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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote Primary School  

News  

 

Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  4                                                                                                                      1st March 2021 

IMPORTANT DATES  

Monday 8th March Labour Day Public Holiday—No School 

Tuesday 9th March Welcome BBQ 5.30pm-7pm 

Wednesday 24th March School Council 

Thursday 1st April Last day of Term 1 early dismissal 2.00pm 

Monday 19th April First Day Term 2 

Dear Families, 

We have had a great week back at school! Students were happy to be onsite and back into the rhythms 

and routines of their classroom. I walk through all classrooms a number of times during the day, it is 

great to see students very settled and engaged with their learning. The playground has been very        

positive, students have been playing a range of things in the yard. Tennis is very popular at the moment! 

We will be getting our  Mountain  bikes  back out for  break times in the near future. If your child/ren are 

in Foundation to Year 2, they can bring their own bikes and helmets to access during first break.  

Just a reminder to make  sure you read all of our school emails and newsletters as they are our prime 

source of communicating with families. It is critical that you read all emails and newsletters,              

particularly during emergency situations like lockdowns, fire messaging etc. If you have changed your 

email or phone number recently, please let us know.  

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung people and we pay our respects to 

their Elders, past present and emerging. 
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Hello Linda and goodbye Angela and Tom! 

It was lovely to farewell Angela and Tom last week after 12 years at our school. They were both 

very touched by the round of applause and mass thank you from our students. The staff enjoyed 

a lovely morning tea with Angela and Tom in recognition of their work over the years. Happy    

retirement to both of them! 

As one door closes, another opens. It is now time to welcome Linda to our school community. 

Linda starts today, if you see her around please make her feel very welcome and say hello! 

 

Welcome BBQ transitioning to Welcome Picnic! 

Our new date for our ‘Welcome Picnic’ is Tuesday 9th March, 5.30pm – 7.00pm. We will be       

asking families to bring along a picnic rug and their own food for all of us to have a  giant    picnic 

together – socially distanced! We are looking forward to this event and hope  to see many of you 

on the night.  

 

School Council Parent Member Positions 

Thank you to those of you who have made enquiries about our vacancies on School Council. 

Members serve on our School Council for two years, at the end of that term they can                 

renominate if they wish to do so. Meetings are held roughly twice per term, from 5.30pm – 

7.00pm. Positions are open to new parent representatives to join us, we always welcome new 

members. School Council is a great way to enhance your knowledge of how the school runs, to 

learn about the Department of Education and Training (DET) guidelines and regulations that we 

are governed by and to be involved in your school community.        Parents can self nominate for 

these positions, forms are available from the Office. Closing dates will be listed on the form, our 

Annual General Meeting is coming up on 24th March.  We would urge anyone interested in    

nominating to come and talk with Kate. Nominations close on Friday 12th March 2021. 

 

Students online use out of hours 

Each year we have a number of families report they are having issues with online conversations 

between their child and others. Please ensure your child is using digital devices in a communal 

area at home, not away in bedrooms. Screen time should be limited for all students, the           

majority of our students are under 12 and should not have access to Facebook, snapchat,        

Instagram etc. Of concern is the number of        students who appear to be playing online games 

and accessing online sites that are rated far above the age of our students. Please check what is 

happening with your child and their online/digital use, where are they using these devices and 

how much time are they spending on them?    
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Part 1: Introducing The Resilience Project – Parent and Carer video series. 

We have started The Resilience Project at our school.  We are pleased to be introducing The   
Resilience Project’s online wellbeing curriculum in our classrooms. The Resilience                     
Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and provides evidence-based, practical         
strategies to build resilience. 

The Digital Program consists of online presentations and lessons for students, professional      

development for staff, and a video series for our parent and carer community. Over the coming 

weeks, we’ll be sharing the Parent and Carer Program with you. The videos are 5-10 minutes 

long and will walk through the key pillars of resilience: Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness. 

You’ll hear stories and be introduced to activities to show how these strategies can support our 

kids learning and development, and also support you as parents and carers.  

This program is an important part of our school’s effort to look after the mental health of our 

community. 

