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At Heathcote PS we value...

8th February 2021

Respect

Learning

Teamwork

Responsibility

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung people and we pay our respects to
their Elders, past present and emerging.

IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday 16th February

Welcome BBQ 5.30pm-7.00pm

Wednesday 17th February

School Council 5.30pm

Monday 8th March

Labour Day Public Holiday—No School

Wednesday 24th March

School Council 5.30pm

Thursday 1st April

Last day of Term 1 early dismissal 2.00pm

Monday 19th April

First day of Term 2

Dear Families,
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2021! Our newsletter, along with emails, is the way we
communicate with our families. Newsletters are sent out online and available on the school website,
please make sure you read it each week as this is where you find out what is going on or coming up at
school! For those families without reliable internet, we are happy to provide a paper copy for you.
Please let the Office know if you require a paper copy.
We have 16 new families to our school this year, please make them feel welcome when you see them
around. Eleven of these families are in our Foundation class, the other new families are spread across
the school. Our Foundation class currently has 22 students with 2 more starting soon. Due to the great
enrolments in Foundation, we have placed a fulltime Education Support person in the classroom,
Brooke and Alex are sharing this role. The Foundation class is off to a great start!
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In this newsletter we will touch on lots of bits and pieces, if you have any questions after reading
through, please email, call the Office or talk with your classroom teacher for further explanation.
We are looking forward to a great year working in partnership with you as we start our
education journey for 2021, hopefully a lot smoother than 2020!
Absences
A few teachers have mentioned that they are having a number of students arrive late each day.
Arriving after the bell means students miss instruction time at the beginning of the day, late
arrivals interrupt the class and teacher when they come into class as they don’t know what to
do and need to have things explained again by the teacher.
Students need to arrive every day between 8.45am and 9.00am so they are here ready to
learn, being a part of morning instruction is essential to a positive start for the day. DET is
very serious about students attending all day every day and will be following up with our school
to ensure all students are here, all day every day. We report absences to DET in Melbourne
every week. If you have appointments, please make them for after school or later in the day so
your child can be here for most of the day for classroom learning.
We love having our students at school with us, being here all day, every day is the best way to
support learning development. This year we will be celebrating with students who have over
98% attendance with a special morning tea for them at the end of each term. We are hoping we
have all of our students at morning tea!
She/He is only missing
just……..
That equals….
10 minutes per day
50 minutes per week
20 minutes per day
Half an hour per day
1 hour per day

And over 13 years of
Which is…..
schooling that’s……
Nearly 1.5 weeks per Nearly half a year
year
1 hour 40 minutes per Over 2.5 weeks per Nearly one year
week
year
Half a day per week
4 weeks per year
Nearly one and a half
years
1 day per week
8 weeks per year
Over two and a half
years

Welcome BBQ
We will be having our ‘Welcome BBQ’ on Tuesday 16th February, 5.30 – 7.00pm. A back up date
will be Tuesday 23rd February if it is either too hot or wet on the 16 th . We will be sending home
an invitation with your child/ren mid next week. The school will supply sausages and vegie
burgers for those who can’t eat sausages. We will be dividing up families to share bringing along
either bread, fruit or salads. We look forward to meeting with you all in a more informal
manner. Families are welcome to bring along a picnic blanket to sit on the turf – perhaps we will
have our new shade sail in place!
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Evie
Many of you have met or seen Evie around the school. Evie is our Wellbeing Dog and is
considered to be part of our staff. Evie is a Groodle and is about 8 months old. It is amazing to
see her get into work mode when she arrives each morning, work is triggered by her halti going
on for the day. At 3.00pm when the bell goes, the halti is taken off and she runs around playing
in the Office building – just like pups do! Evie is a valued member of Heathcote Primary School
and she plays an important role in our school. We received support and training from Dogs
Connect staff last year to train the humans at school as well as Evie.
The three main things that we ask all students and adults to do when they see Evie is to say
hello to the person not Evie, don’t use baby talk around her, give her space and never pat her
unless she is sitting. Our students and school community have responded very well to these
requests. Evie is mainly in the Year 4-6 classrooms but does get into other rooms and she is
regularly outside on Yard duty. We are very lucky to have her in our school and are very grateful
to Bendigo Community Health for providing a significant grant towards us having Evie. Evie lives
with Nina and is much loved by the family.
Touching base with teachers
Our teachers are happy to respond to your questions about your child via SENTRAL messaging,
email or an appointment. Sharing information and working together is essential in supporting
your child. At the start and end of the day teachers are usually very busy and at times can’t
respond straight away to you, they may need to get information to respond appropriately to
your questions. To give you and your child their dedicated time, teachers request that you
make a time to meet with them, this will provide you both with time to sit down and have a
conversation about your questions. In Term 1 we have staff meetings on Monday and Tuesday
afternoons. If you are not on the SENTRAL parent portal please contact your classroom
teacher. Teachers are looking forward to working with your child this year.
Have a great week ahead.

