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Issue No. 28 11th September 2026 (Term 3, Week 9)

At Heathcote PS we value...

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Ta
people and we pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging.

What’s Happening in Term 3?

Weeks 2—10 | Fridays, weekly sessions Grade 5/6 Bendigo Children’s Health friendship program

Hats are back!

Week 10 Monday 7th September All students are required to wear a broadbrimmed hat

when outside as part of our sun protection policy.

Thursday 17th September Library visits (3/4HP, 3/4N, 5/6F, 5/6 MG)

Pyjamas & Plushies Day (gold coin donation, details p2)

Thursday 17th September

Friday 18th September End of Term 3 (early dismissal @ 2pm)

New dates included in this newsletter for the first time are highlighted in yellow for convenience

2026 - What’s Due?




What’s Happening in Term 3?

THURSDAY 17th SEPTEMBER
(second last day of Term 3)

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL
NEWS

Pls & SOFT TOY DAY

Junior School Council is organising a Pjs and Soft Toy Day. Wear your favourite pjs
and bring along your most adored soft toy. We are raising money for St. Vincent
De Paul, Heathcote. They provide all the yummy fruit students eat every day at
school.

St Vincent de Paul also offers a variety of services aimed at helping individuals and
families in need. The fundraiser will be Thursday 17™ September, 2026. If you
would like to take part in this fun day then please bring along a gold coin donation.

On behalf of Junior School Council,

Georgia, Evelyn N and Jessica




What’s Happening in Term 4, 20267

Term4 Monday 5th October Start of Term 4
Week 1 Thursday 8th October Alpha Production (performance, offsite, local excursion)
Week 3 Friday 23rd October Division cricket (Gr 5/6 cricket team)
Week 4 Mon 26th—Fri 30th Oct. Swimming lessons—Foundation, 1/2JS & 1/2M
Parent Information Session @ 2pm (details on page 12)
Wednesday 28th October
Focus: Neurodiversity, Autism and ADHD
Week 7 Tues. 17th—Thurs. 19th Nov | Energy Breakthrough Camp (pushcarts)
Week 8 Mon. 23rd—Wed. 25th Nov. |Grade 5/6 Camp (details to come)
Week 9 Wednesday 2nd December Grade 6 End of Year Excursion (details to come)
Week 10 | Tuesday 8th December Statewide Transition Day
Thursday 10th December Grade 6 Graduation
Week 11 Friday 18th December End of Term 4 (early dismissal @ 1:30pm)

Toast, cereal, milk, fruit available

Whole School Assembly

Fridays, 9:05am—9:25am, astroturf area

Please join us to celebrate achievements and milestones from the 'week that was’

In the event of inclement weather, assembly will be online (meeting link will be sent)

Please note that more dates will be added to the above list throughout the year.

New dates included in this newsletter for the first time are highlighted in yellow for convenience.
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SWPBS Focus: We use manners and kind words

VALUES AWARDS

Student

Reason

Willow

For always using kind words, showing wonderful manners and treating eve-
ryone with kindness, respect and care. Well done, Willow!

Ruby

For always speaking kindly and using wonderful manners. Well done, Ruby!

Tayte

For consistently using kind words and showing excellent manners when in-
teracting with others. Great job, Tayte!

Yahya

For consistently using manners and kind words with others.

Nathan

For always using manners and kindness when interacting with others. Great
work, Nathan!

Charlotte H

For consistently showing kindness and respect through your kind words and
manners. Well done, Charlotte!

For showing kindness and using manners when interacting with others. You
spread joy and happiness around the school. Well done, Griffin!

KINDNESS AWARDS

Students who consistently demonstrate acts of kindness, compassion and empathy

towards others, promoting a positive and inclusive school environment.

Student

Junior
Unit

Cierra

Middle
Unit

William

Senior
Unit

Lilah

These awards were presented at our assembly on Friday 11th September 2026

Reason

For representing the Junior Unit as a Kindness Ambassador, spreading kind-
ness and positivity through thoughtful words and actions each day. Amazing
job Cierra!

For speaking to the office staff with kindness and in a calm manner. William
always shows respect for others in the office. Well done, William.

Your caring and thoughtful actions impart kindness to those you interact with.
You are a wonderful role model for our school. Well done, Lilah.

