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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  3                                                                     25 February 2019 

26th February School Community BBQ from 5pm 

27th February Foundation Rest Day 

6th March Foundation Rest Day 

6th March Parenting Engagement Workshop 2—3pm 

6th March Parenting Ideas Webinar—Switching on Your Child’s Strengths 8pm 

11th March Labour Day Holiday 

21st March Language and Literacy Workshop for Parents 1.30pm to 3pm 

22nd March Athletic Sports 

27th, 28th, 29th March Grade 3 to 6 Camp to Swan Hill 

28th, 29th March Grade 1 & 2 Camp  

5th April  Last Day Term 1 Early dismissal 2pm 

IMPORTANT DATES  

A NOTE FROM KATE BALLANTYNE 
Dear Families, 
It was lovely to be able to drop in last week and catch up briefly with a few parents and then head into the classrooms. Each 
classroom remains calm and settled, our students looked very happy to be back. Our new students all appear very settled and 
happy to be with us.  
 
In about 2  weeks I will find out if my left arm needs surgery, I have certainly expressed my desire for that not to happen! The 
other breaks are all healing well, I only have one sling now. The cuts/scarring on my face are healing. I can’t raise my right 
eyebrow at the moment which looks a bit lopsided. Not sure if that will come back. The remaining issue is the concussion and 
vertigo, they are both getting better with time. I am not sure if I will be allowed to return part time later this term, I am  
hoping so. 
 
I am very relieved that Lex and the team are just getting on with our plans for 2019. I am hoping to drop out to the welcome 
BBQ next week for a while to say hello. Hope to see you there! 
 
I do miss you all, my enforced time off just confirms how much I love our school and what we are doing as a school  
community. 
  
Take care.  

Kind regards  
Kate Ballantyne 
 
MARG PARRY 

I have had a conversation with Marg Parry this week. Marg is taking Long Service Leave for the full 2019 school year. 

Marg has asked me to pass on her best wishes to all of the students, families and staff. 
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COMMUNITY BBQ 
We will be hosting a School Community BBQ next Tuesday 26th February from 
5.00pm – 6.30pm. We look forward to all of our school families coming along and 
enjoying a relaxed get together to start the year off.  
School will provide the meat, bread and coleslaw. Families are asked to bring a small 
salad or a small sweet/fruit platter to share. Please contact the school with any  
queries.  
 
Students need to be accompanied by an adult and a reminder that alcohol cannot be 
consumed on school grounds. 
 
Mr Clayton will have the computer lab open for any parents who want to set up their Sentral account. 
 
SCHOOL ENROLMENT CENSUS 
Wednesday 28th February is School Enrolment Census day across all Victorian schools. On this day we are required to send 
off confirmed 2019 enrolments, confirmed attendance on that day and a range of other accountability figures. 
 
It is important that all students are at school on this day. As per normal, students who are 
absent will need written  
notification to the school. Our funding for 2019 is dependent on our enrolments so it will 
great to see all students at school next Wednesday.  
 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE GROUP 
In the coming weeks we will be putting together our Student Representative Group. This 
group will be made up from our three current school leaders Samantha, Nick and Sienna, 
and three elected representatives from the grade 1-6 classrooms.  
 
Once formed, the group will meet at regular intervals to discuss ideas and initiatives from 
the fellow students about how we can continue to improve the schools, programs and grounds, from a student angle.  
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL FOLLOW UP 
The nomination period for School Council elections has been extended and will remain open until 4.00pm on Wednesday 
28th February. Please see Nina, Jan or Lex for Nomination Forms. 
 
Of particular note to families, at School Council this week we had some discussions on increasing the recycling options  
available at the school that could be accessed by the school community, we are going to investigate options for our oval and 
the watering system that is currently in place and we discussed ways that we can brighten up the school with student art 
work and possibly some murals as well as extra tree or garden plantings. 
 
We will be gathering some thoughts and ideas over the coming weeks to follow up these discussions. 
 

BIKES 
Our students have really enjoyed having the bikes out over recent weeks. We do have 
a bindi-eye problem at school – many have been dug out and raked up, but they are 
still playing havoc with bike tyres.  
 
