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We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungu

people and we pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging.

2025 - What’s Happening?

Week 8 Monday 24th November Curriculum Day — Student Free Day
2026 Foundation Transition #4 (9:15am—11am)
Tuesday 25th November Whole School ‘Step Up’ morning #2 (9:15am—11am)
Grade 5/6 Bendigo Community Health session #2
Week 9 Tuesday 2nd December,
Monday 15th December Swimming—Group 2 (Foundation, Grade 1 & 2 students)
& Week 11
to Thursday 18th December
Week 9 Wednesday 3rd December |Grade 6 Celebration excursion (details home 21/11/25)
) Christmas Concert—Save the Date!
Friday 5th December
(in the afternoon during school hours, details to come)
Week 10 | Tuesday 9th December Whole School Transition Day
Thursday 11th December Grade 6 Graduation (after school, details to come)
Friday 12th December F-2 excursion (details home 21/11/25)
Week 11 | Friday 19th December End of Term 4. Early Dismissal @ 1:30pm

2025 - What’s Due?




CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS

TEAMWORK RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY LEARNING
Jackson C Amelia E George J Jaxon
Ace Logan Occy
Kadir Miles Mason
Nathan Alexandra
Xavier Rachel
Charlotte H

Charlotte H - Responsibility Award for showing responsibility when asked to complete a task.
Jackson C - Teamwork Award for encouraging others.
George J - Responsibility Award for being a great role model for other students.
Jaxon - Learning Award for being prepared to have a go.
Occy - Learning Award for staying focused on learning.
Miles - Responsibility Award for being a great role model for other students.
Amelia - Respect Award for being polite and well-mannered to other people.
Logan - Responsibility Award for being a great role model for other students.
Mason - Learning Award for showing great improvement.
Ace - Teamwork Award for encouraging others.
Rachel - Responsibility Award for showing responsibility when asked to complete a task.
Nathan - Teamwork Award for considering other people’s feelings.
Kadir - Teamwork Award for encouraging others.
Xavier - Teamwork Award for communicating well with the teacher.

Alexandra - Responsibility Award for showing responsibility when asked to complete a task.

00 00000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 90090 90 900y
Awards are presented at our weekly whole school assembly on Friday

These awards were presented at assembly on 21/11/25

**Assembly starts at 2:30pm**




AWARDS

TEAMWORK RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY LEARNING

BRONZE LEVEL

Creed Leo Aydin

Jayden

SILVER LEVEL

April Freddie Cailen Harry
Georgia Aldane Reynald
Hazel P Georgia Charlotte H
Rachel Hazel P
Evelyn O
Luna T
GOLD LEVEL
Theo Jaimee Jayden Willow
Cailen Pippa Pippa Angus
Storm April Angelo Savannah
Nathan Lucas
Alexander C Bethany

Kindness A mbassador Awowd

Students who consistently demonstrate acts of kindness, compassion and empathy

towards others, promoting a positive and inclusive school environment.

Jayden —For always being kind when others are need-
ing support and for being so helpful in keeping the bike
shed organised.

Em-Rose - For always being kind and helpful towards
everyone.




Sammy Cooper
Alexander Storm
Nate Theo

Students have the option of wearing casual clothes to school on their birthday
(or the closest school day to their birthday if their birthday falls on the weekend or in the school holidays)

AT 2'° BREAK BEFORE THE FROG
NOISE ALL STUDENTS CAN
PURCHASE A ZOOPER DOOPER
FROM A JUNIOR UNIT MEMBER OR
A PEER MEDIATOR.

TURF AREA

MONEY RAISED GOES TO OUR JUNIOR UNIT
LITTLE LEARNERS LOVE LITERACY BOOK
RESOURCE COLLECTION

a.

Thank you for supporting the Zooper Dooper fundraiser with such enthusiasm.
We have been lucky enough to raise approximately $300 in the first week.

Money raised will be used to purchase decodable texts for the literacy program.



Principal’s Report

Week 7 brought us a little bit of everything—a whole school incursion courtesy of Mandalay Resources,
an excursion for Grade 6s, Zooper Doopers, the Macarena performed by 1/2JS and three tawny frog-
mouths! Our focus on literacy and numeracy continued alongside these events along with our specialist
subjects. We received our School Performance Report earlier this term which celebrates and recognises
our improved learning results. Congratulations and thank you to our staff and students for their hard
work and commitment achieving these results!

