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At Heathcote PS we value...

15th March 2021

Respect

Learning

Teamwork

Responsibility

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung people and we pay our respects to
their Elders, past present and emerging.

IMPORTANT DATES
Friday 19th March

Ride to School day

Wednesday 24th March

School Council AGM & General Meeting

Thursday 1st April

Last day of Term 1 early dismissal 2.00pm

Monday 19th April

First Day Term 2

Dear Families,
Thank you to the large number of families that attended our ‘Welcome Picnic’ last Tuesday evening. It was wonderful to see
so many people enjoying a picnic together and the kids had a great time playing a variety of things across our grounds. It was
great to see some of our ex Year 6 students come back and report on how much they are enjoying secondary school, it was
great they took the time to come and visit us. This year we hope to have a range of community based activities to provide
opportunities for our families to reconnect after the year we all experienced in 2020. Stay tuned to the newsletter calendar!
Comments from our students about the ‘Welcome Picnic’ –
Koby – “I played with my friends, it was good fun”
Wes – “I enjoyed going on any of the playground.”
Maisy – “I liked that all the families got together and talked.”
Wes – “I enjoyed going on any of the playground.”
Zelda – “My Mum and brother came with me to the picnic. I ate some raspberries.”
George – “I liked seeing the old Year 6 people and playing with my friends.”
Liam – “I liked seeing my friends and having Jaycob visit.”
Brianah – “I liked that everyone was having fun together.”
Daniel – “I enjoyed catching up with my old friends who went to secondary school.”
Ava – “I enjoyed seeing so many families at the picnic.”
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Dental Check Up!
A Dental team from Bendigo Health will be working onsite completing free Dental checks for all students who have parental/
carer consent to attend. We are very appreciative of this service and have been delighted by the large number of families
who have returned their forms. They will be onsite on Wednesday 24 th March. Our understanding is that follow up work will
be able to be completed in a Dental Van that will visit onsite, we are waiting for confirmation on this. A great free service for
our school community!
School Council – new members and thank you to old members!
We are delighted to announce two new members who will be joining our School Council for the next two years. We had two
vacancies and received two nominations, no need for a vote!
Congratulations to Alison Scardetta and Kirstylee Shields, they are both new parents to our school and will join our School
Council. Their children Griffin and Fox have joined our Foundation and Year 1-2 classes this year. Our current parent representatives on School Council are Alison Phillips, Sean Patten, Shanelle Cooper, Alyson Moore and Emily McFadzean. Our current DET representatives are Luke Jarrett, Kym Childs and Kate Ballantyne.
We would like to acknowledge Liam Anderson and Brett Young for their involvement with our School Council in the past few
years. We have greatly valued their contribution. Dave Close and Rhys Clayton are both finishing their DET representative
time, thank you to both of them.
We appreciate all members, both past and present and their involvement in our school.
Easter Hat Parade and Royal Children’s Hospital Fund raiser

On Wednesday 31st March we will have a short outside Easter assembly (weather permitting) in the morning. The assembly
will start at 9.10am in the courtyard area under our new shade sails – if they are installed! Each year, our students have the
opportunity to make a Easter Hat at home and wear it to school, we have seen some wonderful creations over the past few
years. At this assembly we also pull names out of the box to receive our Easter goodie bags. All money raised is sent to the
Royal Children’s Hospital. We hope to see lots of you here on the morning!
Lost Property!
Only a few weeks into the year and we have a full lost property basket! Disappointingly the majority of clothing is not labelled. Can you please ensure you have labelled all uniform bits and pieces, it helps us greatly to return clothing to the right
student. Thanks!
Lunch Boxes
At our school we encourage all students to have a healthy lunch box supply of food for the day, as per our school Healthy
Eating policy. Ensuring children have a range of foods from a variety of food groups helps them to focus and engage with
learning. Salads, sandwiches, vegetables, dips, cheese, rice crackers, boiled eggs, yogurt, fruit are all great things to provide
energy for our students. We strongly encourage students to use containers for their food rather than wrapping, the concept
of ‘nude food’ helps our environment. Students know that any wrappers/waste are to be taken home. The only drink students should have at school is water, all students need to have a water bottle. Water is very important in supporting healthy
brain function. Having a water bottle and regularly drinking is great for all of us. Thank you for your support.
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The Resilience Project, Parents/Carers
This next presentation from The Resilience Project is all about Empathy and Kindness.
Empathy is the ability to understand another person’s thoughts and feelings from their perspective.
Brain imaging data shows that being kind to others registers in the brain as more like eating chocolate
than like fulfilling an obligation to do what’s right (e.g. eating Brussel sprouts)!
Research shows that practicing empathy such as performing acts of kindness, taps into our brain’s
‘mirror neurons’, builds compassion and our behaviour becomes more social and community-based.
View Part 3: Empathy of the series here: https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub/
Here are some ideas to practise empathy and kindness:
1. Reflect on someone in your life who could benefit from an act of kindness today. It could be a friend
who would love some affirmation about their work, your pet who deserves an extra treat, or a family
member who would love a phone call or text message.
2. Make a plan for who you are going to gift an act of kindness to, and what you are going to do.
3. If you want to add accountability to your plan, share it with someone else and encourage them to do
the same thing.