[}
. . [}
Congratulations to our award winners! o
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READING AWARDS

Foundation

1/21S

1/2m

3/4HP

3/4N

5/6MG

5/6F

150 Nights

150 Nights

150 Nights

200 Nights

100 Nights

200 Nights

100 Nights

Ernie

200 Nights

200 Nights

Jaimee

200 Nights

The more that you read, the more things you will know.

The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.

Students have the option of wearing casual clothes to school on their birthday

(or the closest school day to their birthday if their birthday falls on the weekend

or in the school holidays)
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What a week! It is amazing what can be packed into five school days.
Our Junior Unit students headed to Bendigo as part of their inquiry
into the past, our Grade 3/4s also made the trip to Bendigo to partici-
& pate in a STEM excursion focusing on sustainability, Grade 3-6 stu-
{ dents highlighted the importance of kindness, connection, friendship
and taking time to look out for each other as part of our RUOK? Day

Thank you to the Junior Unit team, Dave and 3/4 team for the prepa-

& ration and planning to enable students to participate in the excursions

and for the energy on the day.

Every day is RUOK? Day at Heathcote PS,
with people regularly checking in on others.
Last Thursday provided an opportunity to
formally shine the spotlight on wellbeing as
part of the RUOK? national day of action.
Thank you to our wellbeing leader, Christy,
for leading the organisation of the day, all
staff who led an activity and students for
embracing the day with their trademark
kindness. The final words of the day go to
one of our Grade 3 students who headed

17

home reflecting, “That was the best school day ever

Our newly installed basketball and netball rings are proving very popular. We have six new rings in the mini netball
space. The placement of the rings provides more options for students to participate in basketball or netball at
break times and/or PE lessons. The basketball rings with backboards have been deliberately placed at different
heights to make the space more inclusive for ages and skill levels. It has been a joy to see students enjoying using
the new rings and sharing the space so responsibly. Pausing to watch students playing, many examples of expected
behaviours from our matrix (included on page 13) are on display, including, ‘we share our spaces’, ‘we are inclu-
sive’, ‘we determine and play by the rules’, ‘we participate’ and ‘we choose teams fairly’. It has been wonderful to
see students enthusiastically making use of the new facilities, developing their skills and, most importantly, having
fun while being active. Please see page 10 for photos.

It has been a busy and rewarding term and everyone has certainly earned the chance to slow down and recharge
during the upcoming holiday break. With just a few days remaining, we encourage everyone to keep going, finish
strong and make the most of these final days together. There is still plenty of learning, laughter and connection to
enjoy, including pyjamas and soft toy day on Thursday. My thanks in advance to our Junior School Council for or-
ganising the day!




x Goldfields
__Excursion Jg

&S >
My favourite thing on the Goldfields
excursion was...

P A AL N~ n N e J ll np ~ N
lAf'l.kP@;fkﬂ led. \:L N 1S N\ C { )]

J

] I |
J(l(\[‘“! dlso i ked I‘Uoik;vﬁ.j] (i th

, = r
ch an GV OOV 5,

going 10 1) '

/ 4 5 b e
and  going gVe ne
3 { / J)’ !

WAIRERIVR! ;2J ‘[h/ 'h(/a gnti jL

(O{a

fress ing  \FUALONS é@t%—,

e

19







Our break times just got a whole lot more active!
We are very excited about the installation of our

six new basketball and netball rings as part of our

Active Schools grant funding. Students helped
decide which rings to purchase and are pretty
happy with the outcome!




Transitioning into 2027/...

Enrolments & Departures

If you, or someone you know, is planning to enrol a child at Heathcote PS in 2027
and have not yet completed an enrolment form, please do so as soon as possible.
Forms are available from the office and school website.

If your child*/ren will not be returning to Heathcote PS in 2027, please inform the
school as soon as possible (*excluding Grade 6 students).

Enrolment projections determine our indicative budget and we use these pieces of information
to inform our planning, including how many classes we will run and how many staff we can
employ for the following year. A difference of as little as five children across the school has a

huge impact on what is possible and the more informed we are, the better decisions we can
make.

PS: We understand plans can change at the last minute and there is always flexibility in our
planning.

Classroom Placement Requests

We start working on class lists for 2027 very early in Term 4. The process is complex with one
underlying key focus—what will work best for our students. When creating classes, multiple
factors are taken into consideration, including friendships, academic abilities, behaviour and
additional needs along with trying to create classes balanced by gender and size. It’s not an
easy or quick process and there are many drafts before landing on the final class lists. If you
have a request you would like considered, please email carolyn.crowther@education.vic.gov.au
by Friday 30th October 2026.