: B There was much excitement in
f'.‘:
'-ﬂ; the yard on Monday when

| “brown fluffy things” were

Y spotted in a tree by junior stu-
P e,

,’F‘ dents. Seeing and hearing the

24" joy and wonder of our students

A

After a visit from Mandalay Resources, our junior geolo-
gists spent their break times eagerly fossicking for rocks
and minerals. My thanks to Natasha, Stevie and Braden fo
spending part of their Thursday teaching us about their
roles. Please see pages six and seven for student reports.

The Zooper Dooper fundraiser is proving to be a very pop-
ular one. So popular, that we have raised approximately
$300 in one week!

We’'re grateful for the support with all money raised going to-
g wards the purchase of decodable texts for our literacy pro-

gram. We were also fortunate to receive a donation earlier in
9 the year and the second lots of new books have now arrived.

There are some eager readers looking forward to reading

them!
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Drawing by Aurora, 1/2M

On Thursday, Natasha, Stevie and Braden from the Costerfield Gold Mine
visited the school. Natasha is the community office and introduced us to
Stevie and Braden and why they were visiting. Stevie told us about her job
as a mining engineer and explained that she is basically a Minecraft charac-
ter but in real life. They use explosives to break the rocks and special equip-
ment to dig. We watched two different explosions happen on the screen
and everyone thought it was really satisfying to watch. Braden explained
that he is a geologist and he uses a magnifying glass to look for the gold in
rocks to help figure out where they need to dig. He told us that they mine
for antinomy as well as gold and explained that antinomy is used to make
computer chips. Braden showed us his pick axe and told us that the flat end
is for hitting rocks and the pointy end is for digging dirt. He showed us some
rocks that had gold ore in them and let us have a closer look by passing two
around. He also talked about fossils and what kind of things can turn into
fossils. He even showed us some fossil poo! It was disgusting. The grade
1/2s and their teachers really enjoyed the presentation and learned a lot.
Zali, our Auslan teacher, came in at the end and taught the whole group
some signs related to mining. It was all pretty cool!

Written by Mrs Mac and 1/2M

Drawing by Jack, 1/2M




Drawing by Zara, 1/2M

Drawing by Creed, 1/2M

Natasha, Mandalay Resources’ Community Officer, brought her two special friends, Ste-
vie and Braden, to Heathcote Primary School. They work at the Costerfield Mines. They

are known as a gold mine and they also mine antinomy which is used for making gold
and computer chips for phones, play stations, iPads and computers. Pretty much all de-

vices have antinomy.

Stevie is basically Minecraft in real life! She digs through caves and puts explosives in
then explodes things so it it’s easier and it breaks up the rocks so they can dig it up and
find gold. A machine digs up the dirt then they put it in a dump truck and take it back
to base so they can look for gold. Everyone mines around the clock at all times.

Braden’s job is a geologist and breaks down rocks so Stevie and her team can do their
job. He brought in rocks with gold, and he also tells people where to mine and where
the gold may be found.

Written by Indie, 5/6SB

Drawing by Liam, 1/2M




On Friday 21st November, the Year 6s
went to Bendigo Tech School at La Trobe
University for a transition to Year 7 excur-
sion. While we were there, we participated
in three different activities. During the first
activity we programmed robots to draw
pictures on whiteboards using coding.

Our second activity involved us learning
how to film and edit a video using a green
screen. We filmed ourselves answering
some questions about primary school in
front of a green screen and then edited
the video to place a brand-new back-
ground behind us.

During our last activity, we were using
iPads to control robots again. This time, we
had to control a new type of robot called a
‘Codey’ where we could code it and con-
trol where and how it moved. We were
challenged to get the robot through a
maze or to create our own movements.

Written by Miss Matthews, Angus, Blair,
Malachi and William

OElAI]os
High Tech
Innovation
Hub
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My favourite part of the excursion was the green screen activity. Malachi

| liked coding the robots. William The robots were fun! Blair

My favourite part was the last activity and trying to get my robot through the golf course maze. Angus




Before...

In Semester 2, Grade 3/4N and Grade 5/6 MG participate in a weekly cooking session as part of
the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program. Grade 3/4HS and Grade 5/6SB participated
in Semester 1. In the non-cooking semester, students attend a weekly Garden session.

