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At Heathcote PS we value...

Respect

Learning

Teamwork

Responsibility

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung people and we pay our respects to
their Elders, past present and emerging.

IMPORTANT DATES
Wednesday 25th November

School council 5.30pm

Tuesday 1st December

School Photo Day

Tuesday 8th December

Statewide Transition Day (to be confirmed)

Thursday 17th December

Year 6 Graduation 4.30pm

Friday 18th December

Last day of Term 4, early dismissal 2.00pm

Dear Parents/Carers,
Students and teachers continue to work hard in their classrooms. On my frequent trips in and out of the
rooms I continue to see students hard at work and engaged with their learning. They are always happy
to share with me what they are up to!
Respectful Relationships
The great majority of our students have returned to school very well. We still have a small number of
students who have found it hard to settle back into school and the way we expect them to engage with
others. Disappointingly this small number of students have used inappropriate and unacceptable
language when interacting with others. Staff will continue to work with these students in addressing this
inappropriate and unacceptable behaviour. We ask all of you to follow up at home with your children
about the positive ways we should be interacting with others. We understand that it has been a very
difficult year for all students but disrespectful behaviour to others will not be tolerated. Thank you for
your support in following up with your child/ren.
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Welcome Cailen!
Cailen has arrived in our F-1 class! We welcome Cailen to our school along with his Mum and
Dad, Kate and Michael. If you see Kate or Michael waiting in the carpark please say hello.
Bushfire at Risk Register
As you will be aware, our school, along with Holy Rosary, Shine Bright Kinder and Bunbunarik are
all on the Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR). This means when a Code Red day is called, the school
will be closed. Please read the information in this newsletter that explains the processes
involved. As we experienced in recent times, a Code Red Day can be called late by the
Emergency Management Commissioner. Ideally it is done in advance however we know in
extreme circumstances this can change. It is very important in the summer months that you
check emails regularly each day, this is the quickest way for us to notify our families. It is very
important for you to update your contact details with us regularly, this is critical as we head
into the warmer months.
We are preparing our grounds, updating our Emergency Management Plans and will conduct a
fire drill in the coming weeks. If you don’t have a Fire Plan at home, now is the time to sit down
as a family and work out what preparations you need to implement at your home to keep your
family safe. No doubt many of you already have this in place.
Kinder transition
Our first transition session where children could come without parent/carers occurred last
Friday. It was great to see so many happy little people ready to head over to the classroom with
Miss Childs. We have about 22 students who will be in our Foundation class for 2021. It has
been great to meet with them and their families over the past few weeks.
Evie
Evie continues her learning. She is walking much better with the halti lead and has been walking around
the Year 5-6 classroom off lead. If she is sitting out in the yard when on yard duty, students can pat her
on the chest. Grant and Steve from Dogs Connect continue to be very pleased with her progress, so are
we!
Please remember to talk with your child/ren about the things below, these are very important in
helping Evie do her job in our school. We also ask our parents/carers to observe these rules when
they see Evie. It helps her if we are all doing the same thing –
Say hello to the person with Evie, not Evie
Walk around her and give her plenty of space
Don’t stop and stare at her
Don’t call out her name
Don’t use baby talk with her
Enjoy the week ahead.

Kate
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Newsletter article: Bushfire At Risk
Register - Schools
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in
Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest
options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the
DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be
closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day
is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology
district. Our school has been identified as being
one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed
on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day
closure by letter and/or email. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency
Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once
we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before
the end of the school day.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your
child. It is also important to note that:


No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.



As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled.

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our
school.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days
children should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
 For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when
Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of
the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated
and completed our Emergency Management Plan.
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What can parents do?
Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that our school is closed.
 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in
touch with us by reading our newsletters, if you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the
school.

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a
coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/
closures.aspx
Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below:
VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices

VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters
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There has been a case of head lice at our school this week.
Please check your child’s hair.

