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At Heathcote PS we value...    Respect    Learning     Teamwork      Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote Primary School  

News  

 

 

Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 36                                                           28th November 2025 

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung  

people and we pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

 2025 - What’s Due?  

Grade F-2 end of year excursion permission note                                 ‘Get to Know…’ transition form 

Grade 6 end of year celebration permission note 

  2025 - What’s Happening?  

Week 9  

& Week 11 

Tuesday 2nd December, 

Monday 15th December  

to Thursday 18th December 

Swimming—Group 2 (Foundation, Grade 1 & 2 students)  

Week 9 Wednesday 3rd December Grade 6 Celebration excursion (details home 21/11/25) 

 Wednesday 3rd December School Council @ 5:30pm 

 

 
Friday 5th December 

Christmas Concert—Save the Date!  

Please note: Change of time—now 9:15am—10:45am  

Week 10 Tuesday 9th December Whole School Transition Day  

 Thursday 11th December Grade 6 Graduation (after school, details to come) 

 Friday 12th December F-2 excursion (details home 21/11/25) 

Week 11 Friday 19th December  End of Term 4. Early Dismissal @ 1:30pm 
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Along with Christmas performances from all classes, there will be: 

Community Bank scholarship presented 

Christmas auction launched 

2026 School Leaders announced 
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CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

TEAMWORK RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY LEARNING 

Charlotte D 

Lucas 

Lachlan D 

Liam B  

Amelia H Indie 

Elliott 

Ava T  

Evelyn N 

Xavier D 

Hazel P 

Tayte 

 
Charlotte D - Teamwork award for looking out for others. 

Lucas - Teamwork award for contributing well to group activities. 

Ava T  - Learning Award for being willing to take on new challenges. 

Indie - Responsibility Award for being a great role model for other students. 

Lachlan D - Teamwork Award for considering other people’s feelings. 

Elliott - Responsibility Award for being responsible when  working with others. 

Evelyn N - Learning Award for always trying your best. 

Liam B - Teamwork Award for looking out for others. 

Xavier D - Learning Award for always trying your best. 

Tayte  - Learning Award for always trying your best. 

Hazel P - Learning Award for being prepared to have a go. 

Amelia H - Respect Award for acknowledging own effort. 

Awards are presented at our weekly whole school assembly on Friday 

These awards were presented at assembly on 28/11/25 

**Assembly starts at 2:30pm** 
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AWARDS 

BRONZE LEVEL 

   SILVER LEVEL 

GOLD LEVEL 

TEAMWORK RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY LEARNING 

 

Jeerapatra 

 

  

Charlotte D 

Liam B 

Occy 

Jeerapatra 

 

 

 

Willow 

Liam B 

 

 

 

 

Students who consistently demonstrate acts of kindness, compassion and empathy   

      towards others, promoting a positive and inclusive school  environment. 

 

Ashley - For always checking in on students and staff to 

see how they are.  She is a caring  person always       

concerned about other’s wellbeing. 

 

Kindness Ambassador Award 

  READING AWARDS 

150 Nights 

 Jack R 

175 Nights 

Ernie 
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Isla,  Hunter G,  Layla P 
 

 

Students have the  option of wearing casual clothes to school on their birthday  

(or the closest school day to their birthday if their birthday falls on the weekend or in the school holidays) 

Thank you for supporting the Zooper Dooper fund-

raiser with such enthusiasm.  

Money raised will be used to purchase decodable 

texts for the literacy program.  
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Principal’s Report 

The weeks seem to fly by faster and faster. We are well and truly in the final stretch of the term, still bal-

ancing the dual focus of finishing 2025 strongly and finalising plans for 2026. We can confirm that the 

grade structure for 2026 will be the same as this year. We are planning for: 

Foundation x1 class   Grade 1/2 x2 classes       Grade 3/4 x2 classes       Grade 5/6 x2 classes 

It is expected that the average class size across the school in 2026 will be 21 students—well below the 

Department of Education’s expectation of a schoolwide average of 26 students per class.  

Our specialist program will also remain unchanged with students participating in weekly visual art, per-

forming art, STEM and PE classes. Grade 3-6 students will also participate in the Stephanie Alexander 

Kitchen Garden program.  