Stephanie AExandEr
KITCHEN GARDEN

FOUNDATION
Growing Harvesling Preparing Sharing







Our expected behaviours matrix is displayed in all learning areas
and the main office. Our values cards are earned by students

when they demonstrate expected behaviours. Student leaders EéggPOS]BI
WS

collect and count the values cards each week at their leadership WSS
Thank you for demonstrating our school values!

meeting and all values cards earned in the week are placed in a
tub with two winners randomly drawn out at assembly, earning themselves a ‘values voucher’.

Congratulations to this week’s winner, Sophia and Amelia BP.

Expected behaviour:
We follow classroom expectations

Classroom expectations apply in all learning are-
as, including the kitchen. The kitchen has its own
unigue set of expectations. After cooking up a
storm, students share a meal together...followed
by doing the dishes!

HEATHCOTE PRIMARY SCHOOL

RESPECT « LEARNING « TEAMWORK « RESPONSIBILITY
LEARNING

ALWAYS INSIDE

We use an appropriate voice We follow classroom expectations ‘We leave nature in nature

‘We use manners and kind words ‘We walk We share our spaces

RESPECT

We use equipment for fis intended purpose ll We uso materials for their intended purpose
We arrive on time: We participate
RESPONSIBILITY Wo look affer school property
‘We place rubbish in the correct bin
We use our “‘calm down’ strategies

We follow instructions:

‘We keep our hands and feet to ourselves
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Classroom Placement Requests

Classroom placement requests closed on Friday 31st October 2025. Please note that submitting
a request does not guarantee that it will be able to be met.

You can read about our classroom placement policy HERE

Preparing for 2026—Key Transition Dates

Foundation 2026 Transition Program:
e Five sessions, starting Friday 17th October (all dates listed on page 11).

Early October:

e Students and staff reflect on the strengths of Heathcote PS’s transition program and identify
areas that could be improved. (Family feedback was sought in Term 3 through the Parent/
Guardian/Caregiver survey ‘positive transition” questions).

Late October and November:

e Multiple opportunities for students to spend time with their 2026 cohort. These sessions
will align with the 2026 Foundation transition session dates and times from Thursday 30th
October onwards.

Foundation—Grade 5 students ‘step up’ into their 2026 year level for the morning and
spend time with their new cohort (but not necessarily in their 2026 grade). These experi-
ences provide an opportunity for students to get to know people who might be in their
2026 grade and work with different teachers. Grade 6 students spend the time completing
their own transition program along with organising their graduation.

November:

e Students asked to nominate five friends they would like to have in their 2026 grade. Stu-
dents will be guaranteed at least one person from their list (but not necessarily all five).
Families invited to complete this list with their child/ren. DUE: 21/11/25
Families invited to complete a ‘Get to Know...." one page profile about their child/ren.
These will be shared with 2026 classroom teachers before the statewide Transition Day on
9th December. DUE: 21/11/25
Share transition information (both within HPS and between primary and secondary

schools, kindergartens and HPS)

December:

e Monday 8th December: Students find out their 2026 class and teacher/s.

e Tuesday 9th December: All students spend the day in their 2026 grade with their class-
mates and teacher/s. Grade 6 students (Year 7 in 2026) attend a statewide transition day
at government secondary schools.



chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2025dsept2028classplacementpolicy.pdf

Inviting all 2026 Foundation
students to join us for a series of
transition visits as part of preparing
for future school life.

Friday 17" October, 9:15am - 10:30am
Thursday 30" October, 9:15am - 1lam
Friday 14" November, 9:15am - Tlam
Tuesday 25" November, 9:15am - 1lam
Tuesday 9th December, 9:15am - 12pm*

Please bring a fruit snack, drink bottle
(with water) and broad brimmed hat.
*Lunch required for the longer day

Phone: (03) 5433 3090
Heathcote Primary School .
@ LR R LR Email: heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Families are invited to join us for a cup of tea / coffee and biscuits on Friday 17th October.
An opportunity to ask questions and meet fellow families.

14



Our Transition Program is in full swing to help prepare
students for school life in 2026. As described on page
10, there are additional processes and opportunities for
student and family input. The information below was
sent home last week along with hard copies of the ‘Get
to Know’ and ‘Friendship Hand’ documents. Infor-
mation was also shared with students at assembly on
Friday 14th November 2025.

Families are invited to please complete the ‘Get to
Know...." student profile and return to school by Friday
21% November.

The purpose of this document is to provide an oppor-
tunity for families to share key pieces of information
with their child’s 2026 teacher/s before the statewide
transition day on Tuesday 9" December. This infor-
mation will be discussed early in Term 1 at a partner-
ship meeting between home and school (similar to the
Partnership Powwow meetings in 2025).