Submitting a request does not guarantee that it will be able to be met. Please note, that with the
exception of Foundation, we do not know which teachers will be teaching which year level/s
yet and requests for teachers are unable to be considered.

You can read about our classroom placement policy HERE

Key Transition Dates

Foundation 2026Transition Program: Five sessions, starting Friday 16th October (full details on
page 12)

October and November: Multiple opportunities for students to spend time with their 2027 co-
hort (this happens on the same days we host the 2027 Foundation transition sessions)
Monday 7th December: Students find out their 2027 class and teacher/s

Tuesday 8th December: All students spend time in their 2027 class with their classmates. Grade
6 students (Year 7 in 2027) attend a statewide transition at government secondary schools.



chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_enrolment_form_march_2024_pdf_version_1.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2025dsept2028classplacementpolicy.pdf

Inviting all 2027 Foundation
students to join us for a series of
transition visits as part of preparing
for future school life.

Friday 16th October, 9:15am - 10:15am
Thursday 29th October, 9:15am - 10:15am
Friday 12th November, 9am - 10:30am
Wednesday 25th November, 9am - llam
Tuesday 8th December, 9am - 12pm*

Please bring a fruit snack, drink bottle
(with water) and broad brimmed hat.
*Lunch required for the longer day

Phone: (03) 5433 3090
Heathcote Primary School
@ L ERRLU R RS TE  Email: heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Annual Privacy Reminder

for our School Community

Our school collects and uses student and parent per-
sonal information for standard school functions or
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’
privacy policy and the Schools’ privacy collection no-

fice.

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students

policy describes how we collect and use photo-
graphs, video and recordings of students. The policy
also explains when parent consent is required and
how it can be provided and withdrawn.

We ask parents to also review the guidance we pro-
vide on how we use [Microsoft 365/Google Work-

space for Education] safely at the school and what

parents can do to further protect their child’s infor-
mation. If after reviewing the guidance, you have any
questions or concerns regarding your child using
[Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for Education],
please contact the school.

For more information about privacy, refer to:
Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. This

information is also available in eleven community
languages:

Ambharic
Arabic
Chinese
Dari
Gujarati
Mandarin
Somali
Sudanese
Turkish
Urdu
Viethamese

Late Arrivals & Early Departures

If students arrive after 9am or need to leave
before 3pm, they need to sign in or sign out at
the office. This is done using the Compass portal.
5/6MG visited the office to practise the process.

Mobile Phone Policy (student use)

Department policy requires that students who
choose to bring mobile phones to school must
have them switched off and securely stored dur-
ing school hours, including break times.

All schools are required to have a local school pol-
icy on mobile phones that reflects this require-
ment and which provides details for the imple-
mentation of the policy at their school.

Our school’s mobile phone policy (student use) is
available on the school website HERE.

In a nutshell, mobile phones and smart watches
with mobile phone capabilities are to be:

. switched off during school hours

dropped off at the office for secure storage
upon arrival. Eg. Not kept in school bags.

collected at the end of the
school day.



chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2026d2029hpsmobilephonespolicy.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2026dfeb2029photographingfilmingrecordingstudentspolicy.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2026dfeb2029photographingfilmingrecordingstudentspolicy.pdf
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/30
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations
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Yard Supervision

The school yard is supervised from 8:45am
until 9am. There is an announcement at
8:45am to signal classroom doors are open.
Students are able to put their bags in their
room, complete any before school routines
and monitor jobs before heading back out-
side to play. The hospital end of the oval and
playground are out of bounds before school.

After school, staff are on bus and crossing du-
ty (which includes carpark duty in the main
carpark). The main yard is not supervised.
Any students who have not been collected by
3:15pm are taken to the office.

After school care is available through Trinity
Academy. A bus from Heathcote PS drops
after school care passengers at Trinity. For
bookings, please contact Trinity Academy on
(03) 4411 6803

Main Car Park

The pick up/drop off zone is not a parking
space. Please keep the engine running, drop
off or collect your passenger/s and continue
on your way so the traffic keeps flowing (and
does not bank up onto the road).

When parking in the other section of the car

park, please pull all the way into the car park
spaces — as close as you safely can to the bol-
lard marking the front of the car park.

Please travel slowly

through the car park and
check for students cross-
ing between the sec-

tions/bays.

=

Personal Accident & Property Insurance

The Department (which includes our school) does
not have personal accident insurance for students.