Jackie Evans
READING AWARDS
25 Nights

250 Nights

275 Nights
Charlotte Houldsworth

Ellana Miller

Sophie Fortunato

Freddie McFadzean
Henry McFadzean
Rachel Toifl
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CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS
TEAM-WORK
Jackie Evans

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

Ava Hart

Jaycob Grigg

LEARNIING

Madison Cooper

Freddie McFadzean

Luke Anderson

Natalie Organ

Wesley Knight

Cody Simpson

Andre Shreeve
Angel Shreeve

BRONZE LEVEL
TEAM-WORK
Jax Buccella

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY
Indiana Davidson

Isaac Miller

LEARNING
Haylee Nielsen-Bertoni

Henry McFadzean

Bella Delahaye
Ned Joseph
Chase Panoff-Whicher
Andre Shreeve

SILVER LEVEL
TEAM-WORK

RESPECT

Charlotte Anderson

Saphire Cardwell

Ethan Longson

Ella McNally

RESPONSIBILITY
William Powers

LEARNING
Conroy Maller
Issy Taylor

Ella McNally

Mandy Young

GOLD LEVEL
TEAM-WORK
William Powers

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

LEARNING
Zoe Osicka
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PLATINUM AWARD
Ned Joseph
Isaac Miller
Chase Panoff-Whicher
Andre Shreeve

DIAMOND AWARD
Jessica Toifl
DRINK BOTTLE
Remember WATER
only in your drink
bottle at school.
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IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the F/1 Room..
In English our word of the week is TAPE; we will be focussing on the split graph a,e (‘e’ is changing
the sound of the ‘a’)
We will be continue the stories that we began last week. This week we will be illustrating them and
attempting to animate them using the ipads.

In Maths we are learning perimeter and area. We will using informal units such as our hands, feet,
bodies, blocks to measure around the outside and inside of spaces.
In Inquiry our focus is Australia. We will be learning about some famous Australian landmarks
including Uluru, The Great Barrier Reef and Sydney Opera House. We will also be learning and singing
some famous Australian songs.

This week in the Grade 2 Room…
Welcome to Week 7!
In our reading sessions, we will be looking at how to find and investigate information sourced
from our shared reading text. This will link into our writing sessions, where we are looking at
crafting an explanatory writing piece. The students will need to look at using text features in
their writing such as diagrams, headings and sub-headings to produce a well-structured piece
of writing.
In maths, we will continue to explore time, focusing more on how to read and create
timetables, and how and why time is important in our lives.

8

IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the Grade 3/4 Room…
Personal narratives will be the focus for this week’s writing lesson. We are looking forward to hearing
the student’s memorable first times of riding a bike, losing a tooth, Santa visits and birthday
experiences. Our word work will cover capitalisation and full stops in context and the use of acronyms
and common abbreviations for words like Doctor, Miss, Litre and Northern Territory.
We continue to focus on Multiplication in Maths this week. If students have some time at home,
practicing times tables and skip counting will help support their learning in the classroom. There are
some fun, catchy times tables songs available on google that the students enjoy.
Art has been a real joy with the 3/4 Grade this Term and the students are showing great energy and
expertise in drawing and painting practice. We will continue working on interesting projects of
Steampunk animals and Day of the Dead skull artworks on Wednesday.

This week in the Grade 4/5 Room
We have had a fantastic week in the Grade 4/5 room. We have been learning about graphs in
Mathematics. Students have collected data from the class on various topics, and graphed the
information in both bar graphs and pie graphs. These graphs have been presented beautifully on
posters and displayed in the classroom.
Our reading focus for the week has been summarising. The students have done an excellent job of
identifying the main events in stories in order to give an accurate summary.
The students produced some amazingly creative writing in response to an intriguing image titled
“Subterranean”. The writing responses were so varied and interesting in their interpretation. Students
enjoyed sharing their work, and listening to the stories that others had created.

This week in the Grade 5/6 Room…
The class will be learning about the features of persuasive texts and presenting a persuasive response
in the form of an advertisement within their TRIBES groups. Students will be allocated specific roles in
their groups (eg…facilitator, time-keeper, scribe, viewer, reporter). Groups will refer to a rubric to
ensure they cover and meet all aspects of assessment to an acceptable level.
In Mathematics, we will be learning about mass. We will be discussing and applying the correct/
appropriate units of measurement regarding mass and using scaled instruments to measure objects.
We will also focus on converting between grams and kilograms and comparing measuring systems
(Australia – metric & America – imperial).
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Digital Technology
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Art Work
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