An electronic copy will be shared via Compass. Please
use whichever version suits you best. For any copies
completed electronically, please email to
carolyn.crowther@education.vic.gov.au

Families are invited to work with their child/ren to
complete the Friendship Hand. This is an optional task
that your child/ren can complete. The information
will be used to help inform grade placement. Please
note that students will be placed with at least one per-
son from their hand. It is highly unlikely that students
will be placed with all five people.

Please return completed
forms by Friday 21/11/25

Additional copies of the forms are available from the
office. Thank you for the forms that have already
been returned.

Heathcote Primary School
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GET TO KNOW

(Your child’s preferred name at school) @

Describe your child in three words:

Heathcote Primary School
Fasn ol ~ Lo - Foammwars - Raondinbly

What are some things your child is good at?

What is your biggest hope for your child in 20267

What does your child like doing? What motivates them?

In our family, it is important to:

| am proud of my child because:

| would like my child's teacher to knaw:

Completed by:

with your family, please disouss who your friends are and
who you would like to be n a class with nest year, Write

o the names of frre of those people, one on each finger.
Corrsider whao, ina school emvanonment, Most SIpRorts your
learning and wellbeng.

Completed with input from

-

friendship group



mailto:carolyn.crowther@education.vic.gov.au
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Coming Soon!
Heathcote Primary School
Online Silent Auction

HPS is holding an online auction. It will be launched on Friday 5th Decem-
ber at the Christmas Concert and run until Friday 12" December. The
Auction is to raise money to acquire wonderful new resources for our
school. We also hope that it helps people with their Christmas shopping!

All successful bidders will be notified from Monday 15" December 2025.

If anyone in the community would like to make a donation, please con-
tact the school via email heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au. If you are a
business, please include your logo and website so that we can publicly
thank your business in our school newsletter and on the school Facebook
page.

Any donations will be very much appreciated.

Thankyou,
HPS Auction Committee



mailto:heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Yard Supervision

The school yard is supervised from 8:45am
until 9am. There is an announcement at
8:45am to signal classroom doors are open.
Students are able to put their bags in their
room, complete any before school routines
and monitor jobs before heading back out-
side to play. The hospital end of the oval and
playground are out of bounds before school.

After school, staff are on bus and crossing du-
ty (which includes carpark duty in the main
carpark). The main yard is not supervised.
Any students who have not been collected by
3:15pm are taken to the office.

After school care is available through Trinity
Academy. A bus from Heathcote PS drops
after school care passengers at Trinity. For
bookings, please contact Trinity Academy on
(03) 4411 6803

Heathcote Primary School
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Breakfast Club

Tuesday & Friday
8:40am—3a:55am
HPS Kitchen

Toast, cereal, milk, fruit available

From September to April, everyone needs to
wear a plain coloured, broadbrimmed hat
when they are outside. This is part of our
SunSmart policy. If you need a hat, the office
has got you covered...literally! School hats can
be purchased from the office for $10.

Basketball Clinic

Tuesdays
Weeks 6, 7, 8 & 9

All students will have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a basketball clinic as part of PE les-
sons. This opportunity comes to us through
the sporting schools grant (and Mrs Skipper
who has organised it for us all—thank you!)



https://www.google.com/search?q=trinity+academy+heathcote&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1050AU1050&oq=trinity+academ&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyDQgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggDEEUYOTIHCAQQABiABDINCAUQLhivARjHARiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiA
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Newsletter and website article: Schools in Category
3 on the Bushfire At-Risk Register and the Category
4 List

This article has been developed by the Department of Education for schools to publish in their
newsletter and school website.

This information has been developed to answer frequently asked questions regarding the Bushfire
At-Risk Register (BARR) and Category 4 list and our school’s closure on a Catastrophic fire danger
day in your fire weather district.

School preparations for the bushfire season

Each year, we undertake a range of activities to ensure the safety of our
school and to prepare for bushfires and grassfires.

An important part of this process is communicating to parents what will
happen when certain fire danger ratings are issued to help ensure the

safety of students and staff. FIRE DANGER RATING

Our school has been identified as being at risk of bushfire or
grassfire and is a Category 3 school.

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in Northern
Country fire district.

Closure of the school due to a Catastrophic fire danger rating will be enacted when the Bureau
of Meteorology forecast and related public safety messaging are confirmed. Due to
uncertainties in the forecast, the timing of this confirmation may vary. Information regarding
potential or confirmed Catastrophic fire danger days will be communicated to you by
Compass and post on the school’s private Facebook group.

