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At Heathcote PS we value...

26th April 2021

Respect

Learning

Teamwork

Responsibility

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Taungurung people and we pay our respects to
their Elders, past present and emerging.

IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday 27th April

Parent/carer walk to the Liquid Ambers with Clarissa leaving 9.15am

Wednesday 28th April

F-Year 2 Eco Linc visit
Gym at school

Friday 30th April

Year 3-4 Eco Linc visit

Monday 3rd May

Doxa Camp—Year 4-5 and Year 5-6

Thursday May 6th

Special Women’s Morning tea 9.30am-10.30am

Wednesday 5th May

Gym at school

Monday 17th May

Pupil Free Day, no students at school

Wednesday 19th May

Gym at school

Wednesday 26th May

Gym at school
School council 5.30pm

Thursday 27th May

Education Week Open Morning 9.15am—10.45am Scones served in the Kitchen at 10am

Tuesday June 1st

Parent/carer walk to Explore Pink Cliffs with Clarissa leaving at 9.15am

Monday 14th June

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday, no school

Tuesday 15th June

Parent/student/teacher interviews commence this week. Times given later in May.

Wednesday 23rd June

School Council 5.30pm

Friday 25th June

Last day of Term 2 early dismissal 2.00pm
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Dear Families,
We have heard lots of stories about holiday adventures from our students! It sounds like people
got out and about and enjoyed the lovely weather. We have had a great first week back at
school. Students have settled in quickly to the rhythm and routines of the day and are working
hard. We have a busy term coming up with lots of things on inside and outside of the classroom.
Please make sure you keep reading the newsletter and emails as this is the way we
communicate with our families.
Heathcote PS Community Games
The last day of Term 1 was celebrated with our first school community games. We had a great
day with parents/carers, students and teachers all participating in some great activities.
Feedback from families was very positive. Our HPS School Community games will be back on
again on the last day of this term in a slightly different format to accommodate the chance of
wet weather. Have a look at some of our photos from the day.
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School Council
I would like to take the opportunity to thank our retiring School Council members. Liam Anderson, Dave
Close, Brett Young and Rhys Clayton. They have all served on our School Council in the past few years,
we have valued their contribution to our school and acknowledge their voluntary input into our school
community. It is important to have parents/carers on our School Council to ensure we have
representation of our families at a local governance level. Our current School Council members are,
Alison Phillips (President), Sean Patten (Vice President), Allyson Moore (Finance Committee), Emily
McFadzean, Shanelle Cooper, Kirstylee Shields, Alison Scardetta, Luke Jarrett, Kym Childs and Kate
Ballantyne. Take the opportunity to catch up with them and have a chat.
Smile Squad!
The Smile Squad have been here a few days this week. They have had to miss a couple of days due to
staff illness but will be back again this week. The dental staff are working their way through the large
number of students who have been provided with consent to attend. We greatly appreciate the
opportunity to be involved with the Smile Squad and thank parents for supporting this service in our
school.
Assembly
Due to our Ecolinc excursions we will not be having our normal Friday assemblies. We will have a short
gathering for the first two weeks to ensure student certificates are handed out for Week 1 and 2. I am
waiting for an updated DET Operations Manual to see the current guidelines re indoor gatherings and
density limits. As soon as we can have parents/carers/visitors to our assembly we will welcome them
with open arms – at a distance!
The Resilience Project continues
‘The Resilience Project’ has been a great addition to our Respectful Relationships curriculum in
classrooms and provides a positive foundation for classroom discussions and actions. This work will
continue this term. Take time to ask your child about what they have been doing in their classroom.

Gratitude
Being thankful for what you have

Empathy
Putting yourself in someone else’s
shoes

Mindfulness
The ability to be ‘in the moment’

Have a great week!

Kate
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CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS
TEAM-WORK

RESPECT

Cailen Ruck

RESPONSIBILITY

LEARNING

Noah Davidson-Harris

Bryce Ellis

Bailey Delahaye

Manny Nagy

Jai Francis

Josh Robertson

Laykin Francis

Jessica wheeler

Lilah Hicks-Moore

BRONZE LEVEL
TEAM-WORK

RESPECT

Saph Cardwell

RESPONSIBILITY
Natalie Organ

LEARNING
Alex Ager-Wicks

Bryce Ellis

Tyler Bassett

Jackie Evans

Noah Davidson-Harris
Ava Hart
Faith Hatfield-Toomath
Audrey McFadzean
William Powers
Issy Taylor
Jessica Toifl
Brooklyn Waller
Mandy Young

SILVER LEVEL
TEAM-WORK

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

LEARNING
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DRINK BOTTLE
Remember WATER
only in your
drink
bottle at
school.
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IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the Foundation Room…
This week our word of the week is ANT. We will be reading a range of texts about ants and
practicing our reading strategy ‘stretchy snake’. We will be writing facts about ants and
retelling the fable of ‘The Ant and the Grasshopper’.
In maths we will be learning about data and graphing. We will collect some data together
and we will learn how to enter data into a bar graph.

