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At Heathcote PS we value...    Respect    Learning     Teamwork      Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote Primary School  

Newsletter  

 

 

Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 15                                                         29th May 2026 

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung  

people and we pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

  What’s Happening in Term 2?  

Weeks 2-8 Thursdays 
Bendigo Community Health Friends Program (weekly) 

(3/4N & 3/4HP) 

 Tuesday 2nd June Tennis Coaching #4 (last session) 

Week 7 Wednesday 3rd June 
Health & Wellbeing Local Parent Program—Managing Big  

Feelings in Children (2pm, Stephanie Alexander Kitchen) 

 Thursday 4th June 
Junior Unit incursion—Earth’s Treasure (sustainability)  

Library visits (3/4HP, 3/4N, 5/6F, 5/6MG) 

Week 8 Monday 8th June King’s Birthday—public holiday—no school 

 Tuesday 9th June Curriculum Day—no school for students 

Week 9 Tuesday 16th June School Photos 

 Wednesday 17th June 
Division soccer (Grade 5/6 soccer team, notes coming) 

School Council @ 5:30pm 

 Thursday 18th June 
Library visits (Foundation, 1/2JS, 1/2M) 

Junior Unit Fun Night (details sent home 15/5/26) 

Week 10 Monday 23rd June Lions Eye Health Program (details sent home 29/5/26) 

 Friday 26th June End of Term 2 (early dismissal @ 2pm) 

 2026 - What’s Due?  

Friday 12th June Barerooted tree order form 

Friday 31st July 2027 Foundation enrolment forms 
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  What’s Happening in 2026?  

Term 3 

Week 1 
Monday 13th July 

Learning Conversation Day  

(alternate timetable, details to come) 

Week 2 
Wednesday 22nd July* 

*Potential to be 21/7/26 
Division football (Gr 5/6 football team) 

Week 3 Wednesday 29th July Division netball (Gr 5/6 netball team) 

Week 5 Wednesday 12th August Real Schools Parent Information Session (after school) 

Week 10 Friday 18th September End of Term 3 (early dismissal @ 2pm) 

Term 4 

Week 1 
Monday 5th October  Start of Term 4 

Week 3 Friday 23rd October Division cricket (Gr 5/6 cricket team) 

Week 4 Mon 26th—Fri 30th Oct. Swimming lessons—Foundation, 1/2JS & 1/2M 

Week 7 Tues. 17th—Thurs. 19th Nov Energy Breakthrough Camp (pushcarts) 

Week 8 Mon. 23rd—Wed. 25th Nov. Grade 5/6 Camp  

Week 10 Tuesday 8th December Statewide Transition Day 

 Thursday 10th December Grade 6 Graduation 

Week 11 Friday 18th December End of Term 4 (early dismissal @ 1:30pm) 

Please note that more dates will be added to the above list throughout the year.  

New dates included in this newsletter for the first time are highlighted in yellow for convenience.  

  Whole School Assembly 

Fridays, 9:05am—9:25am, astroturf area 
Please join us to celebrate achievements and milestones from the ’week that was’ 

In the event of inclement weather, assembly will be online (meeting link will be sent) 
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 Student Reason 

F  Oliver K 
For consistently trying his best in our classroom and out in the yard. 
Well done, Oliver!   

1/2JS  Georgia  
For consistently giving your best effort and never giving up when challenges 
arise. Well done, Georgia!  

1/2M  Logan   
For always trying his best and approaching learning with a positive atti-
tude. Great job, Logan!  

3/4HP  Cooper  
For always giving everything a red hot go! Whether it is learning, helping or join-
ing in, Cooper puts in 100% effort. What a superstar!   

3/4N  Jaydy  
For always putting his best foot forward and trying his best! Keep up the fantas-
tic work, Jaydy!  

5/6F  Fox   
For consistently trying your best in our classroom, even when tasks are challeng-
ing. Great work, Fox!  

5/6MG  Hailee  
For always trying your best and not giving up when things become challenging. 
Keep up the great work!  

VALUES AWARDS    

SWPBS FOCUS: We try our best. 

 Student Reason 

Junior Unit Ryker  You are our Junior Unit Kindness Ambassador for consistently showing kind-
ness to everyone, for always considering the feelings of others, and for being 
a wonderful friend and a great role model proudly representing HPS. Well 
done!  

Middle Unit Matilda  For being a friend to everyone and offering support to those around her. Ma-
tilda is a cheerleader for others and a real role model! Well done, Matilda.  

Senior Unit Mia  For being kind and inclusive of others and making sure no one feels left out. 
Well done, Mia  

KINDNESS  AWARDS          

Students who consistently demonstrate acts of kindness, compassion and empathy   

      towards others, promoting a positive and inclusive school environment. 

Congratulations to our award winners! 

