FIRST CLASS IS FREE AS A TRIAL 