View the first presentation of the series here: Part 1: Meet Martin and learn about The            

Resilience Project: https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub/ 

We will be in touch weekly to share the remainder of the program, including research and    

wellbeing activities to integrate into day to day life.  

For mental health resources and support information, visit The Resilience Project’s Support 

Page. 

 

Lunch Boxes 

At our school we encourage all students to have a healthy lunch box supply of food for the day, 

as per our school Healthy Eating policy. Ensuring children have a range of foods from a variety 

of food groups  helps them to focus and engage with  learning. Salads, sandwiches, vegetables, 

dips, cheese, rice crackers, boiled eggs, yogurt, fruit are all great things to provide energy for 

our students. We strongly encourage students to use containers for their food rather than 

wrapping, the concept of ‘nude food’ helps our environment. Students know that any          

wrappers/waste are to be taken home.  The only drink students should have at school is water, 

all students need to have a water bottle. Water is very important in supporting healthy brain 

function. Having a water bottle and regularly drinking is great for all of us. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
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Absences 

A few teachers have mentioned that they are having a number of students arrive late each day. 

Arriving after the bell means students miss instruction time at the beginning of the day, late    

arrivals   interrupt the class and teacher when they come into class  as they  don’t know what to 

do and need to have things explained again by the teacher.  

Students need to arrive every day between 8.45am and 9.00am so they are here ready to 

learn, being a part of  morning instruction is essential to a positive start for the day. DET is 

very serious about students attending all day every day and will be following up with our school 

to ensure all students are here, all day every day. We report absences to DET in Melbourne    

every week. If you have appointments, please make them for after school or later in the day so 

your child can be here for most of the day for classroom learning.   We love having our students 

at school with us, being here all day, every day is the best way to support learning                 

development. This year we will be celebrating with students who have over 98% attendance 

with a special morning tea for them at the end of each term. We are hoping we have all of our 

students at morning tea! 

 

 

 
 

 

Enjoy your week. 

 

Kate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She/He is only missing 

just…….. 

  

That equals…. 

  

Which is….. 

And over 13 years of 

schooling that’s…… 

10 minutes per day 50 minutes per week Nearly 1.5 weeks per year Nearly half a year 

20 minutes per day 1 hour 40 minutes per 

week 

Over 2.5 weeks per year Nearly one year 

Half an hour per day Half a day per week 4 weeks per year Nearly one and a half years 

1 hour per day 1 day per week 8 weeks per year Over two and a half years 
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     There has been a case of head lice at our school this week.   

      Please check your child’s hair. 

 

                                         

                                                 

                       

  Gemma Atkins 

                     Zavier Rowe 

  READING AWARDS 

25 Nights  

Issy Taylor 

Tom McFadzean 

Isaac Miller 

Audrey McFadzean 

Sheldon Perl 

Ava Hart 

Charlotte Anderson 

 

25 Nights  

Ella McNally 

Lewis Powers 

Corey Fortunato 

Teddy Thomson 

Jessica wheeler 

Freddie McFadzean 
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RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY LEARNING TEAM-WORK 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

    

 Xavier Macumber 

Zelda Pinnington 

Madison Cooper 

Charli Jennings 

Jax Buccella 

Jackie Evans 

Sheldon Perl 

Issy Taylor 

Teddy Thomson 

Tahryk Turner 

BRONZE LEVEL 

TEAM-WORK RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY LEARNING 

GREEN CARD STARS OF THE MONTH 
J01 

Lewis Powers 

 

J02 

Tyler Basset 

S01 

Jemma Walsh 

 

S02 

Mandy Young 

 

S03 

Ned Joseph 
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             DRINK BOTTLE 

Remember WATER 

 only in your 

drink 

  bottle at 

school. 
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This week in the Foundation Room… 

This week in writing we will be focussing on the letters Hh Rr Mm. We will be practicing how to form 
each of these letters correctly and will be making some super fun letter crafts to practice our fine 
motor skills including some super scary Monster Masks.  

 

In reading we will be reading some books together as we continue practicing our ‘Lips the Fish’    
strategy of saying the first sound in each word to help us work out what it might say.    

