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At Heathcote PS we value...    Respect    Learning     Teamwork      Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote Primary School  

News  

 

 

Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 0                                                           Holidays, January 2026 

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung  

people and we pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

  What’s Happening?  

2026 Tuesday 27th January Office reopens 11am—1pm, 3pm—4pm (no students onsite) 

Week 1 Wednesday 28th January Partnership Meetings (details shared via Compass)  

 Thursday 29th January  All students onsite (all day) 

Week 2 Wednesday 4th February 
Foundation Rest / Assessment Day  

(no Foundation students at school unless attending assessment) 

Week 3 Wednesday 11th February  
Foundation Rest / Assessment Day  

(no Foundation students at school unless attending assessment) 

Week 4 Wednesday 18th February 
Foundation Rest / Assessment Day  

(no Foundation students at school unless attending assessment) 

Week 5 Wednesday 25th February  
Foundation Rest / Assessment Day  

(no Foundation students at school unless attending assessment) 

Week 10 Thursday 2nd April End of Term 1 (early dismissal @ 2pm) 

 2026 - What’s Due?  

Thursday 22nd January Partnership meeting booking 
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   Transition into 2026 

Have you booked your partnership meeting? 

What: Partnership meetings between home and school (students, parents/

carers, teachers, education support) 

When: Wednesday 28th January 2026 (15 minutes per partnership meeting) 

Why: To strengthen connections between home and school, share infor-

mation and support a smooth start to 2026 as students transition into a 

new year level.  

Click HERE to book a meeting 

Confirmation of the meeting time will be emailed by Friday 23rd January 2026 

 

Holiday Office Hours 
 

Closed 

Monday 22nd December 2025  

to Monday 26th January 2026 
 

Open with Reduced Hours 

Tuesday 27th January 2026 

11am—1pm, 3pm—4pm 
 

Open—Normal Hours 

Wednesday 28th January 2026 

8:30am—4pm 

The school email account will be monitored 

intermittently during the holiday period  

From September to April, everyone needs to 

wear a plain coloured, broadbrimmed hat 

when they are outside. This is part of our 

SunSmart policy. If you need a hat, the office 

has got you covered...literally! School hats can 

be purchased from the office for $10. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEy9tKfchIGK584o1x4I-QnFlmV_hS95AUolejtL2menMVBw/viewform?usp=header
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      Getting Organised 

What to pack in school bags? 

• Fruit and/or vegetable snacks. Students have healthy snacks during class time to help maintain 

focus and concentration. 

• Lunch. Students tend to eat their bigger meal at Break 1 to provide energy and brain power for 

the rest of the day’s learning. 

• Snacks. Students tend to eat their smaller snack/s at Break 2 to boost energy levels for the last 

part of the day. 

• A broad brimmed, plain hat. Ideally, it will have the school logo on it but any plain (no patterns 

or logos) hat is still okay.  

• A drink bottle filled with water (can be refilled at school) 

• Spare clothes if you think your child might need them. Eg. Due to a toileting accident or from 

slipping over in a puddle (more applicable for winter time) 

Where to go on the first day?    

Classroom doors open at 8:45am. Upon arrival, students should go to their classroom to drop off 

their bag, unpack belongings and say good morning to staff and classmates. Students might then like 

to head back outside to play until the music starts at 8:57am.  

Welcome to our two new 

staff members!  

We welcome Isabella Foley 

(5/6F classroom teacher) and 

Christy Pryor (wellbeing lead-

er and 3/4HP classroom 

teacher (sharing 3/4HP with 

Kristy Hooper). 
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      Getting Organised 

Students are encouraged to confirm after school pick up arrangements before starting their school day. For 

example, will they walk home? Meet a parent/carer in the yard/at the office? Meet a parent/carer at the 

car park? Will they catch the bus to after school care or catch it home? 
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        Community 

Yard Supervision 

The school yard is supervised from 8:45am 

until 9am. There is an announcement at 

8:45am to signal classroom doors are open. 