We are on track to share final class lists and teacher placements on Monday 8th December. 

A group of Grade 1/2 students joined me as principal’s help-

ers as part of their classroom rewards program. It’s always a 

joy to have special visitors and to celebrate their achieve-

ments. During their time at the office, one of their tasks was 

to create ‘grocery goody bags’. We are now fully stocked 

with goody bags looking for their forever home!  

Our Christmas Assembly is fast approaching. 

Classes have been practising their Christmas 

songs and performances with the finishing 

touches being added. In a late change, we 

have needed to move the Christmas Assem-

bly from the afternoon to the morning. This is to accommodate a lengthier assembly—not only do we 

have performances on the agenda, we will also announce the 2026 student leadership team and the 

Community Bank will be presenting a scholarship to a lucky Grade 5 student. A full line up of our auction 

items will also be shared with the auction ‘going live’ later in the day. With a very full calendar, this will be 

the last time we gather as a whole school for 2025 due to excursions and incursions.  

I am looking forward to a terrific final few weeks as we come together to celebrate a year of hard work 

through end of year excursions, Foundation and Grade 6 Graduations and enjoy a range of incursions and 

excursions.  
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Gardening/Cooking 

From vegie patch to plate! Our Grade 3/4 students plucked a cabbage from the garden and found 

it a very good home...their tummies! Through the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program, 

students have the opportunity to grow their own ingredients before using them as part of a meal.  
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Cooking—Year 5/6 
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Our expected behaviours matrix is displayed in all learning areas 

and the main office. Our values cards are earned by students 

when they demonstrate expected behaviours. Student leaders 

collect and count the values cards each week at their leadership 

meeting and all values cards earned in the week are placed in a 

tub with two winners randomly drawn out at assembly, earning themselves a ‘values voucher’.   

Congratulations to this week’s winners, William D and Masie D. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

Expected behaviour:  

We are inclusive 
 

Play time games are the perfect opportunity 

to make sure everyone is included. This group 

of Grade 1/2s were enjoying their game on 

the playground and made sure everyone 

could play.  

AIP Goal 2: To improve student engagement and wellbeing outcomes 

Action: Introduce School Wide Positive Behaviour Support program 
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            Wellbeing 



 11 

 

 

Classroom Placement Requests  
Classroom placement requests closed on Friday 31st October 2025. Please note that submitting 

a request does not guarantee that it will be able to be met.  

You can read about our classroom placement policy HERE 

     Preparing for 2026—Key Transition Dates 

 Foundation 2026 Transition Program:  

• Five sessions, starting Friday 17th October (all dates listed on page 12). 
  

Early October:  

• Students and staff reflect on the strengths of Heathcote PS’s transition program and identify 

areas that could be improved. (Family feedback was sought in Term 3 through the Parent/

Guardian/Caregiver survey ‘positive transition’ questions). 
 

 Late October and November:  

• Multiple opportunities for students to spend time with their 2026 cohort. These sessions 

will align with the 2026 Foundation transition session dates and times from Thursday 30th 

October onwards. 

• Foundation—Grade 5 students ‘step up’ into their 2026 year level for the morning and 

spend time with their new cohort (but not necessarily in their 2026 grade). These experi-

ences provide an opportunity for students to get to know people who might be in their 

2026 grade and work with different teachers. Grade 6 students spend the time completing 

their own transition program along with organising their graduation.  
 

 November:  

• Students asked to nominate five friends they would like to have in their 2026 grade. Stu-

dents will be guaranteed at least one person from their list (but not necessarily all five). 

Families invited to complete this list with their child/ren. DUE: 21/11/25 

• Families invited to complete a ‘Get to Know….’ one page profile about their child/ren. 

These will be shared with 2026 classroom teachers before the statewide Transition Day on 

9th December. DUE: 21/11/25 

• Share transition information (both within HPS and between primary and secondary 

schools, kindergartens and HPS) 
 

December: 

• Monday 8th December: Students find out their 2026 class and teacher/s. 
• Tuesday 9th December: All students spend the day in their 2026 grade with their class-

mates and teacher/s. Grade 6 students (Year 7 in 2026) attend a statewide transition day 

at government secondary schools. 