Kate
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Jessica Wheeler
Kelsey Delahaye
Brooklyn Waller
Emily Thompson
Neleyah Guichard
Audrey McFadzean
Iziek Nielsen-Morris
Jemma Walsh
Zoe Osicka
Faith Hatfield-Toomath
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CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS
TEAM-WORK

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

LEARNING

Bridget Brown

Bryce Ellis

Charlotte Anderson

Shalena Rowe

Natalie Organ

Tyler Basset

Rosh Santos

Bella Delahaye
Riley Hawkins
Mandy Young

BRONZE LEVEL
TEAM-WORK

RESPECT

LEARNING

RESPONSIBILITY
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DRINK BOTTLE
Remember WATER
only in your
drink
bottle at

Book Club orders online only.
Orders due by 19th February
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IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the Foundation Room…
Our new Foundation students have settled into school well and have been developing wonderful
new friendships with their peers. They have been learning all of our class routines and expectations
as well as completing some great crafts and activities.
This week in writing we will be focussing on the letter Pp, Ii, Nn. We will be practicing how to form
each of these letters correctly and will be making some super fun letter crafts to practice our fine
motor skills.
In reading we are learning how to point to words as we read and to use our eagle eyes to look at the
pictures for clues of what words we might find in the text.
In maths we have been focusing on a number of the day. We have been practicing how to read,
write and count to each number. We have also been learning some fun number games and songs.

This week in the Grade 1/2 Room…
Welcome to Week 3!
This week in reading and writing, our class will be focusing on letters. The students will read a
variety of letters and look at how they are structured and the language used.
During our writing sessions, the students will use their knowledge of letters gained from reading, to
write a letter to me, telling me all about their favourite things and what they are looking forward to
this year.

In maths, we will continue our learning about counting, ending with a focus on skip counting by 2’s,
3’s, 5’s and 10’s. Enjoy your weekend!
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IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the Grade 3/4 Room…
Welcome to Week 3! We have been very impressed with how the students have settled into their new
routines so far. We are lucky to have a lovely group of students and look forward to working with them
as they learn and grow this year.
This week in Literacy students will be learning about the structure and features of Procedural Texts.
This will include a focus of irregular and regular verbs.
It has been fantastic to see so many students returning their home reading folders each day for us to
check and sign. Please keep up this great work!
This term, our class has been reading Roald Dahl’s Danny the Champion of the World. The students
have been enjoying the text so far and will continue to delve into character comparisons and
descriptions of the setting.
Our Numeracy focus this week will be Place Value. Students will work in groups throughout the week
to play games and practice their Place Value and Number skills.

This week in the Grade 4/5 Room…
Week 3 in the Grade 4/5 room will see students return to a more regular and routine timetable with
students begin workshops in their groups for reading.
Students will also finalise and publish their recount writing with a focus on using correct and consistent
tense.
In Maths we will be learning how to partition, regroup and rearrange numbers on paper and then
move to mental calculation adopting these strategies.
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IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the Grade 5/6 Room…
The Grade 5/6 class have made an excellent start to 2021. We’re already enjoying each other’s
company and are enthusiastic about developing our skills and learning new things.
In English we’ll be focusing on our daily 30-minute instructional reading at the beginning of the school
day and keeping record of our home reading in our journals. So far, we’ve analysed some Heathcote
Primary School documents such as the Behaviour Matrix, The Behaviour Chart and The Instructional
Models. We will continue learning how to think critically and identifying important aspects of text.
We’ve commenced working on a holiday recount. We began with brainstorming and planning our
composition and have almost completed our draft. Final copies will be completed over the next week.
Fast finishers will be concentrating on developing their handwriting skills.
The class has almost completed the Essential Assessment tasks in Numeracy and Literacy. We have
begun learning about the four forms of place value and will continue working with numbers over the
next couple of weeks.

Students have been working with their Foundation buddy on Fridays. This is proving an excellent
opportunity for the older children to demonstrate their leadership skills. Everyone is enjoying this
activity and the older students are realising how much energy it takes to work with younger children.
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HEALTHY FOODS POLICY
PURPOSE
To develop nutritional habits which are essential to the growth and development of children, in
line with the DET guidelines.
To work towards ensuring any foods provided by the school are consistent with a healthy eating
philosophy and the philosophy of the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program.

GUIDELINES FOR ACTION


Children are strongly encouraged to bring healthy unpackaged food to school, for snacks
and lunch.



In line with the school’s Anaphylaxis Policy, school community members are asked not to
send nuts to our school.



Lessons relating to healthy foods and healthy eating will form part of each child’s annual
Health & Physical Education curriculum.



All classrooms will encourage students to bring clearly named plastic water bottles into
the room and students will be given unlimited access to water throughout the day.
Water bottles must not contain drinks such as cordial juice or sports drink – water is the
only acceptable drink. High sugar drinks such as soft drinks, flavoured milk, cordial,
energy drinks and flavoured mineral water are not to be sent to school.



Staff members will be encouraged to model healthy eating habits whilst at school.



Students are asked to bring healthy snacks, fresh fruit and vegetables, as brain food into
the classroom.



All students will be educated on the importance of not sharing foods or water bottles.



School activities will be conducted to support ‘Healthy Eating’ as defined by the Victorian
Prevention and Health Promoting Achievement Program.



Parents/carers are asked not to send lollies and chocolate to school in school
lunchboxes.



Families have access to the healthy foods policy and will be supported with information
to help meet this policy requirement through information sharing.
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Buddies
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Newsletter article: Bushfire At Risk
Register - Schools
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in
Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest
options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the
DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be
closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day
is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology
district. Our school has been identified as being
one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed
on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day
closure by letter and/or email. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency
Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once
we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before
the end of the school day.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your
child. It is also important to note that:


No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.



As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled.

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our
school.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days
children should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
 For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when
Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of
the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated
and completed our Emergency Management Plan.
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What can parents do?
Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements in the event that our school is closed.
 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in
touch with us by reading our newsletters, if you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the
school.

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a
coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of
Education and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/
pages/closures.aspx
Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below:
VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices

VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters
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