Students are able to put their bags in their 

room, complete any before school routines 

and monitor jobs before heading back out-

side to play. The hospital end of the oval and 

playground are out of bounds before school. 

After school, staff are on bus and crossing du-

ty (which includes carpark duty in the main 

carpark). The main yard is not supervised. 

Any students who have not been collected by 

3:15pm are taken to the office.  

After school care is available through Trinity 

Academy. A bus from Heathcote PS drops 

after school care passengers at Trinity. For 

bookings, please contact Trinity Academy on  

(03) 4411 6803  

 

Breakfast  Club 

Tuesday & Thursday* 

8:40am—8:55am 

HPS Kitchen 

 

      Toast, cereal, milk, fruit available  

*Starts in Week 2 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Accident & Property Insurance  

The Department (which includes our school) does 

not have personal accident insurance for students. 

If a student is injured at school or while partici-

pating in a school activity (including offsite) and re-

quires medical treatment, parents/carers are re-

sponsible for all of their child’s medical expenses. 

This includes transport costs such as ambulance 

costs (which may include an air ambulance if con-

sidered necessary) 

The Department (which includes our school) does 

not have personal property insurance for staff and/

or students. 

Items of personal property that are lost, stolen or 

damaged at school or during school excursions are 

not the responsibility of Heathcote Primary School 

or the Department. Staff and students are remind-

ed not to bring items of value to school or on 

school excursions. 

Heathcote Primary School encourages parents/

carers to consider obtaining their own accident in-

surance for students and property of value that 

may be brought to school. 

Main Car Park 

The pick up/drop off zone is not a parking 

space. Please keep the engine running, drop 

off or collect your passenger/s and continue 

on your way so the traffic keeps flowing (and 

does not bank up onto the road). 

When parking in the other section of the car 

park, please pull all the way into the car park 

spaces – as close as you safely can to the bol-

lard marking the front of the car park. 

Please travel slowly 

through the car park and 

check for students cross-

ing between the sec-

tions/bays. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=trinity+academy+heathcote&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1050AU1050&oq=trinity+academ&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyDQgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggDEEUYOTIHCAQQABiABDINCAUQLhivARjHARiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiA
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• Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, checking our website, by talking to your child’s 
teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan. 

• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care ar-
rangements if our school is closed due to Catastrophic fire danger. Further information can be 
found on the CFA’s website. 

• Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community 
may be spread out across many areas and some families may be at higher risk than others. 
Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if you are actioning your bushfire survival 
plan and if your children will be absent on these days. 

• If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan. 
 

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days 
in their district. The safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Cata-
strophic day. On such days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older 
children. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Policies
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/schools/primary-schools/activities
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
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Heathcote Primary School has a Private Group page on Face-

book. If you would like to become a member of the group, 

search for Heathcote Primary School and request to join. Please 

answer the questions. 
 

Each request is approved individually. For the safety of our students, there are three questions to ensure that 

only people directly connected to HPS become members. Requests are usually approved within 72 hours. 

However, if we are unsure of the connection to the school, there may be a delay whilst we do some research. 

We may also decline the original request and seek further information. Please don’t be offended—our inten-

tion is to make sure we can identify each person is directly connected to the school.  

 

Community 
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        Community 
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Account Name: Heathcote Primary School Official Account  

BSB: 083 001 

ACCOUNT: 71 938 5618 

 School Bank Details 

 

 

 

 

 

If you hold a current Healthcare card or a Centrelink pensioner card you may be eligible to 

apply for CSEF.  CSEF provides financial assistance for families to use for camps, excursions 

and school sports. 

If you think you may be eligible, please contact the school office. 

School Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

 

School and Department policies 

are available on the  

school website. 

https://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Policies
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Remember,  

only WATER  

 in your  

drink bottle at school. 

 

Please check your child’s hair for any unwelcome visitors. If hair is      

shoulder length, please be sure to tie it up as a preventative strategy.  

 

 

 

 


