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At Heathcote PS we value...    Respect    Learning     Teamwork      Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote Primary School  

News  

 

 

Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 24                                                           20th August 2025 

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung  

people and we pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

 2025 - What’s Due?  

Due Now Updated contact information forms 

  2025 - What’s Happening?  

Week 5 Friday 22nd August Book Week Dress Up & Activity Day (parade at 9:10am) 

Week 6 Thursday 28th August 
Dental van onsite (for families who have opted in) 

Onsite until Monday 1st September 

Week 7 Monday 1st September  Hats are back! 

 Friday 5th September Father’s Day Breakfast @ 8:15am—8:45am  

Week 9 Monday 15th September Division Athletics (Grade 3-6 students) 

 Friday 19th September 
Sports Colours and Hot Pie Day (a JSC led initiative) 

Last Day of Term 3. Early Dismissal at 2pm. 

Term 4 

Week 1 
Monday 6th October Term 4 Starts 

Week 2 Friday 17th October 
Foundation 2026 Transition Session #1 

(flyer included in newsletter with additional dates and details) 
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Students have the option of wearing casual clothes to school on their birthday  

(or the closest school day to their birthday if their birthday falls on the weekend or in the school holidays) 

 

  

Kaylee 

Jax                         

 

  READING AWARDS 

75 Nights  

Zoe 

100 Nights  

Griffin 

Bryce 

175 Nights  

Yahya 
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Principal’s Report 

On Wednesday, we hosted Sheila Bollard as 

part of our Real Schools partnership work. 

Sheila spent time in all classrooms modelling 

practices that we had explored at one of our 

curriculum days. A key focus throughout the 

day was using circles to strengthen engage-

ment and learning. Our classrooms are set up 

to allow circles to be created quickly, minimis-

ing transition time between the circle conver-

sation and independent learning time.  

 

Prior to Sheila working with staff and students on Wednesday, she spent time with families on Tuesday 

evening. Thank you to our families who were able to join us either onsite or online for our Real Schools 

family information session on Tuesday evening. Sheila spoke about the different parts of our brain, focus-

ing on two key parts—the part that relates to how we think and reason (the neo cortex) and the limbic 

system, the part responsible for our emotional regulation. Sheila discussed how the use of carefully cho-

sen language sets us (students and adult alike) up for success along with approaches that are not as effec-

tive. We have included an article on the brain and behaviour along with affective statements in this 

week’s newsletter for more information.   

Each week, all students partici-

pate in art, STEM, performing 

arts and PE lessons as part of 

our specialist subject program. 

Our senior students also attend 

Garden and Kitchen sessions. I 

was lucky enough to spend 

time in the art room whilst the 

1/2s were creating rainbow 

serpents and exploring the use 

of colour, shape and line to 

bring their creations to life.  
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Our expected behaviours matrix has been finalised and published. A giant version makes its way to as-

sembly where school leaders share an expected behaviour/s they have noticed as a strength within the 

school during the week and also set the school a challenge for the coming week. For example, strengths 

identified included ‘We are inclusive’, ‘We walk’ and ‘We arrive on time’. The challenge for the week 

ahead is to ‘return our sports equipment’ and ‘place rubbish in the correct bin’.  

As part of our SWPBS work, students are explicitly taught what the expected behaviour looks like at 

school. Our values cards can be earned by students when they demonstrate expected behaviours.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each week, school leaders calculate the total values cards earned by the school. We will be setting a tar-

get amount of values cards to earn a whole school reward / celebration.  

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

Front of values card Back of values card 
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Will you be at HPS in 2026? 

 It might only be Term 3 but planning for Term 4 2026 has 

already started.  

Term 3 is when schools must submit their projected en-

rolment numbers for the following year to the Depart-

ment of Education. It is also the term when we receive 

our indicative budget for the year ahead. We use these 

pieces of information to inform our planning, including 

how many classes we will run and how many staff we can 

employ for the following year.  

 If you, or someone you know, is planning to enrol at 

Heathcote PS in 2026 and have not yet completed an en-

rolment form, please do so as soon as possible. Forms 

are available from the office.  

 If your child*/ren will not be returning to Heathcote PS 

in 2026 please inform the school as soon as possible 
(*excluding Grade 6 students).  

 A difference of as little as five children across the school 

has a huge impact on what is possible and the more in-

formed we are, the better decisions we can make.  

 PS: We understand plans can change at the last minute 

and there is always flexibility in our planning.  
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Account Name: Heathcote Primary School Official Account  

BSB: 083 001 

ACCOUNT: 71 938 5618 

 School Bank Details 

Peter from St Vincent de Paul would like to remind our community that Vinnies can       
provide food vouchers and help with school costs for uniforms and excursions.  

Heathcote Vinnies 

155 High Street, Heathcote 

Open Wednesday and Friday 

10am to 12:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

If you hold a current Healthcare card or a Centrelink pensioner card you may be eligible to 

apply for CSEF.  CSEF provides financial assistance for families to use for camps, excursions 

and school sports. 

If you think you may be eligible, please contact the school office. 

School Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) 
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DRINK BOTTLE 

Remember,  

only WATER  

 in your drink 

bottle at school. 

 

Please check your child’s hair for any unwelcome visitors. If hair is      

shoulder length, please be sure to tie it up as a preventative strategy.  