Our inquiry focus this term is My Body. This week we will be learning about the skeletal
system.

This week in the Grade 1/2 Room…
Welcome everyone to week 2! This week in the Grade 1/2 class, we will begin to read
familiar and different Fairy Tales. The students will look at identifying the structure of the
Fairy Tale, looking at what the author has used to plan, craft and refine their narrative before
publishing.
Our writing sessions will also link into the narrative genre, as the students start to plan to
write a narrative based on their life. This week, planning will take up a large part of the
writing sessions to ensure students understand the importance of planning and organising
their thoughts before writing in structured sentences. Our word work focus this week is on
identifying and discussing consonant and vowel letters and sounds which will help the
students to develop new spelling and reading strategies.
Finally, in our maths sessions we will continue with data and graphing, with the students
starting a bat and ball hitting experiment to collect data and representing their data in a
graph.
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IN THE CLASSROOM
This week in the Grade 3/4 Room…
Welcome to Term 2!
The students have settled back into classroom routines quickly. They have all shared news
about their school holidays and it sounds like everyone has had a wonderful break!
In a few weeks time, most students in the Grade will be sitting the National Assessment
Program in Literacy and Numeracy. To get ready for this work, we will be concentrating on
planning our stories in writing and looking closely at how to answer multiple choice questions
in a logical way.
In Maths lessons this week, we are learning about Division. This follows on from
Multiplication at the end of Term 1. Students will be learning different strategies to share
groups of objects and engaging in a range of activities as a whole class, small groups and
independently.

This week in the Grade 5/6 Room…
In shared/modelled reading sessions we have and will continue examining persuasive texts.
We are focusing on the features and identifying strategies that we can adopt when
composing our own. Guided reading sessions with small groups are focusing on
comprehension questions and techniques to be aware of when answering questions about a
text. Our Inquiry unit for this term is Health and Human Body and so therefore our guided
reading sessions are integrating this study and we’re looking at Information Texts in regards
to this topic.
Writing sessions will be focused on structuring persuasive texts and identifying what we need
to improve on. We will be referring to a rubric and will be involved with self-assessment of
our own writing.
In maths we’ve been practising Multiplication skills and learning about multiples and factors.
Week 2 will see us moving in to Division.
We’re very excited about a new term and setting new goals to achieve in all curriculum areas.
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SAKGP NEWSLETTER APRIL
Welcome back to second term.
I have to say everything is beginning to feel normal, well pretty close! One of
the best returns since Covid is that we can now have our Volunteers back in
kitchen and garden HOORAY!

Thank you to our fabulous experienced volunteers who have supported our
program over many years and a big welcome to our new ones.
Last year many of our SAKGP volunteers moved on with their grade 6
children, so this year we have a big volunteer hole that needs to be filled.
Don’t think that you need to be an expert cook or gardener, you just need to
be able to help your group of 4-5 children to stay on task. It is a lot of fun
and you will be surprised by how capable our children are and how much
they love having you as their volunteer.
Our classes are Wednesdays and Thursdays. If you can spare some time to
help out you will need a free on - line Working with Children Check, for
information see Kate or Nina in the Office.
WEDNESDAY: Grades 4 & 5 or 3 & 4 Kitchen 11.30am – 1.30pm
Garden 2pm – 3pm
THURSDAY: Grades 5 & 6

Kitchen 11.30am – 1.30pm
Garden 2pm – 3pm

If you would like more information just call me on 0419883319 or speak to
Kate.

Cheers

Michele Witham
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Please check your child’s hair.

READING AWARDS
25 Nights

50 Nights

75 Nights

Kelsey Delahaye

Riley Hawkins

Corey Fortunato

Reid Mainard

Kenzie Merritt

Lilah Hicks -Moore

Evelyn Nickels

Teddy Thomson

Koby Steenbuck

Jessica Wheeler

Roland Pinnington
Brandon Thomas
Mandy Young

Teddy Thomson
Renee Welsh
Jessica Wheeler

Bryce Ellis
Liam Grigg
Xavier Macumber
Ava Thompson
Mandy Young
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School Community Games

10

Easter Hat Parade
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12
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The O’Keefe Challenge
The O’Keefe Challenge is more than just a
race, fun run or bike ride, it celebrates
fitness, nature and the community spirit of
the Bendigo and Heathcote region.
You can challenge yourself in a host of
running events for all ages and abilities,
including Kids Dash, 1km, 5km run / walk
against dementia, 10km fun run, half
marathon (21.1km) and marathon
(42.2km). There are also teams relays and a
social night ride, too.
The event raises funds for the Heathcote
Dementia Alliance, which promises to be
game-changer in the way we look after
and care for people living with dementia.
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Heathcote Tennis Club
Monday’s
5.00 – 6.00pm Kids tennis
6.00 – 7.00pm Adults tennis
$5 per person
See you there!
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