It is also important to be aware that:

No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic
day.

All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled.

School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for fire
weather district in which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas
that have Catastrophic fire danger.

As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our
Emergency Management Plan which includes an identified ‘Shelter in Place’ location if needed.
We have also continued to maintain the school grounds to reduce the fuel load.

What can families and the school community do to help us prepare?

* Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.




Department
Rg.nl of Education
Government

Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, checking our website, by talking to your child’s
teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care ar-
rangements if our school is closed due to Catastrophic fire danger. Further information can be
found on the CFA’s website.

Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community
may be spread out across many areas and some families may be at higher risk than others.
Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if you are actioning your bushfire survival
plan and if your children will be absent on these days.

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days
in their district. The safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Cata-
strophic day. On such days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older
children.

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here:

« VicEmergency app — that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile
devices
VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (htips://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the department’s policy?

The Department of Education annually assesses the fire risk of all schools and early childhood
services with the support of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
ECSIRO}. They are allocated a category of risk %categories 0 to 6). Schools and services that are

ategories 0-3 are published on the Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR). Schools at some risk of
bushfire and grassfire are published on the Category 4 List.

The department's Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early
childhood services on the BARR and the Category 4 List to close when a Catastrophic fire danger
rating day is forecast in their fire weather district. All school bus routes which travel in or through a
district with Catastrophic fire danger must also be cancelled.

The policy also requires that schools at the highest risk of bushfire (those in Categories 0, 1 and 2
of the Bushfire At-Risk Register) enact pre-emptive action plans based on the fire danger forecast
for their Local Government Area (LGA).

Who issues fire danger forecasts?

The Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) provides public fire danger rating forecasts each day of the fire
danger period using fire weather district areas. In Victoria, there are 9 fire weather districts, which
are based on Local Government Area boundaries.

The department uses these forecasts when supporting schools to enact their pre-emptive bushfire
actions plans.

| Updated June 2025



https://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Policies
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/schools/primary-schools/activities
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
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Heathcote Primary School has a Private Group page on Facebook. If
= Heathcote Primary School

@ Private group - 120 members ) o )
= cote Primary School and request to join. Please answer the questions.

you would like to become a member of the group, search for Heath-

Each request is approved individually. For the safety of our students, there are three questions to ensure that
only people directly connected to HPS become members. Requests are usually approved within 72 hours.
However, if we are unsure of the connection to the school, there may be a delay whilst we do some research.
We may also decline the original request and seek further information. Please don’t be offended—our inten-
tion is to make sure we can identify each person is directly connected to the school.

Heathcote Primary
@P Admin @ Top contributor - - 11 November at 21:37 - @

We commemorated Remembrance Day with a whole school ceremony
led by Grade 5 student leaders. Everyone gathered together to pause,
reflect and pay respect to those who have served and are currently
serving our country. Grade 6 leaders and members of the Heathcote in
Harmony combined schools choir represented Heathcote PS at the RSL
ceremony. Lest we forget.




Heathcote Primary School
Respect ~ Learning ~ Teamwork ~ Responsibility

Fleathcote Christmas Conols
Performers

Wanted

Allages and abilities welcome

R anNdom Act of gendnesS

Wouldyouliketobe apartof the
| S &

Heathcote ChristmasCarols?

5:30pm Saturday 13thDecember n We have some goody bags filled

Register yourinterestby 14thNov at with groceries that are looking

heathcotechristmascarols@gmail.com for their forever homes.

Please drop into the office to
collect a bag.

' Celebrate the
B N D ofan E R As/Q

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO HELPING DISADVANTAGED KIDS!
variety -

Join Woolworths Cricket Blast
A safe way to have fun and stay active for Kids of all abilities.

HEATHCOTE CRICKET CLUB BLAST SESSIONS
Session 1 - 9/11/2025 Session 2 - 16/9/2025 Ticket Prices:
Session 3 - 23/11/2025 Session 4 - 30/11/2025

Session 5 - 7/12/2025 Session 6 - 8/2/2026 ADULT: $28 BEST DRESSED PR'ZE!
. CONCESSION: $21

Session 7 - 15/2/2026 Session 8 15/2/2026 SCAN HERE

CHILD 8-13YR: $17.50 SINGALONGS & PHOTO OPS!
SIEN UP TODAY! : (€D nxeonLe HaLL, 94 wicH STREET
o | Y @ © ! -3:30PM @ HTTPS. 1ML TRYBOOKING. COMIDGIWR




Craft Sand Recall

You may have heard about the recent recall of craft sand products that may contain asbestos.

