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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  32                                                                                                                              9 November 2020 

IMPORTANT DATES  

Wednesday 25th November School council 5.30pm 

Tuesday 1st December School Photo Day 

Tuesday 8th December Statewide Transition Day (to be confirmed) 

Thursday 17th December Year 6 Graduation 4.30pm 

Friday 18th December Last day of Term  4, early dismissal 2.00pm 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Another busy week! Students have been very busy in our vegetable garden, everything is growing        

incredibly quickly! Michele has been harvesting many broad beans, students have tasted a range of 

broad bean based dishes. The most creative has been broad bean ice-cream, an interesting taste          

sensation! My favourite has been the broad bean dip – it was yummy.  

 

Emily Rose has arrived!  

Jackson Callander, Year 1, and his Mum, Shannan and Dad, Wade, have just welcomed a new baby  into 

their  family. Emily Rose arrived on Tuesday at the Callander household. We wish them all  well as they 

enjoy their new family member.  Jackson is very excited about his new sister!  

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung people and we pay our respects to 

their Elders, past present and emerging. 
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Bushfire at Risk Register 

As you will be aware, our school, along with Holy Rosary, Shine Bright Kinder and Bunbunarik are all on 

the Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR). This means when a Code Red day is called, the school will be closed. 

Please read the information in this  newsletter that explains the processes involved. As we experienced in 

recent times, a Code Red Day can be called late by the Emergency Management Commissioner. Ideally it 

is done in advance however we know in extreme circumstances this can change. It is very important  in 

the summer months that you check emails regularly each day, this is the quickest way for us to notify 

our families. It is very important for you to update your contact details with us regularly, this is critical 

as we head into the warmer months.  

We are preparing our grounds, updating our Emergency Management Plans and will conduct a fire drill in 

the coming weeks. If you don’t have a Fire Plan at home, now is the time to sit down as a family and work 

out what preparations you need to implement at your home to keep your family safe. No doubt many of 

you already have this in place. 

 

Paternity leave for Mr Clayton 

Mr Clayton and his wife Jess are eagerly awaiting the arrival of their second child in November. We have 

asked Mrs Balic, who currently teaches the class on Friday,  and Ms Sergi to take Mr Clayton’s place while 

he is on leave. This provides consistency for the students as both staff members are familiar with the 

class and their  routine for  the Year 4-5  day.   

 

Kinder transition 

Transition sessions continue later this week. We have new guidelines that allow us to have 10 children 

onsite at a time without a parent or carer. This has been great news! We have allocated groups to our 

enrolled students for another two sessions. It will be great to have them with us! 

 

Evie 

Evie has had another great week. She had fun at the Heathcote dog park on her way home the other 

night, you will see a photo of what she looked like after her play with a friendly Kelpie! When Evie is calm 

outside students are now able to pat her, if she is very excited she has to sit before this can happen.  

Please remember to talk with your child/ren about the  things below, these are very important in help-

ing Evie do her job in our school. We also ask our parents/carers to  observe these rules when they see 

Evie. It helps her if we are all doing the same thing  –  

 

Say hello to the person with Evie, not Evie 

Walk around her and give her plenty of space 

Don’t stop and stare at her 

Don’t call out her name 

Don’t use baby talk with her 

 

 

Enjoy the week ahead. 

Kate 
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Newsletter article:   Bushfire At Risk 
Register - Schools 
  

  

  

  

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day 
closure by letter and/or email.  A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency              
Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once 
we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will  provide you with advice before 
the end of the school day. 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in 
Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest 
options for preserving life.                                                                               
Schools and children’s services listed on the 
DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be 
closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day 
is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology 
district.  Our school has been identified as being 
one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed 
on the BARR. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather 
forecast.  This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your 
child.  It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of 
Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

 As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled. 

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our 
school. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days 
children should never be left at home or in the care of older children. 

 For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when 
Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of 
the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated 
and completed our Emergency Management Plan.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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What can parents do? 

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrange-
ments in the event that our school is closed. 

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in 
touch with us by reading our newsletters, if you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the 
school. 

 

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a 
coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay. 

 

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan. 

 

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Educa-
tion and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/
closures.aspx 

Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below: 

VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 

VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 

Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 

ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://emergency.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
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 Bailey Delahaye 

                                               Brandon Thomas 

  READING AWARDS 

250 Nights  

Kenzie Merritt 

275 Nights  

Alexis Knight 

300 Nights  

 

 

     There has been a case of head lice at our school this week.   

      Please check your child’s hair. 
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RESPECT 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

LEARNIING TEAM-WORK 

 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

BRONZE LEVEL 

Mackenzie Merritt Hayley Righton Jackson Callander 

Brandon Thomas 

Sienna Waldron 

 

Hayley Righton 

Madison Cooper 

Conroy Maller 

Jessica Toifl 

Natalie Organ 

Jessica Toifl 

 Luke Anderson 

 

 

Cody Simpson 

Bella Delahaye  Jai Gales 

Alexis Knight 

Mackenzie Merritt 

Isaac Miller 

Luke Anderson 

Xavier Macumber 

Ellana Miller 

Rosh Santos 

Tommy Wan 

TEAM-WORK 

 

RESPECT 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

LEARNING 

 

TEAM-WORK 

 

RESPECT 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

LEARNING 

 

LEARNING 

 
 

RESPECT 

  

RESPONSIBILITY 

 Madi Cooper 

George McFadzean 

TEAM-WORK 

 
 

SILVER LEVEL 

     GOLD LEVEL 
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                               PLATINUM LEVEL 

           

       Saphire Cardwell 

                

           Natalie Organ 

 

 DRINK BOTTLE 

                    Remember  WATER  

 only in your drink  

 bottle at school. 
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This week in the F/1 Room.. 