Please be mindful if you are sending along bikes from home, it is likely they will suffer 
from some punctures.  
 
Thanks to David Close who has been busy patching tubes over the last few weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HEATHCOTE IN HARMONY SINGING GROUP 
A reminder that Heathcote in Harmony will not be running on Monday 25th February. 
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SCHOOL BUS ARRANGEMENTS 

Bus travelling families have regular arrangements with their children for drop off and 

pick up. Changes to your regular arrangements on the day of travel need to be passed 

on to Heathcote Primary School, who will then pass on these arrangements to the Bus 

Drivers. 

 

 

To ensure this works well the following arrangements will be in place:- 

 Families make phone or written contact to alert the school of altered arrangements. 

 The school informs students, the teacher and the change is noted in the Bus Roll.  

 A ‘Change to Travel Arrangements’ slip will be completed and given to the appropriate Bus Driver at home time by 

the Bus Roll Monitors. 

 

Parents are asked that changes to normal arrangements be notified to the school prior to 2.00pm, where possible.  We 

understand that at times, parents get caught up, e.g. in Bendigo, and need to make last minute arrangements but these are 

to be avoided where possible. 

 

If your child is a little forgetful of altered after school bus arrangements, a note to Steve in the morning can be helpful. 

 

Thanks for your support. 

 

HELPING OUR 0-5yrs. BECOME YOUNG LEARNERS 

On Thursday March 21st from 1.30 – 3.00pm parents are invited to the school to work with Hayley Davis, Language and 

Literacy Project Worker from Bendigo Health. 

The workshop will focus on:- 

Learn more about language and literacy for kids aged 0- 5 yrs. 

Support children’s love of reading in the early years 

Connect with community activity to support language development 

Support others to promote children’s language and literacy development 

Learn tips to read with young children 

See the flyer attached to the Newsletter for more details. 

If you are keen to attend, please contact Nina and Jan at the Office. Please indicate if childcare is required. 

Hope you have a great week 

Lex Johnstone 
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STEM LESSONS 

We have started STEM this year with a focus on sound and 

how it is produced. Over the past two weeks students have 

investigated vibration and pitch. Using three bottles filled 

with different levels of water, the challenge was for students 

to orchestrate “Mary Had a Little Lamb”. This activity al-

lowed students to concentrate on producing three different 

pitches (or notes). 

Last week students extended their knowledge of sound to 

create their own musical instruments. With an understand-

ing that vibration is required to create the sound for their 

instruments, everyone was given the opportunity to create a 

percussion, woodwind or string instrument. Students proud-

ly paraded their creations around the play-
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TEAM-WORK 

Cruz Williams 

Mandy Young 

 

 RESPECT 

Nate McNally 

LEARNING 

Ella Eiseman 

Wesley Knight 

Rosh Santos 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

This week’s birthdays   

              Zavier Rowe 
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INFORMATION AND CONSENT FORM  FOR NEW MEMBERS OF  

HEATHCOTE IN HARMONY  (ALSO AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP FROM THE OFFICE) 

 Heathcote Primary School 

‘Heathcote in Harmony’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Heathcote in Harmony’ is a school/community based singing group with members made up of students and 

community members under the direction of the talented  

Mariah McCarthy.  The group will meet on Mondays between 2.00pm and 3.00pm in the ‘Gallery’ at  

Heathcote Primary School, followed by a cuppa in the kitchen for those who would like to stay on after 

3.00pm. The first session for 2019 is on 11th February. 

 

Heathcote in Harmony will not be on Monday 25th February.  
  

If you would like to join in please fill in the form below and hand in to the School Office or email to   

Heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   

 

Unfortunately there is no child minding provided at this group. If you have little people can you please make 

alternative care arrangements. Thank you! 

 

Yes, I want to join the ‘Heathcote in Harmony’ community singing group.  

 

 

Name:……………………………………………………………………………………… Contact Number::……………………………….. 

 

We look forward to seeing you!  

 

 
 
 

 

Mariah McCarthy 

mailto:Heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