Learning & Wellbeing 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/r2025dsept2028classplacementpolicy.pdf
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Families are invited to join us for a cup of tea / coffee and biscuits on Friday 17th October.  

An opportunity to ask questions and meet fellow families. 
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           Transition 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Transition Program is in full swing to help prepare 

students for school life in 2026. As described on page 

11, there are additional processes and opportunities for 

student and family input.  The information below was 

sent home last week along with hard copies of the ‘Get 

to Know’ and ‘Friendship Hand’ documents. Infor-

mation was also shared with students at assembly on 

Friday 14th November 2025. 

Families are invited to please complete the ‘Get to 

Know….’ student profile and return to school by Friday 

21st November.  

The purpose of this document is to provide an oppor-

tunity for families to share key pieces of information 

with their child’s 2026 teacher/s before the statewide 

transition day on Tuesday 9th December. This infor-

mation will be discussed early in Term 1 at a partner-

ship meeting between home and school (similar to the 

Partnership Powwow meetings in 2025). 

An electronic copy will be shared via Compass. Please 

use whichever version suits you best. For any copies 

completed electronically, please email to  

carolyn.crowther@education.vic.gov.au  

Families are invited to work with their child/ren to 

complete the Friendship Hand. This is an optional task 

that your child/ren can complete. The information 

will be used to help inform grade placement. Please 

note that students will be placed with at least one per-

son from their hand. It is highly unlikely that students 

will be placed with all five people.  

Forms are OVERDUE 

Additional copies of the forms are available from the 

office. Thank you for the forms that have already 

been returned. 

mailto:carolyn.crowther@education.vic.gov.au
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Coming Soon! 

   Heathcote Primary School 

Online Silent Auction 

 

HPS is holding an online auction. It will be launched on Friday 5th Decem-
ber at the Christmas Concert and run until Friday 12th December. The 
Auction is to raise money to acquire wonderful new resources for our 
school. We also hope that it helps people with their Christmas shopping! 

All successful bidders will be notified from Monday 15th December 2025.  

If anyone in the community would like to make a donation, please con-
tact the school via email heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au. If you are a 
business, please include your logo and website so that we can publicly 
thank your business in our school newsletter and on the school Facebook 
page. 

Any donations will be very much appreciated. 

Thankyou, 

HPS Auction Committee  

        Community 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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   Heathcote Primary School 

Online Silent Christmas Auction 

 

We’ve been blown away with generous donations already received for 
the silent auction. The auction ‘goes live’ on Friday 5th December.  

Thank you to the businesses below for their kind support. More business-
es will be added in coming days. If you have an opportunity to do so, 
please support the businesses that support us.  

 

        Community 
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        Community 

Yard Supervision 

The school yard is supervised from 8:45am 

until 9am. There is an announcement at 

8:45am to signal classroom doors are open. 

Students are able to put their bags in their 

room, complete any before school routines 

and monitor jobs before heading back out-

side to play. The hospital end of the oval and 

playground are out of bounds before school. 

After school, staff are on bus and crossing du-

ty (which includes carpark duty in the main 

carpark). The main yard is not supervised. 

Any students who have not been collected by 

3:15pm are taken to the office.  

After school care is available through Trinity 

Academy. A bus from Heathcote PS drops 

after school care passengers at Trinity. For 

bookings, please contact Trinity Academy on  

(03) 4411 6803  

 

From September to April, everyone needs to 

wear a plain coloured, broadbrimmed hat 

when they are outside. This is part of our 

SunSmart policy. If you need a hat, the office 

has got you covered...literally! School hats can 

be purchased from the office for $10. 

 

Breakfast Club 
 

Tuesday & Friday 

8:40am—8:55am 

HPS Kitchen 

 

Toast, cereal, milk, fruit available  

 

Basketball Clinic 
 

Tuesdays  

Weeks 6, 7, 8 & 9 

All students will have the opportunity to par-

ticipate in a basketball clinic as part of PE les-

sons.  This opportunity comes to us through 

the sporting schools grant (and Mrs Skipper 

who has organised it for us all—thank you!) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=trinity+academy+heathcote&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1050AU1050&oq=trinity+academ&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyDQgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggDEEUYOTIHCAQQABiABDINCAUQLhivARjHARiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiA
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Community 
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• Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, checking our website, by talking to your child’s 
teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan. 

• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care ar-
rangements if our school is closed due to Catastrophic fire danger. Further information can be 
found on the CFA’s website. 

• Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community 
may be spread out across many areas and some families may be at higher risk than others. 
Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if you are actioning your bushfire survival 
plan and if your children will be absent on these days. 

• If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan. 
 

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days 
in their district. The safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Cata-
strophic day. On such days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older 
children. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Policies
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/schools/primary-schools/activities
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
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Heathcote Primary School has a Private Group page on Facebook. If 

you would like to become a member of the group, search for Heath-

cote Primary School and request to join. Please answer the questions. 
 

Each request is approved individually. For the safety of our students, there are three questions to ensure that 

only people directly connected to HPS become members. Requests are usually approved within 72 hours. 

However, if we are unsure of the connection to the school, there may be a delay whilst we do some research. 

We may also decline the original request and seek further information. Please don’t be offended—our inten-

tion is to make sure we can identify each person is directly connected to the school.  

 

Community 

Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) Goal 2: To improve student engagement and wellbeing outcomes 

Action: Strengthen the school wide approach to communication with parents/carers/kin, with a focus on communi-

cating how individual learning and wellbeing needs are being identified and supported. 



 20 

        Community 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have some goody bags filled 

with groceries that are looking 

for their forever homes.  

Please drop into the office to 

collect a bag.  

Do you think you could help decorate the stage, help bring 
chairs over for the band, help Santa hand out lollies? We have a 
list of simple tasks like this that we need help with.  

Many hands make light work! Please email heathcotechristmas-
carols@gmail.com if you are able to lend a hand and would like 
to see the list of tasks. 

Thanks, Mariah  

 

mailto:heathcotechristmascarols@gmail.com
mailto:heathcotechristmascarols@gmail.com
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        Community 
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From the Department of Education 

Craft Sand Recall 

You may have heard about the recent recall of craft sand products that may contain asbestos.  

National and Victorian health authorities have advised that the possible risk to human health from 

these products has been downgraded from low to very low.  

We have followed advice provided by the Department of Education. We have not located any products 

at Heathcote Primary School. If we do, we will take the steps set out by the Department of Education 

to safely collect and store the product, and to arrange for safe disposal. This may involve qualified peo-

ple attending our school to clean and collect waste. 

If you have the product at home, please follow advice from the health authorities.  

Stop using the craft sand and follow these steps for safe clean-up and disposal:  enHealth Interim Ad-

vice – Asbestos contamination identified in imported coloured sand products | Australian Government 

Department of Health, Disability and Ageing 

 

 

 

Personal Property Reminder 

Heathcote Primary School understands that staff and/or students may sometimes like to bring items of 

personal property to school.  

The Department of Education does not have insurance for personal property of staff, students and vis-

itors. Heathcote Primary School does not take responsibility for items of personal property that are 

lost, stolen or damaged at school or during school activities. Damage to personal property brought to 

school is the responsibility of the owner of that property.  

Heathcote Primary School encourages staff and students not to bring items of value to school, or to 

obtain appropriate insurance for such items.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-interim-advice-asbestos-contamination-identified-in-imported-coloured-sand-products?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-interim-advice-asbestos-contamination-identified-in-imported-coloured-sand-products?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-interim-advice-asbestos-contamination-identified-in-imported-coloured-sand-products?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/enhealth-interim-advice-asbestos-contamination-identified-in-imported-coloured-sand-products?language=en


 23 

 

 

Account Name: Heathcote Primary School Official Account  

BSB: 083 001 

ACCOUNT: 71 938 5618 

 School Bank Details 

 

 

 

 

 

If you hold a current Healthcare card or a Centrelink pensioner card you may be eligible to 

apply for CSEF.  CSEF provides financial assistance for families to use for camps, excursions 

and school sports. 

If you think you may be eligible, please contact the school office. 

School Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

 

School and Department policies 

are available on the  

school website. 

https://www.heathcoteps.vic.edu.au/page/110/Policies
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DRINK BOTTLE 

Remember,  

only WATER  

 in your drink 

bottle at school. 

 

Please check your child’s hair for any unwelcome visitors. If hair is      

shoulder length, please be sure to tie it up as a preventative strategy.  