In English our word of the week is LIGHT; we will be focussing on the trigraph /igh/. Can you think of 
any words that have this spelling pattern in them? 

We will be having a go at making up and writing our own narratives (stories).  

 

In Maths we are learning about division.  We will be learning how to share items into equal groups 
and will be writing our own division sentences.   

  

In Inquiry our focus is Australia. We will be learning about the three flags of Australia (Australian, In-
digenous  and Torres Strait Islander flags) and making a collage of each to display in our classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday it will be Miss Mac’s last day in our classroom. We have loved having her in our room 
to help and teach us. We will be having a special afternoon tea to say goodbye to her.  

 

This week in the Grade 2 Room… 

Welcome to week 6.  

In our classroom this week, the students will focus on completing their myths and legends and craft 
new narratives to add to our shared texts. We will continue to explore the common vowel digraph 
letter combinations in our daily word work, and begin to understand how texts are structured during 
our reading sessions.  

In maths, the students will learn about time, looking at how to tell the time and how time is             
important in scheduling (I.e. timetables at school or train stations).  

 

 

 
 

IN THE CLASSROOM 
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This week in the Grade 3/4 Room… 

Lately the 3/4 students have worked really hard to improve their writing craft and we are very excited 
to have the opportunity this week to write our own folk and fractured fairy tales that will include dia-
logue! We have noticed a dramatic improvement in the students’ reading fluency, self-monitoring and 
text difficulty in the last few weeks, so thank you for all your efforts in committing to regular reading 
practice with your child!    

This week in Numeracy we will begin to revise Multiplication. Students will engage in a number of    
activities and explore different multiplication skills and strategies to solve problems.  

The students will continue to investigate Inventions in their Inquiry unit with Ms Sergi on Thursday.  

Have a great week everyone! 

 

This week in the Grade 4/5 Room 

This week the grade 4/5 class will focus on improving their summarising skills in reading. Students will 
learn the difference between retelling the story and selecting the most important information. 

In mathematics we will be completing our data posters and writing some summary findings. The      
students will include this work in their communication books and take home to share at the end of the 
year. 

 

This week in the Grade 5/6 Room… 

In Literacy sessions this week, the class will be exploring the features of persuasive texts, analysing the 

effectiveness of their purpose and drafting their own persuasive responses.  

Maths will include comparing data and experimenting with chance and probability. The class will also 

be involved with collecting and presenting data in regards to a topic of their choice. 

We will continue working with Evie. We are currently learning to be more assertive with her so that 

she understands and demonstrates acceptable behaviour in the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLASSROOM 
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Evie – Descriptions by Grade 5/6 

The glamorous light reflecting on Evie’s brown exotic eyes, it’s as if you can see into her soul.      
Although you could see her rebellious actions if you met her, relying on her cross hatched and 
luxuriously comfy bed to stay calm. Evie is the best employee at Heathcote Primary School and is 
definitely the cutest. When Ms Ballantyne takes Evie out for walks on the lime, green grass she  
often gets wet. So, when she comes close to the glistening light it makes her fur ever so shiny. 

Abbey Matthews 

I ran my fingers through Evie’s wavy, royal oak, coat. What a mesmerizing groodle. She’s one of a 
kind. This adorable puppy has been tricking everyone with her cunningness and cute puppy eyes. 
Sprawled out on her majestic checked bed, laying and watching thunderous giant loud feet      
keeping her from her wonderous dreams.     

Chase Panoff-Whicher 

Evie, the colour of the richest sand at the most elegant beach. She has the finest blond tresses, 
excited to be in the presence of any human willing to stroke her luscious blonde curls. Eyes as 
brown as chocolate dipped in chocolate with chocolate on top. We are very providential to have 
her. 

Emily Mitchell 

Evie, the most adorable cheeky little pup you have ever seen. She has chestnut, curly, fluffy fur. 
She is most certainly a very friendly companion but watch out, she will softly tickle you with her 
smooth, soft, pink tongue. 

Ella Eiseman 

Our school owns a regal looking dog who goes by the name Evie. She has a luxurious blonde coat 
which covers her colossal size. She is loyal and affectionate with a real flair for fun. She can be 
twitchy and edgy because of the immature state that she is in. She often sits on her sky-blue bed 
of which is crosshatched in pattern. Next to her bed is a coal black basket containing her glossy 
toys. 

Henry McFadzean 

Evie is a playful puppy. Evie has golden, soft fur. Evie has brown chocolate eyes. Evie’s fluffy legs 
are soft. Evie has a waggy tail. Evie is a school dog and she’s calm in the 5/6, 4/5 and 3/4 classes. 

Issy Taylor 

Evie’s flaxen locks swishing in the damp cold air while the students mutter among each other. 
Evie imploring to have a belly rub from her servants. All the students trying not to laugh when she 
does something mischievous. Evie is honestly affectionate and chummy with all students around 
the school. Evie would never ever chomp on anyone if she had the chance. The only time Evie will 
bark is when she is awakened from her deep slumber. 

Ivy Henness 

Evie is a silky golden Groodle, not a poodle. Her job is to calm people down. While she is learning, 
she can be distracting. She has a slumbering palace, so soft for her head. She has a cool                    
refreshing basin of water, to quench her thirst. 

Jaycob Grigg 
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        Evie’s trip to the dog park! 
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100 Days of School F/1 Room 
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ART CLASS 
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