If a student is injured at school or while partici-
pating in a school activity (including offsite) and re-
quires medical treatment, parents/carers are re-
sponsible for all of their child’s medical expenses.
This includes transport costs such as ambulance
costs (which may include an air ambulance if con-
sidered necessary)

The Department (which includes our school) does
not have personal property insurance for staff and/
or students.

Items of personal property that are lost, stolen or
damaged at school or during school excursions are
not the responsibility of Heathcote Primary School
or the Department. Staff and students are remind-
ed not to bring items of value to school or on
school excursions.

Heathcote Primary School encourages parents/
carers to consider obtaining their own accident in-
surance for students and property of value that
may be brought to school.

Breakfast Club
Tuesday & Thursday
8:40am—8&8:55am
HPS Kitchen

Toast, cereal, milk, fruit available



https://www.google.com/search?q=trinity+academy+heathcote&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1050AU1050&oq=trinity+academ&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyDQgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggDEEUYOTIHCAQQABiABDINCAUQLhivARjHARiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiA

HOLIDAYS
SORTED

PLAY.AFL/HOLIDAYPROGRAMS

BENDIGD
AFL SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

TUESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER | 9AM-3PM
BACKHAUS OVAL, BENDIGO

BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 4-12

$55 PER PERSON - FOOTY TO KEEP!

SUMMER

RM 4 2026 & TER

OW SEEKING EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR OUR
NIOR BASKETBALL SUMMER SEASON

UNDER 12 UNDER 14 UNDER 16
BOYS BOYS BOYS
BORN 2016-2017 BORN 2014-2015 BORN 2012-2013

_ TRAINING T

UNDER 10 & UNDER 12 MONDAY 4PM - 5PM
UNDER 14 MONDAY 5PM - 6PM
UNDER 16 MONDAY 5:30PM - 6:30PM

COMPETITION DEVELOP SKILLS, FUN, RESPECT,
GAMES MAKE FRIENDS & TEAMWORK &

ARE PLAYED AT BE PART OF A GREAT A LOVE FOR

RED ENERGY ARENA, CLUB COMMUNITY! THE GAME!
BENDIGO.

RESTEDP? D AANBUTLER 0418 589 020

FASE CONTACT: (2 KRISTYN CAMPBELL 0418 852 339

BARRACK RESERVE STADIUM, f FOLLOW US!
HEATHCOTE. facebook.com/HeathcotePanthersBasketball

Heathcote Primary School
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L

children's health
& wellbelng Iocal

Frew suspp e Lol P

Free Parent Information Session
Wednesday 28 October 2026
2pm in the Kitchen

Neurodiversity, Autism and
ADHD explained

Brought to you by the Loddon Child Health and Wellbeing Loca
Parent Program Coordinator
Annette Clemment

The term neuradiversity is used now for several conditions like
autism, ADHD, d\,rslexia dysgraphia tourette’s and so on. The

This session focuses on these two conditions and how you can

help someone cope in a world that is not build for
neurodiversity.

Come along to explore this topic and ask questions to help you
support your child.

TRINITY ACADEMY
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Mental Health
Kids Hubs

children's health
PARTNER

Free support for children and their families

FREE ONE HOUR
SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
TERM THREE 2026

The Local is offering one-hour sessions on topics for building skills in relationships and
wellbeing during the September school holidays. And they are Free and open to
children 4-11.

The sessions are fun, educational and a safe space to explore the topics listed below.
You will gain skills to apply at home to help build confidence with these topics.

Staff from the Child Health and Wellbeing local will run the sessions and answer
questions throughout.

Groups are small: five children with one parent per child attending.

TOPICS and DATES

21t Sept, Mon Bendigo, Magnificent Me, at the Local 10.30am 4-6 year olds; learn to
celebrate your unique qualities and build your self-esteem.

30" Sept Wed Bendigo, Managing Feelings, at the Local 10.30am 4-6 year olds;
1.30pm 7-11 year olds. Learning about what happens in your body when you have big
feelings, what you can do to help yourself cope.

2" QOct Fri Bendigo, Building Social Skills 10.30am 4-6 year olds, 1.30pm 7-11 year
olds. Learn about friendships, what is helpful and when boundaries might be needed.

Bookings are essential:

Please call Annette or admin on 1800 433 977 or email us which sessions you want to
attend, your child’s name and age, your name and contact details including telephone

We will be in touch prior to the session to confirm details including how to access the venue.