National and Victorian health authorities have advised that the possible risk to human health from

these products has been downgraded from low to very low.

We have followed advice provided by the Department of Education. We have not located any products
at Heathcote Primary School. If we do, we will take the steps set out by the Department of Education
to safely collect and store the product, and to arrange for safe disposal. This may involve qualified peo-
ple attending our school to clean and collect waste.

If you have the product at home, please follow advice from the health authorities.

Stop using the craft sand and follow these steps for safe clean-up and disposal: enHealth Interim Ad-

vice — Asbestos contamination identified in imported coloured sand products | Australian Government

Department of Health, Disability and Ageing

Personal Property Reminder

Heathcote Primary School understands that staff and/or students may sometimes like to bring items of
personal property to school.

The Department of Education does not have insurance for personal property of staff, students and vis-
itors. Heathcote Primary School does not take responsibility for items of personal property that are
lost, stolen or damaged at school or during school activities. Damage to personal property brought to
school is the responsibility of the owner of that property.

Heathcote Primary School encourages staff and students not to bring items of value to school, or to
obtain appropriate insurance for such items.



https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-interim-advice-asbestos-contamination-identified-in-imported-coloured-sand-products?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-interim-advice-asbestos-contamination-identified-in-imported-coloured-sand-products?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-interim-advice-asbestos-contamination-identified-in-imported-coloured-sand-products?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-interim-advice-asbestos-contamination-identified-in-imported-coloured-sand-products?language=en

Protecting against mosquito-borne diseases

Warm and wet weather can result in greater numbers of mosquitoes and an increased risk of
illness from mosquito bites. While the overall risk is currently low, some mosquitoes may be
carrying diseases that make people sick.

The best protection against mosquito-borne illness is to avoid mosquito bites.
Families can protect against mosquito bites by:
covering up as much as possible with long, loose-fitting, light-coloured clothing
applying insect repellent that contains picaridin or DEET on exposed skin when outdoors
limiting outdoor activity if lots of mosquitoes are active
clean up and remove containers and items around the home that may hold water where

mosquitoes may breed.

Families with any health concerns should see their doctor or phone NURSE-ON-CALL: 1300 606
024 (available 24 hours).

Free Japanese encephalitis vaccines

Japanese encephalitis virus is spread to humans through bites from infected mosquitoes and
can cause a rare but potentially serious infection of the brain.

A free vaccine is available to some individuals to protect Victorians at higher risk of the virus.

For more information, including vaccine eligibility, refer to the Department of Health’s Japa-
nese encephalitis webpage.

Find out more

For more information on protecting against mosquito-borne diseases, families can refer to the
following Better Health Channel pages:

Mosquitoes can carry diseases

Protect yourself from mosquito-borne disease, including a handy checklist to help reduce

mosquito breeding sites at home and resources translated into other languages.

Japanese encephalitis virus



https://www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/japanese-encephalitis
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/japanese-encephalitis
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/mosquitoes-can-carry-diseases
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/protect-yourself-mosquito-borne-disease
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/japanese-encephalitis

Account Name: Heathcote Primary School Official Account

Poank &
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> FREE
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School and Department policies

are available on the

school website.

If you hold a current Healthcare card or a Centrelink pensioner card you may be eligible to
apply for CSEF. CSEF provides financial assistance for families to use for camps, excursions

and school sports.

If you think you may be eligible, please contact the school office.

24


https://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Policies

DRINK BOTTLE
Remember,
only WATER
in your drink

bottle at school.

MSCHOLASTIC

Book Club LOOP

for Parents

LOOP is the Scholastic Book Club
Linked Online Ordering & Payment piatform for parents

To arder and pay for Scholastic Beok Club by credit card visit

www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP

@ App Store

PROTECT

Everyone has the right to be safe
and be protected from abuse.

Mo one should behave in a way that
makes you feel unsafe or afraid,
including anyone in your family,
anyone at schoal or anywhere =lse
in the community.

Tell ateacher or any adult at your
school if you feel unsafe.

FOUR STEPS TO LICE-FREE LIFE:

AEVENGER
ONCEANEEK,
THEAPERK

1: INSPECT g 4: CLEAN
» ceet & ona

YEu Sutpect foad vee Lo dust ooy g $e hair e wid porso
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