These awards were presented at our assembly on Friday 29th May 
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Congratulations to this week’s award recipients! 
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  READING AWARDS 

Foundation  1/2JS  1/2M  3/4HP  3/4N  5/6MG  5/6F  

50 Nights 
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100 Nights 
Jaimee 

50 Nights 

 
 
 

100 Nights 
Jaydy 

 50 Nights 
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The more that you read, the more things you will know.  

The more that you learn, the more places you'll go. 
Dr Seuss 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to Heathcote PS! 
Students nominated names, shortlisted and voted for their favourite name.   

Our chickens now have names!  

Introducing Bob, Hei Hei and Nugget. We’re not sure who is who yet! 
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Cooking - Year 5/6 
 



 8 

 

 

Wellbeing News 

Inform & Empower is an Australian organisation that specialises in cyber safety and digital wellbeing 
education for primary schools and families. Inform & Empower supports families by bridging the 
gap between school education and home life, giving parents practical tools to manage digital chal-
lenges. They provide actionable advice instead of fear-based warnings. 

Inform and Empower provides families with: 

Interactive Parent Seminars 

• Live Events: Delivering the "Raising Kids in a Digital World" presentation online or at local 

schools. 

• Current Trends: Explaining popular apps, games (like Roblox and Minecraft), and social media 

risks. 

• Open Q&A: Allowing parents to ask experts about specific family tech struggles. 

Practical Action Plans 

• Family Agreements: Providing templates to create clear, shared household rules for device use. 

• Tech Setups: Guiding parents through step-by-step parental controls and privacy settings. 

• Screentime Strategies: Offering realistic tips to manage tech transitions without causing argu-

ments. 

Ongoing Resources 

• Tip Sheets: Distributing quick-read guides on cyberbullying, group chats, and online gaming 

safety. 

• Video Resources: Offering bite-sized video explainers for busy parents who miss live sessions. 

• Conversation Starters: Giving parents specific prompts to talk to kids about online safety with-

out lecturing. 

Included in this week’s news-
letter are Tip Sheets with ad-
vice around screen time and 
sleep, for Foundation up to 
Grade 6. For more infor-
mation. 
 
 
PS: We received a sign from 
Inform and Empower to fur-
ther promote conversations. 
Thanks to our school leaders 
for installing it! 
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Wellbeing continued 
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Wellbeing continued 
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Wellbeing continued 
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Wellbeing continued 
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    Spotlight on Maths 
 

 
 

 
Regular readers will know that in 2026, we have a schoolwide focus on maths—increasing confi-

dence, learning growth and enthusiasm for all things mathematical. It’s not uncommon for stu-

dents (and adults) to view maths in different ways, including being anxious and doubting their 

own ability. The article below shines some light on maths anxiety.  
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    Spotlight on Maths 
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Term 2 Total at Week 6: 202 laps! 

School Community Kilometre Club  
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Heathcote Primary School has a Private Group page on Facebook. If you would like to become a member 

of the group, search for Heathcote Primary School and request to join. Please answer the questions. 
 

Each request is approved individually. For the safety of our students, there are three questions to ensure 

that only people directly connected to HPS become members. If we are unsure of the connection to the 

school, there may be a delay whilst we do some research. We may also decline the original request and 

seek further information. Please don’t be offended—our intention is to make sure we can identify each 

person is directly connected to the school.  
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Beanies are available from the school office 

An assortment of 

second hand: 

• T-shirts (short 

and long 

sleeved) 

• Shorts 

• Tracksuit pants 

• Jumpers 

• Dresses 

are available at the 

office for a gold coin 

donation 

 

 

 

Uniform News 
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Community Reminders 

Mobile Phone Policy (student use) 

Department policy requires that students who 

choose to bring mobile phones to school must 

have them switched off and securely stored dur-

ing school hours, including break times. 

All schools are required to have a local school pol-

icy on mobile phones that reflects this require-

ment and which provides details for the imple-

mentation of the policy at their school. 

Our school’s mobile phone policy (student use) is 

available on the school website HERE. 

In a nutshell, mobile phones and smart watches 

with mobile phone capabilities are to be: 

• switched off during school hours 

• dropped off at the office for secure storage 

upon arrival. Eg. Not kept                                in 

school bags. 

• collected at the end of the                           

school day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Late Arrivals & Early Departures 

If students arrive after 9am or need to leave be-

fore 3pm, they need to sign in or sign out at the 

office. This is done using the Compass portal. 

5/6MG visited the office to practise the process. 

 

Annual Privacy Reminder  

for our School Community 

 

Our school collects and uses student and parent per-

sonal information for standard school functions or 

where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ 

privacy policy and the Schools’ privacy collection no-

tice. 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students 

policy describes how we collect and use photo-

graphs, video and recordings of students. The policy 

also explains when parent consent is required and 

how it can be provided and withdrawn.  

We ask parents to also review the guidance we pro-

vide on how we use [Microsoft 365/Google Work-

space for Education] safely at the school and what 

parents can do to further protect their child’s infor-

mation. If after reviewing the guidance, you have any 

questions or concerns regarding your child using 

[Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for Education], 

please contact the school. 