In partnership with Bendigo Health,

(B:endigo " gigdpgroat?vg [lsl)lzlr[ng:zob:)'ﬁ;:?\lal The Children’s Health and Wellbeing Local is jointly funded by the Victorian Government
Hon;::‘"m Y Gorporation, Echuca Regional Health, and the Australian Government through the Medicare Mental Health Kids I—Lub initiative.
r Sera i North Central LLEN Maryborough
ervices District Health, Dhelkaya Health and OFFICIAL

Omnia Community Health
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WEVEGOT ¢
YOU COVERED
THESE

HOLIDAYS

JOIN US FOR TWO DAYS OF
JAM-PACKED ACTION - REGISTER NOW!

Tuesday 29™ Sept - Thursday Ist Oct
®© 8:30am - 4pm

o Bendigo Sports Centre

@ SPORT & ACTIVITIES

o QUALIFIED STAFF

ACCREDITED PROGRAM

SCAN ME

= - p : ; i
REGISTER NOW'SR i % LATROBE

Monster Making

What makes a good monster in a story? Are they
hairy, scary, or just misunderstood? Jess will help
you find monster inspiration in stories to design
your own spooky (or very friendly) monster.
Ages 5-8 years. s
Wed 30 Sep, 10-11am =
Bendigo Library

Drawn to Nature
Stuck for ideas? The natural world is full of
inspiration just waiting to be found. Discover

Wri'l'ing SI(efching some amazing places and animals, learn how

to keep a sketchbook and understand the

wi'h Jess Meceqehin importance of inspiring others to care for the
environment. Ages 8-13 years.

We are delighted to welcome wonderful

children’s author and illustrator Jess Wed 30 Sep, 11.30am-12.30pm

McGeachin! Drawing quite literally from Bendigo Library

a day job at Melbourne Museum, Jess

loves sharing stories about hidden worlds, Wed 30 Sep, 2-3pm

sometimes magical and sometimes real! Kangaroo Hat Library

= Y2

Pop-Up Museum
Dinosaurs, Megafauna

Bendigo Li

(scon) BOOKINGS REQUIRED
\xaw) vevow.goldfieldslibraries.com
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Robot

attack! | Smele

No bookings
necessary

Heathcote Library E

Friday 2 October, 10-11am

E—
’} | Goraies
57

Heathcote Library

Tuesday 29 September Bookings
10.30-11.30am & 11.30am-12.30pm ncgrl.vic.gov.au

How to access support
PP Our partners children's health

B R PR & wellbeing local
For support in your area The Loddon Children’s Health and Wellbeing . Free tupport forchdran and thei families
Call: 1800 433 977 Local is run by Bendigo Community Health
Email: icfhwlocals@bchs.com.au Services.

loddonchwl.com.au . 3 4 g
We bring together and coordinate services with

the folowing partners Supporting the healthy
Bendigo Health development and

Referrals Bendigo & District Aboriginal Co-operative

i Dhekaya Health emotional wellbeing of
We are currently accepting referrals from target

Echuca Regional Health -
and partner health se . See our website for Maryborough District Health Service Ch“dren aged 0'1 1
details. Njernda Aboriginal Corporation
« North Central LLEN ’ :
Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health Get to know the Loddon Children’s

Health and Wellbeing Local

Contact us to find out how we can help

Fees and cost
This is a fully-funde: e, there is no cost

Options for access
Interpreters and translators

Let us know what type of interpreter you need Select services are available in a range of
when you make appointment community settings in association with our
partners,

lated Februrary 2025
Connecting you with others We know getting to appointments isn't always
QOur support network is e-reaching. If our easy. Where practical, we offer telephone, online
services aren't the right one jour child, we and in-person options.
can connect you to those tha better meet

their needs.

If you need help in a crisis 1r Bendigo Community
o Health Services

The Chikiren's Health and
Wellbeing Local s jointly funded
by tha Victorian Government and
the Australian Government
through the Head to Health Kids
Initiative.




Account Name: Heathcote Primary School Official Account
BSB: 083 001 S

ACCOUNT: 71 938 5618 -

THIS SCHOOL IS A

School and Department policies
are available on the

school website.

Book Club LOOP

for Parents

LOOP is the Scholastic Book Club
Linked Onlin OrdnquPﬂym t piatform for paremnts

aorde or Scholastic Beok Club by ¢ visit
www scholast-c.com.aul I.OOP

. App Store



https://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Policies