 

In maths we will continue practicing how to identify and write the numbers 0-9. We will also be 
learning about patterns. We will learn how to recognise, continue and make a range of colour, shape 
and object patterns.  

 

 

This week in the Grade 3/4 Room… 

 

This week we are reflecting on  personal and academic learning goals in the pursuit of challenging 

ourselves to achieve immense success in the Grade 3/4 class.   

We will continue our inquiry unit of school values and look closely at multiple intelligences.            

Students will discuss the question- What are our strengths and challenges? 

Narrative texts types are our literacy focus this week and we will explore using speech in our writing 

with the correct use of quotation marks and interesting dialogue tags.   

In reading lessons, we will solve words by taking them apart and looking closely at the word origins.  

Our Maths lessons will focus on Subtraction this week. We look forward to exploring different     

strategies to solve problems and investigate the connection between addition and subtraction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLASSROOM 
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This week in the Grade 4/5 Room… 

Week 6 will see students continuing to practise how they monitor and self-correct their reading.        
Particular emphasis will be placed on the students monitoring their fluency through the correct use of 
punctuation. 

In writing the students will continue to develop their stories titled ‘Kaboom!’ and will be encouraged to 
develop their characters and setting through the use of adjectives. 

In mathematics the students will learn to more efficiently calculate single and double digit subtraction 
problems in their head. The students will consolidate their understanding of how addition and           
subtraction can be used in conjunction with each other to check the accuracy of answers. 

We will be doing our first focus lesson on gratitude in our wellbeing class. Using The Resilience Project 
as our guide, we will investigate what gratitude means and also reflect on times that we have been 
grateful. 

 

This week in the Grade 5/6 Room… 

 

During Week 5 we analysed various texts regarding Bullying. We also watched a news presentation on 

BTN. We looked at strategies authors and news reporters use when presenting issues in the media. 

This week we’ll be completing anti-bullying posters in our TRIBES groups.  

In writing, we will continue broadening our descriptive writing strategies. We will be using images as 

an inspirational source to base our writing on. 

Maths will see the introduction of addition and we’ll be involved in various bookwork tasks to improve 

our understanding of long addition.  

We also began working on an illusion piece of artwork. They will be completed and displayed in the 

classroom this week. 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CLASSROOM 
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Kangaroo 

Kangaroos are a buff, muscular animal. It is a colossal bulky, majestic creature with a thick, long, 

heavy tail that balances the body of the kangaroo. The marram (indigenous name) is a massive 

mammal and they are one of the biggest icons of Australia.  

Isaac, Josh & Zoe 

DIngo 

The dingo is devious. It has very quick legs and it is very stealthy when a predator is near or 

when it is about to catch prey. Dingoes are very stealthy and awfully sneaky. They stalk their 

prey by crouching down. The rough shadow of a dingo hastily stalks it’s prey, waiting to pounce 

on the unexpecting feline, a slender cat who had escaped home. The dingo was hunting down 

his wounded pretty as a predator. He was extremely blood thirsty.  

Daniel, Ava, Charlotte & Mason 

Platypus 

A platypus has webbed feet. They use them to waddle across land. A platypus has a long bill 

with two small nostrils. They dive under water and come up to take a breath with just their bill 

out of the water. Platypus’ have a long bill which is very grey and wide. A brown platypus is 

swimming. The platypus is a mahogany brown. 

Audrey, Amber, Issy & Sheldon 

Echidna 

Echidnas are on of the icons of Australia by being on the 5c coin. Their looks are so deceiving by 

looking so small and cute but when you go to make contact, slice, and you have been cut and 

manipulated by how cute but sharp they are. Echidnas are worshipped by many Australian hu-

mans, although they are very puny and feisty. An echidna can be adorable at times. 

Ella E, Alicia & Jai 

Koala 

Koalas are majestic, enchanted creatures that give you a relaxed feeling. Koalas love eucalyptus 

leaves, even though they are poisonous for us humans. Also, a disgusting fact…koala’s mothers 

digest leaves and when they poo the baby eats it because it’s nutritious. Koalas are big, cute 

fluff balls. 