Follow up with each other in a few days time, to ask how it went!
Enjoy the week ahead.
Kate
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There has been a case of head lice at our school this week.
Please check your child’s hair.

Manny Nagy
Cailen Ruck
Haylee Nielsen-Bertoni

READING AWARDS
25 Nights

25 Nights

Neleyah Guichard

Abby Fisher

Griffin Scardetta

Madi Cooper

Iziek Nielsen-Bertoni

25 Nights

Daniel Close

Jemma Walsh

Charlotte Burt
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DRINK BOTTLE
Remember WATER
only in your
drink
bottle at
school.

Book Club orders online only.
Orders due by the 18th of March
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IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the Foundation Room…
This week in writing we will be focussing on the letters Ll, Ff, Bb and Qq. We will be practicing how to
form each of these letters correctly and will be making some super fun letter crafts to practice our fine
motor skills.
In reading we will be reading some books together as we continue practicing our ‘Stretchy Snake’
strategy of stretching out each sound of a small word and then trying to put it back together so that
we can hear the word. E.g. c-a-t = cat, l-e-g = leg
In maths we will be focusing on recognising, reading, writing and counting the numbers from 10-20.
These numbers can be quite difficult for young students to say, they often get confused between ‘teen’
and ‘ty’ numbers e.g. 15 / 50. It is also common for them to write these numbers backwards e.g. 16 =
61. That’s why lots of practise with these numbers is very important.

This week in the Grade 1/2 Room…
Welcome to week 8! This week the students will continue to explore the differences and similarities
between texts, looking at common fairy tales and fractured fairy tales. In writing, the students will
begin to write a procedure. We will link this into our student-led ‘genius hour’ on a Wednesday where
the students choose a topic of interest and we explore their ideas. This week, we will be looking at
how plants grow and writing a procedure about how to plant, grow and care for a plant. In maths, we
will shift our focus to length exploring informal and formal measurements

This week in the Grade 3/4 Room…
This week we are very excited to start our new inquiry unit of ‘Our Indigenous Land’ which aligns with
discovering the history and culture of our Heathcote community. We will look at the philosophy and
spiritualism of the Taungurung people and learn the importance of totems to their laws.
In word work, we will explore hyperbole and rhetorical questions and start to use these structures in
our persuasive texts.
Our Maths lessons will focus on developing our skills reading digital and analogue clocks. We will
practice reading o’clock, half past, quarter to and quarter past times as well as exploring reading time
to the minute on an analogue clock.
Each Friday, Mrs Leechman takes the opportunity to check all reader diaries for potential reading
awards, giving out other special bonuses for students that are reading at least 3 times a week. Don’t
forget to bring your reader each day and especially on Friday to be a reading winner!
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IN THE CLASSROOM
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IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the Grade 4/5 Room…
This week in the Grade 4/5 class we will be continuing to explore ways to solve unknown words.
Students have been learning about letter blends, prefixes, suffixes and base words during week 7.
We will be beginning persuasive writing and explore the language differences persuasive pieces use
when compared to narratives and recount writing.
In maths we will be learning how to convert between 12 and 24 hour time. We will also be completing
our post tests for time and pre testing for multiplication at the end of the week.
The basketball will be pulled out in PE and students will have the opportunity to build their dribbling,
shooting and passing skills.

This week in the Grade 5/6 Room…
We will continue learning to identify and describe cultural elements within a text. We’ll be reading and
analysing more dream time stories and we’ll examine an informative text about Uluru in our TRIBES
groups by completing a range of activity cards.
Last week saw great excitement in finding interesting words to use in our writing to engage the reader.
This week we plan on impressing Ms Ballantyne by inviting her to a sharing session where we’ll get to
read aloud our setting descriptions.
Maths sessions will focus on time. We’ll be concentrating on converting to 24-hour time and reading
timetables.
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The O’Keefe Challenge

The O’Keefe Challenge is more than just a race, fun run or bike ride, it celebrates fitness, nature and
the community spirit of the Bendigo and Heathcote region.
You can challenge yourself in a host of running events for all ages and abilities, including Kids Dash,
1km, 5km run / walk against dementia, 10km fun run, half marathon (21.1km) and marathon
(42.2km). There are also teams relays and a social night ride, too.
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Heathcote Panthers Basketball club
The wait is over.
Training for the upcoming season will start on the first
Tuesday of March. Anyone under the age of 16 and
keen to play basketball are urged to be there at the
stadium. Training will be from 4pm until 5pm.
Bring a drink bottle.
Contact via Facebook page or 0418 589 020

Heathcote Brownie Guides
Heathcote Brownie guides will resume on Tuesday 9th of
March 3.30pm-5pm at Guide Hall high Street.
All girls aged 7-11 years welcome.
Group Leader is Laraine Leask 0408 036 520.
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Newsletter article: Bushfire At Risk
Register - Schools
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in
Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest
options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the
DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be
closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day
is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology
district. Our school has been identified as being
one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed
on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day
closure by letter and/or email. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency
Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once
we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before
the end of the school day.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your
child. It is also important to note that:


No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.


As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled.

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our
school.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days
children should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
 For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when
Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of
the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated
and completed our Emergency Management Plan.
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What can parents do?
Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements in the event that our school is closed.
 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in
touch with us by reading our newsletters, if you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the
school.

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a
coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of
Education and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/
pages/closures.aspx
Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below:
VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices
VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters
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