For more information about privacy, refer to: 

Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. This 

information is also available in eleven community 

languages: 

Amharic 

Arabic 

Chinese 

Dari 

Gujarati 

Mandarin 

Somali 

Sudanese 

Turkish 

Urdu 

Vietnamese 

 

 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2026d2029hpsmobilephonespolicy.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2026dfeb2029photographingfilmingrecordingstudentspolicy.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2026dfeb2029photographingfilmingrecordingstudentspolicy.pdf
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/30
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations
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Community Reminders 

Yard Supervision 

The school yard is supervised from 8:45am 

until 9am. There is an announcement at 

8:45am to signal classroom doors are open. 

Students are able to put their bags in their 

room, complete any before school routines 

and monitor jobs before heading back out-

side to play. The hospital end of the oval and 

playground are out of bounds before school. 

After school, staff are on bus and crossing du-

ty (which includes carpark duty in the main 

carpark). The main yard is not supervised. 

Any students who have not been collected by 

3:15pm are taken to the office.  

After school care is available through Trinity 

Academy. A bus from Heathcote PS drops 

after school care passengers at Trinity. For 

bookings, please contact Trinity Academy on  

(03) 4411 6803  

 

Breakfast  Club 

Tuesday & Thursday 

8:40am—8:55am 

HPS Kitchen 

 

      Toast, cereal, milk, fruit available  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Accident & Property Insurance  

The Department (which includes our school) does 

not have personal accident insurance for students. 

If a student is injured at school or while partici-

pating in a school activity (including offsite) and re-

quires medical treatment, parents/carers are re-

sponsible for all of their child’s medical expenses. 

This includes transport costs such as ambulance 

costs (which may include an air ambulance if con-

sidered necessary) 

The Department (which includes our school) does 

not have personal property insurance for staff and/

or students. 

Items of personal property that are lost, stolen or 

damaged at school or during school excursions are 

not the responsibility of Heathcote Primary School 

or the Department. Staff and students are remind-

ed not to bring items of value to school or on 

school excursions. 

Heathcote Primary School encourages parents/

carers to consider obtaining their own accident in-

surance for students and property of value that 

may be brought to school. 

Main Car Park 

The pick up/drop off zone is not a parking 

space. Please keep the engine running, drop 

off or collect your passenger/s and continue 

on your way so the traffic keeps flowing (and 

does not bank up onto the road). 

When parking in the other section of the car 

park, please pull all the way into the car park 

spaces – as close as you safely can to the bol-

lard marking the front of the car park. 

Please travel slowly 

through the car park and 

check for students cross-

ing between the sec-

tions/bays. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=trinity+academy+heathcote&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1050AU1050&oq=trinity+academ&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyDQgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggDEEUYOTIHCAQQABiABDINCAUQLhivARjHARiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiA
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PARENT SUPPORT AND  

EDUCATION SESSIONS  

TERM 2, 2026 
 

The Loddon Children’s Health & Wellbeing Local offers free weekly education sessions that address 

mental health and wellbeing. The sessions are run by a mental health or allied health clinician at the Lo-

cal. 

Sessions are open to any parents or carers of children aged 0-11.    

Why join in?    

• Talk to Local staff about your child.     

• Ask any practical questions you have about parenting now.    

• Gain support for yourself as a parent.    

Where: The Loddon Child and Health Wellbeing Local, 19 Helm St, Kangaroo Flat 3555. Enter via the 

green porch at the back of the site.  

Dates and topics:  Wednesdays (face to face)  

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Annette Clemments on 1800 433 977. 

Book in via email icfhwlocals@bchs.com.au. Please state your name, your child’s name and the ses-

sion you wish to attend. 

WHEN TIME TOPIC 

Apr 22 9.30am ADHD What is it and How Can I Help? 

Apr 29 9.30am What Is Autism and How Can I Help? 

May 6th 9.30am Parent Wellbeing 

May 13 9.30am All About Anger 

May 20 9.30am Managing Big Feelings 

May 27 9.30am Tech Troubles 

Jun 3 9.30am Anxiety in kids 

Jun 10 9.30am Family rules and consequences 

Jun 17 9.30am Sleep 

 Community Happenings—Wellbeing 

mailto:icfhwlocals@bchs.com.au
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Community Happenings 
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Community Happenings 
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Community Reminders 

If you hold a current healthcare card or a Centrelink 

pensioner card you may be eligible to apply for CSEF.  

CSEF provides financial assistance for families to use for 

camps, excursions and school sports. If you think you 

may be eligible, please contact the school office. 
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Account Name: Heathcote Primary School Official Account  

BSB: 083 001 

ACCOUNT: 71 938 5618 

 School Bank Details 

 

 

 

 

School and Department policies 

are available on the  

school website. 

 

 

https://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Policies