Ella M, Tom & Ned 

 

 

 

 

Descriptive Writing  
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Foundation 



 12 

 

Flying Kites 
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Heathcote Primary School 

PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT  

Information for parents and carers 

 

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s 

personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and 

emotional wellbeing or health in the school context. Such information will also be collected when required to 

fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health and safety law. 

If that information is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support to your 

child, or fulfil those legal obligations. 

 

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or 

wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a Student 

Support Services officer, the required consent will be obtained. Our school also collects information provided 

by parents and carers through the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood 

Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form. 

 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and manage 

information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communication and engagement; 

student administration; and school management purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we take 

steps to ensure that your child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online 

tools, please contact us. 

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to know to 

enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation. 

 

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information about 

that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best interests of our 

students and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to students. 

 

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the 

Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the 

disclosure is allowed or mandated by law. 

 

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health information, 

all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about privacy including about 

how to access personal and health information held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s 

privacy policy: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx  

 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth workers, 
social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our school. This includes 
employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid. 
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HEALTHY FOODS POLICY 

PURPOSE 

To develop nutritional habits which are essential to the growth and development of children, in 
line with the DET guidelines. 
 
To work towards ensuring any foods provided by the school are consistent with a healthy eating 
philosophy and the philosophy of the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR ACTION 

 Children are strongly encouraged to bring  healthy food to school, for snacks and lunch. 
 

 In line with the school’s Anaphylaxis Policy school community members are not 
encouraged to bring nuts to the school. 
 

 Lessons relating to healthy foods and healthy eating will form part of each child’s annual 
Health & Physical Education curriculum. 
 

 All classrooms will encourage students to bring clearly named plastic water bottles into 
the room and students will be given unlimited access to water throughout the day.  
Water bottles must not contain drinks such as cordial juice or sports drink – water is the 
only acceptable drink. 
 

 Staff members will be encouraged to model healthy eating habits whilst at school. 
 

 Students will be encouraged to bring healthy snacks, fresh fruit and vegetables,  as brain 
food  into the classroom.  
 

 All students will be educated on the importance of not sharing foods or water bottles. 
 

 School activities will be conducted to support ‘Healthy Eating’ as defined by the Victorian 
Prevention and Health Promoting Achievement Program. 
 

 School community members are expected not to provide lollies, chocolates and high 
sugar drinks such as soft drinks, energy drinks and flavoured mineral waters for school.   
 

 Families have access to the healthy foods policy and will be supported with information 
to help meet this policy requirement through information sharing. 
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The O’Keefe Challenge 

The O’Keefe Challenge is more than just a race, fun run or bike ride, it celebrates fitness, nature and 
the community spirit of the Bendigo and Heathcote region. 

You can challenge yourself in a host of running events for all ages and abilities, including Kids Dash, 
1km, 5km run / walk against dementia, 10km fun run, half marathon (21.1km) and marathon 
(42.2km). There are also teams relays and a social night ride, too.  
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The wait is over. 

Training for the upcoming season will start on the first 

Tuesday of March.  The first training is the 2nd of March 

at 4pm.  Anyone under the age of 16 and keen to play 

basketball are urged to be there at the stadium.  Training 

will be from 4pm until 5pm. Bring a drink bottle. 

Contact via Facebook page or 0418 589 020 

 

 

 

 

Heathcote Panthers Basketball club 
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Newsletter article:   Bushfire At Risk 
Register - Schools 
  

  

  

  

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day 
closure by letter and/or email.  A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency              
Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once 
we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will  provide you with advice before 
the end of the school day. 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in 
Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest 
options for preserving life.                                                                               
Schools and children’s services listed on the 
DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be 
closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day 
is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology 
district.  Our school has been identified as being 
one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed 
on the BARR. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather 
forecast.  This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your 
child.  It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of 
Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

 As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled. 

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our 
school. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days 
children should never be left at home or in the care of older children. 

 For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when 
Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of 
the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated 
and completed our Emergency Management Plan.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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What can parents do? 

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care               
arrangements in the event that our school is closed. 

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in 
touch with us by reading our newsletters, if you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the 
school. 

 

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a 
coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay. 

 

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan. 

 

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of             
Education and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/
pages/closures.aspx 

Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below: 

VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 

VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 

Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 

ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://emergency.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency

